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JL H E following pages coixta'm a faithful Report, thouw 
in a more compreHed form than that in which i^ey we.re. 
delivered, of the Speeches made in both Houfes of, Par- 
liament, on a refolution having been moved expreffive.oi 
a determination to abolifh the Slave Trade. It feemed to 
be highly defirable to preferve the .fybftance of the(e 
fpecche^, as a record .of the opinions which, after near. 
twenty years of deliberation and enquiry, were entertained 
by our greateft Statefmen, on one of the moft moipQp- 
tous queftions which perhaps ever agitated a Legiflatiye 
Aflembly. . . 

To the. Debates fome Notes have been fubjoiijedj ;fpr- 
the purpoie of illuftrating tlie important fubje& und^r 
difcuflionJ " It* will be obvious to the iiitelligeiit reade^. 
that tliefe notes embrace but a very limited feleftion froffif 
the vaft mafs of elucida,tory matter which might bav% 
been brought to bear on this queftion. .To thofe, however, 
who are not fatisfied with. the fcanty portion of evidence, 
which has been introduced into the Appendix, the refer- 
ences, there inferted, will be of ufe u> pointing out additiouaL 
fources of authentic information. 
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In looking forward to the approaching feffion of Par-« 
., it may afford ibme encouragement to thofe who 
are ^o.Icitous to fee a period put to the Britifh Slave 
Trade, to know precifely what meafures have been re- 
cently adopted with a view to the immediate limitation 
and ultimate extinction of this gigantic evil. 

A bill was brought into Parliament, as early in the laft 
feiGon as the circumftances of the country would permit, 
for cutting ofF fome very- important branches of this 
traffic. Its obje£l: was threefold : Firft, to give effe& to 
the Order of Council which had been ifiued at the clofc 
of the laft ^'•ear, prohibiting, with certain defined excep- 
tions, the importation of flaves into the colonies conquered 
by the Britifh arms during the prefent war. Second, to 
l^tehibit Britifh fubjefts from being engaged in importing 
flkve$ .iiitb the. cqtonles of any foreign power, whether 
Kbftile or rieutrali' llTiird, to prohibit Britifh fubjedis 
and Britifh capital from being employed in carrying on, 
bt affifling to carry on, a Slave Trade in foreign fhips; 
aftd alfo to prevent the outfit of foreign flave fhips from 
Britifh ports. This bill w^s carried through both Houfes 
cif Parliament, by large majorities, and has pafied into a 
law;. ♦ 

"During the difcuflions to which this meafure gave 
bfarth, both Lord Grenville and Mr. Fox, declared in 
fdbflsbice, diat they felt the queftion of the Slave Trade to he 
etii which involves the deare/l intcrefts of humanity y and the 
n§^ urgent claims of policy ^ jtf/Hcey and religion ; and thaty 
fSa^d ikey fucceed in effeBing its abolition^ they nvauld regard 
itS^fuccefs as entailing more true glory on their admini/lratitm, 
mhS more honour and advantage on their country^ than any 
tmr iranfaSHon in which ifiey c$uld be engaged. 

j*:Ax):0/ficr:of;CinuKil hp^extended the protubitioM of thit Ad to 
the recently captnrcd colony of Buenoi Ajres. 

It 
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. It had, for important reafons, been thoi^t heft by the 
Parliamentary friends of this caufe, that the prohibition 
of the foreign branches of the Slave Trade fhould^ if 
poiBbley precede a renewal, at this jundure, of theif 
efforts for a total abolition ; and before the Foreign Slaye 
Trade bill had paiTed through all its ftages, the feffion 
was judged to be too far advanced to admit of bringing 
forward^ with any fair hope of fuccefs, a bill for' the mcnr« 
^omprehenlive obje£l. But although it evidently became 
a meafure of prudence to poilpone that attempt tillanothe^ 
fei&on, it feemed highly deiirable that both Houfes ^ 
Parliament fhould^ if pofiible, be prevailed. upon> to admii 
and avow thofe facred principles on which the propriety 
of the total abolition of this commerce is chiefly fbundedf 
— principles long £nce indeed expre&ly acknowledged byf 
the CpmmonSji but refpe&xng which |be Upper Houftf 
had hitherto declared no opinion 3 — an4 that they Ihouidf 
give a folenm pledge to, the public that, they would. pro- 
ceed, without any unneceflary delay, to the inveftigadon 
of tlie gceat praflical queftions which remain to be de^ 
ctdod. .. A refcilutLoi; was therefore moved in .both Houfea. 
fucceffively, by. Mr. Fox and Lord Grenvijlle, to |he 
following effe£l i ** That coticeiving the African Slave Trtdf 
** to be cputrary to the principles ofjujlici^ humanity^ andjound 
^^ policy y this Jtioufe nvill^ nuith all pr amicable expedition y taki 
meafure s to aboUfb it, in fuch manner, and atfuch time, at 

Jball be^ thought advifcable.^ 

. Thi^ motiop gave rife to the debates which are reported 
in the following pages, and which iffued in its adoption 
by both Houfes. In the Houfe of Commons it was car- 
ried by 1 14 to 15, and in the Houfe of Lords by 41 to 2o. 
Botli Houfes alfo concurred in addreiTing His Majefty, 
that he would be gracioufly pleafed to negociate with 
Foreign Powers, for the purpofe of procuring their con- 
currence 
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currencfe^incflfeding a general Abolition of the African 
Siave Trade. 

i ■ It was much to be feared, however, that thefc various 
iseafures, while they gave a fatisfadory pledge to the friends 
of the opprefled Negro race, that a termination would, at 
no'diilant period,' be put to their fuffcrings ; would in the 
mean lime infufe new vij;our and aftivity into the fpecu- 
hjtions'bf the-man-metdiarit, and greatly aggravate the 
9u£erie§ of Africa. ■ Td obviate an effeft fo much to be 
Jfghrecated aa this^ art A<9: was paffed to prevent, for the 
j^fentv theinereafe of -the Slave Trade, by enabling, that 
firom- and'after the ift day of Auguftj t8oj6, no vcflcl 
flnll be permitted ta cl^r out for the Slave Trade, unlefs 
foeb veflel Ihall havebefen previoufly employed in the faid 
tfnde bjr the faine owner or owners, or fliall be proved, 
to the £itis£i£bioh of' Commiffioneri appointed for that 
puspdfey to^haVe been contrafted for before the loth of 
June, 1806, for the purpofe of being employed in that 
tsade 5 under a penalty of ^^50 for each Slave which fhall 
be carrie^d ffom the Coaft of Africa contrary; to this A£t. 
An exception wa» made in the fingle cafe of perfohs 
wh6fe veflel8*may have been captured by the enemy fub- 
fequentty to the i ft of January, 1866, and who may have 
goods remaining on the Coaft, or debts due to them there. 
Such perfons were allowed to replace the tonnage fo cap- 
tured, provided they proved their cafe, to the fatisfaftion 
of the Lords Commiflioners of the Treafury, and obtained 
a licence from them to that efFeft, before the ift of 
Auguft, 1806. 

But though much has been done during the laft feflion 
of Parliameat, in the great work of extmguifhing the 
opprobrious traffic carried on in the perfons of our African 
brethren, it is hardly ncceflary to reniind the friends of 
that meafure that much yet remains to be effected; — 



ihut ne^tly'.onfe; half of. l^is cruel bonimebcd'.ftill fubSds 
and .flourifhe^, under 'the luitional fandbio^, and. fttpportdd 
by powejftil interefts and. inveterate prejudice*. • IftA^^Etd 
therefore of relaxing thofe* exertions, which, tfetottghthi 
favour of Providence^ have eflfedled fo ccnfideisQble a-dimi- 
nution of the Slave Trade, the enemies of that ^triflic are 
bound to redouble their cffortis, both \vnth a View of re^ 
taining the ground already gained, and of • advanciftg to 
the happy termination' of tlieir labours. .. 'i ' 

The time, it is to be hoped, is not now far diftant>> 
when Africa will be relieved from the oppreflion, degra-" 
datk>n, and mifery of this impious commerce $ whfen ar- 
refting the progrefs of that fyffem of fraud, treachery, 
and violence, which converts a large part of the habit- 
able globe into a field of warfare and defolation, this 
nation fhall begin to atone to the Negro race for their accu^ 
niulated wrongs, by ardent endeavours to impart to them 
the advantages of civilization, the comforts and fecurity 
of focial life, and tlie ineftimable bleffings of the Chriftian 
religion ♦ 

It will be impoffible to read the above ftatement, or to 
look into the debates which follow, without the painful 
recolle£tion that one of the chief promoters of thefe im- 
portant meafures of reftri£l:ion, as well as one of the 
pldeft and warmeft friends and moil powerful advocates 
of this caufe of outraged juftice and fufFering humanity, is 
now no more. No one who feels f:?r the wretched Af- 
ricans can ceafe to lament the event which lias deprived 
them of the benefit of the fplendid talents and ardent zeal 
of Mr. Fox. This ftroke is rendered ftill more fevere by 
the fubfequent lofs of another able and confident fup^ 
porter of that righteous caufe, * whofe bold and vigorous 
eloquence it never failed to call forth. 

• Dr. HoKSL E V , Bi&op oi ftt. Ma^^V. 
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B<ftt though deprived of di« perfonal aid of thefe emi;- 
Hentmen; though that illuftrious chantfter^* on whofe 
ffibrts in the proiecution of the fame great obje<fl, Mr. 
F<>x pronounced in the courfe of this debate (the laft 
deb^ in which the declining ilate of his health per- 
mitted him to engage), fo merited an eulogium, be like«- 
vife taken from us ; yet there is no reafon to defpair of 
ultimate fuccefs. ** Even if all thofe wlio are now en- 
** gaged in this queftion," ohferved Mr. Fox on another 
occafifim vtrith his chara£i:eriftic ardour, ** were to be re-- 
^* moved, there would never be wanting men alive to their 
•* duty who would cry out for juftice ; who would main-* 
^* tain a perpetual ftruggle till this trade ihould be done 
•* away.'* 

♦Mr, Pitt. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS^ . 

1 0th June, 1806. . 

■ 

Mr. Secretary Fox, 

Mr. Speaker, before I fubmit to the Hoiife what I 
have to propofe on the fubjeft of the Slave Trade, I wUh 
to fay a few words by way of apology for my being the 
perfon to bring it forward. Sir, motions to the fame 
eSk€t have been repeatedly made in this Houfe, during 
the hft fixteen or feventeen years, by an H#nourable* 
Gentleman [Mr. Wilberforce] who has, on every 
occafion, (hewn himfelf to be a moil refpedable Membet; 
of Parliament, but who, on no occafion, has commanded 
the admiration of the public fo much as on thofe in which 
his abilities have been difplayed in recommending to this 
Houfe the Abolition of the Slave Trade. Finding fuch a 
fubje£l in fuch hands, in fuch hands would I moft 
willingly have left it 5 for my own conviftion is, that it; 
would have beea better that my Honourable Friend (hould 
himfelf have made this motion. I am fure he could not. do 
it, nor could any other Member of this Houfe, without, 
receiving every poffible fupport from me, and as I am per- 
fuaded, from all thofe who, upon every former occafion, 
have given their opinions and their votes in favour of the 
Abolition of the Slave Trade. But he, and many others 
who entertain fimilar views with him on this fubjc<9: Were 
ftrongly, although I think unfoundedly, of opinion that^ 
all circumftances confidered, it would be better that { 
ihould commence this difcuffion. It is in deference to 
their judgment that I undertake the talk, and I undertak^i 
it moft willingly. The motion with which I fliall have 
die honour of concluding, will tend, in its confequence^ 
to efffcauate the total Abolition of the African Slave Tradei 
and, I do confefs^ that iince I have fat in this Houfey a 
peripd of between thirty and forty years, if I had done ' 
nothing elfe, but had only been inilrumental in carrying 
throuffh this meafure, I fliould think my life well fpent, 
and ihould retire quite fatisfied that I had not lived 
in vain. 

Having faid thus much by way o£ apology for th« 
motion originating with myfelf, I {tail (tog^ issuDo^d^r 

A ^'y^ 
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srtely to the conlideration of the queftion, relpcfting whicjfi 
I am about to fubmk a Motion to the Houfe. 

I fliall commence with obferving, what, indeed gives 
me pleafure, that whatever difference may have ariien, inf 
the courfe of debates in this or the other Houfe of Parli- 
ament, as to the mode of abolifhing the African Slave 
Trade, or the time when that object is to be effefted 9 ' 
with refped to the Slave Trade itfelf, the opinion which 
either Houfe have almoft unanimoufly entertained of it has 
been, '* That it is contrary to juftice, to humanity, and to 
** found policy." This was the fentiment expreffed by a ' 
Refolution of this Houfe in 1792, and which will be 
found to have been the uniform opinion of this Houfe 
with fomething very near unanimity. Sir, I will not con- 
fume many minutes in arguing refpefting the principle of 
the Slave Trade; in fhewing the injuftice, the inhumanity, 
the hateful cruelty, of carrying defencelefs human beings 
from their native land, in order to fell them, like an herd 
of cattle. ** To deal and trafEck in human flefh and 
** blood,"— as was well expreffed by an Honourable 
Gentleman (Mr. Burke) whofe fplendid abilities man- 
kind will long remember, whofe good qualities were 
numerous and rare, and whofe humanity was a leading 

Eart of his grejit charafter:— " To deal and traffick/' as 
e faid, " not in the labour of men, but in men them- 
** felves, was to devour the root, inftead of enjoying the 
** fruit of human diligence, " and was therefore not only 
contrary to juftice and humanity, but alfo to found policy. 

But it is argued you do not make thefe negroes Haves ; 
you find them fo ; or at leaft you find them convi£ls for 
Certain crimes. 

Widiout entering into the nature of thefe crimes, or 
the means of crimmating thefe unhappy beings, or the 
cruelty of fuch a principle, the pretence of which is only 
adding hypocrify tg t]:ie luftc^gain; I will fay, that even if 
it Were true that all whom we purchafe had committed 
Ctimes, for which, by their own laws, flavery may be im- 
pofed as a punilhment, I really think that it is not for the 
Britifti nation to provide (hipping to condufl: the police of 
Africa. I really think that a trade founded on fuch a 
prindple^ ^d teoding to perpetuate fucb.f||feryi is not a fit 
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trade, foir us to profecute. In this plea we may perceive 
how the luft of lucre, the fordid obje£fc of gain, can blind 
men: who> when other objeds are before them, are pretty 
clear figbted. But I will go no further into this- fubl* 
jeSt : — it is vinneceffary, becaufe the fentimcnt of Par- 
liament hsLS been fully exprefled upon it already, with 
a very few exceptions-^with the exception of fome 
perfons in the other Houfe of Parliament, and of the two 
members for Liverpool in thisj one of whom indeed 
(General Gascoi?ne) has declared the Slave Trade to be 
a thing good in itfelf, fo good, that if you had it not, you 
ought to create it by bounties. Now, with all the refpeft 
for him that he is entitled to, I cannot pay him fuch a 
compliment as to fuppofe that he is right, againft the 
nearly unanimous fentiment of this Houfe, repeatedly 
^ieclared in fuch a manner as entitles me to fay, that that 
part of the matter which refpefts the principle of this 
trade is fettled. And a$ to authorities on this fubje£b, none 
in this Houfe can be higher than thofe which I fhall 
quote, and they fhall be fuch as even my Honourable 
Friend oppofite to me (General Gascoyne) fliall aflent 
to. I will quote even the authority of thofe who have 
conftantly been adverfe to every motion for the Abolition 
of the Slave Trade. I know, and I am fure I mention it 
with great concern, that a Noble Vifcount who was your 
(though not immediate) predeceffor, iSir, in that Chair 
(Lord Sidmouth), was againft the propofition of my 
Honourable Friend (Mr. Wilberforce) for the imme- 
diate Abolition of the African Slave Trade. But although 
that nobleman certainly differed from my Honourable 
Friend as to the manner in which the abolition fliould be 
efFeded, and the time at which it (houid be accomplifhed, 
yet, with refpeft to the deteftable charaQ:er of the Trade 
itfelf, he agreed entirely with us^ and upon that occafion 
not one, no not even my Honourable Friend or any other 
member of this Houfe, ever exprefled more ftrongly, or 
with more feeling, a deteftation of the Slave Trade than 
that noble Lord djd on that occafion. Another nobljR 
Vifcount, then alfo a member of this Houfe (Lord 
Melville), who did a great deal to prevent the Abolition 
ff the SJave Trade, not only delivered iiL tKv^ li^^)fe.^ Wl 
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ilfo recorded on its joumalsi an opinion, the fubftance of 
which was, *^ That the Slave Trade, being contrary to 
^^ the principles of juftice, humaiiity and found policy, 
^' it was fit that it ihould be aboliflied :'' and this Refolu-^ 
tion that Noble Lord followed up by provifions for 
cfiefting a gradual Abolition. Now, "juftice and hu- 
♦* manity, and found policy" are the words which I 
have ufed in the refolution which I ihall have the honour 
to fubmit to the Houfe ; and, having followed the words 
of a former Refolution brought forward by a Member 
who di£Fered from me upon this fubje 6^, which was alfo 
aifented to by the Houfe, I think I have a right to expe£i 
the concurrence, as much of thofe who are enemies to 
the immediate Abolition of the Slave Trade, as of the 
friends of that meafure. 

Now, having taken k for granted, that upon genera} 
principles, not above one or two Members of this Houfe 
can entertain any doubt of the propriety of aboliihing the 
African Slave Trade, as early as we ^an do it ; I (hould 
hope there would be, on. this occafion, very little variety 
of opinion- In coniidering this matter, I wifli the Houte 
to have feme regard for its own confiftency. Under that 
imprei&on it will do well to refled: how long a^o this fubr 
jefl: was brought forward. Upwards of fourteen years 
have elapfed fince this Houfe declared its opinion to he^ 
that the African Slave Trade ou^ht to he aholifhed. When I 
confider this declaration, and what has been done, or rather 
what has not been done, in purfuance of it : — when I find 
that no one ftep has been taken towards an Abolition, 
agreed to be fitting more than fourteen years ago \ I canr 
tiot help blinking that the Houfe will find itfelf bound, from 
regard for its own charadler and reputation in this country, 
and in the reft of the world, to do fomething towards the 
Abolition of a Trade which the Houfe itfelf refolved, 
moft folemnJy, fliould be aboliflied ten years ago, viz. on 
the I ft of January, 1 796, and of which it has, fo frequently, 
expreffed its abhorrence. In the year 1791, indeed, the 
propofitioti of my Honourable Friend (Mr. Wilberforce) 
was rejeSed ; but in the year 1792, the bufinefs having 
been very much confidered by the country at large, warm 
feelings were neceffarily excited, and thofe warm feelings 
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vrere,.asneceflarily, -communicated to this Houfe. Then, 
and in a very full attendance, the queftion was agitated, 
and was carried, for a gradual Abolition, contrary to my 
defire, becaufe I was always for an immediate Abolition. 
It is, however, a fa£t that in that feffion.(i792) it wa^ 
irefolved by this Houfe that a period fhould be put to tl« 
.piave Trade, on the ift of January, 1796: and this after 
all the ample difcuffions which took place in. that and 
feveral preceding feffions. My Lord Melville, who yras 
^en a iviinifter of State, and a perfon of confideraWe autho- 
rity in this Houfe, was for delaying the total Abolition to 
the year 1800. This was the opinion of that ftatefman 
y^ho was the moft anxious to delay the Abolition of this 
Trade ; and who moft forcibly ftated all the reafons he 
pould colle£l for making the period for fuch an Abolition, 
as diftant as poflible, and, certainly, more diftant than 
any other perfon propofed it to be : even he, with all his 
idefire to prolong the Trade as much as poflible, propofed 
that its total Abolition ftiould take place in the year 1800- 
Wc are now in the year i8c6, and have taken no ftep to- 
wards the completion of that work, which we undertook 
in the face of the world to accomplifli ; and with our 
jiegUgence to complete that work, the country, the whole 
civilized world, may well reproach this Houfe, for it is, 
indeed, to (ay the leait of it, a deplorable negligence of our 
duty. 

It was my original intention, when I firft determined 
pn prbpoung this bufinefs to the Houfe, to afk leave to 
bfing in a bill for abolifliing. the Slave Trade. But my 
Honourable Friend (Mr. Wilber force) with all his 
wiihes, and nobody has warmer wilhes, fqr the total 
Abolition of this Trade, looking to all the circumftances 
of the prefent feflion, the time which fuch a meafure will 
naturally require in both Houfes of Parliament, the great 
portion -of other public bufinefs remaining to be done, and 
the iniprobability of the meafure being ready in the pre- 
fent feffion to receive the Royal aflent, thinks it inexpedi- 
ent now to bring in a Bill for the diretSk and total Aho>- 
lition of the Slave Trade ; he being imprefled with aa 
idea that it is better not to commence fuch a meafure, 
without a fair profpe£l of its being fii\a.\\^ cLOivdojA^VYCi*^^ 
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courfe of the fame feffion. And I freely ovm myfelf 
to be convinced, that although a bill (hould pafs this 
Houfe, as I believe it would, for the total Abolition, yet 
that the Lords, let them be ever fo fincere, would un- 
doubtedly have, I will not fay pretences, but good 
Teafons to fay, that, in the prefent ftate of Parliamentary 
tufinefe, it would not be fit for them to pafs fuch a Bill 
at this late period of the feflion. What alternative then, 
was left } either to pafs this fefEon of Parliament over in 
filence^ as to the general queftion of the Slave Trade ; to 
relinquifli entirely the purfuit of that interefting fubjeft j 
or to propofe the refolution which I am about to fubmit to 
the Houfe, and which goe3, not to. pledge the Houfe to 
any particular meafure, to any particular time, to any par- 
ticular courfe, but to fliew that this Houfe is determined 
not to abandon, l>ut on the contrary to follow up, the 
queftion of the Abolition of the African Slave Trade. It 
is for this reafon that the. refolution, as I fhall move it, 
will leave two points entirely open. The firft is the 
manner in which the obje£l is to be accompliihed. On 
this point I have heard it faid that it is not by Aft of 
Parliament, or any thing that can be done in this country, 
that the Slave Trade can be abolifhed ; but that it muft 
be done by feme meafure in the Colonies j firft for the 
gradual diminution, and then for the final Abolition of 
that traffick. Now, Sir, although I have frequently heard 
hints thrown out to this effe&y I have never yet heard 
any prafticable plan propofed. When I do, I will attend 
to it with great patience ; but, haying confidered this fut- 
jeft, for eighteen years, pretty attentively, I am afraid, 
that with refpeft to myfelf for one, it wijl be rmpoffible 
to convince me that we can do our duty, on the fubjeft of 
the Slave Trade, in any way fhort of its total Abolition 
by a direft prohbitory law. Thofe, however, who think 
otherwife, will have an opportunity of ftating their opi? 
nions. So mucl> for the firfl point. 

The other point is as to the time when the Abolition 

fhould take place •, whether th^t Abolition ftiould be on 

the pafling of the aft, or the year erifuing. No longer 

delay than that, could, I apprehend, be neceflary, as it 

would be eight .years beyond the longeft period which 
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'#»$ fortnerly propofefd even by Lord Melville. To all 
thofe, however, who wifti ftill to delay that Abolition, I 
would only fay that^ for the prefent, the whole of that 
matter is left entirely open. All 1 wifh to do, is to repeat 
the declaration of this Houfe> " That the African Slave 
" Trade (hall be abolifhed i" ftating at the £ame time as 
to myfelf, that I think it ahnoft impofiible that the period 
of the Abolition fliould be too early, being of opinion, 
that any thing Ihort of immediate AboKtion will fail fhort 
of that which is due to juftice and to policy, there being 
between thefe, in my opinion, no di&rence in public any 
more than in private affairs. 

Now, Sir, as my motion goes no futrther, for the pre- 
fent, than to declare that you will, as fpeedily as poffible, 
take effectual means for abolifhing a traffick which you 
have already declared to be contrary to jullice,. humanity 
and found policy, I apprehend that there can be no great 
variety of opinion among us, and I hope that this Refolu*- 
tion will pafs with fomething like unanimity. 

But before I fit down, I would fey a few words, and 
tut a few, on points conne^ed with the prefent queftion.. 
And, firft, I would warn all the Members of this Houfe, 
not to liftcn to that flattery with which one of the 
Honourable Members for Liverpool i$ likely to affure the 
Houfe, as he and the town of Liverpool have done on 
more occafions than one, that we have already abolifhed 
the Slave Trade j— -that what we have done already, under 
the name of regulation, muft put an end to it. At the 
time when Ibme regulations were firft propofed to take 
jplace in the carrying on pf that Trade, they told us it 
would be better, as well as more candid, to aboliih th^ 
Trade at once, than adopt regulations which woyld have the 
j^ffe& of deftrqying it; and tnis they have faid of* every fub** 
fequent meafure which has been propofed with a view tp 
regulation. In ihort they have oppofed in the moft bitter 
manner every thing that has been offered even in the way 
of regulation, witnefs their oppofition to Sir William 
Dolben's bill for mitigating the horrors of the middle 
^ffage. That Bill, excellent though it was, thefe friend* 
^f the Slave Trade, oppofed moft vehemently, alleging 
that it !^uld be thp inevitable ruia o£ tix^ SVks^T\3j^\ 
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although we find, by experience, that it ha3 hacfnoftich 
effedl. And to pafs by other inftances, when it was pro- 
pofed in this very feffion to abbliOi the Foreign Slave 
Trade, and when fome gentlemen conpefted with the 
Weft Indies gave us their fupport, the people of Liverpool 
faid this was the worft mealure that could be propofed* 
They told us — " What ! Abolifli this part of the Trade ! 
♦^ Abolifh the whole of it, at once ! This is aftual deftruc- 
*' tion ! Deal fairly witli us, and tell lis that you are bont 
** upon deftroying the whole of the Trade, that we 
** may underftand you !" Thefe Gentlemen will now tell 
us — " Do not think of doing any thing more — the Trade 
** is aftually abolifhed," — -To this I fay, " Gentlemen, 
*' fince you know the thing is done, fince you are aware 
*' that the deed is executed, give me leave to alk you juft 
*^ to fet your name to it." That would not be too much 
for one Member of this Houfe to alk of another in any 
"ordinary tranfa£lion. But I am afraid that though the 
Abolition of the Foreign Slave Trade has done a great 
deal, having abolilhed more than one half of the whole ; 
yet it has left a g^rm from which the whole of the evil 
may arife again, and become more huge and hideous 
than ever. I truft therefore that the Houfe will not 
believe that there is no neceflity for the Abolition by A£k 
of Parliament. 

Now, with regard to what is ftated of the ruin of the 
Weft Indies by the Abolition of the African Trade, it is 
a fubjeft to which great attention is due ; but I am fure 
I canndt refute that afTertion more efFeftually than by 
referring to a fplendid fpeech which was delivered in this 
Houfe, by a Right Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Pitt) 
no longer among us : — a fpeech which, although not fuc- 
cefsful in gaining the votes of a majority of this Houfe, 
was neverthelefs the moft powerful and convincing elo* 
quence that ever adorned thefe w^lls : — a fpeech not of 
vague and (hewy ornament, but of folid and irrefiftible 
arguinent, founded on a detail of indifputable fa£ls, and 
unqueftidnable calculations :— a fpeech the very recital of 
which would now conclude that fubjeft, of, which how- 
ever, it is impoflible to give to thofe who had not the 
good fortune to be ptefent on that memorable occafion. 
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«ny thing but a faint idea J— ji fpeech of which I would 
fay. with the Roman author recking the words of the 
Athenian orator 

Quid 6ilet (i ipfum audivifletis ! 
That, Sir, was a fpeech which was indee^d remarkable, gs 
many other J were from the fame perfon, fpr fplerjdid elo^* 
quence, but as remarkable for folid fi^nfe and convincing 
reafon, fupported by calculations founded on fadsi and 
conciufipns drawn from premifes, as con'eAly as if they 
.had been mathematical propofitions, all tending to proves 
that inftead of the Weft India plantations fuffering. s^ 
injury, ^ey would derive a material benefit, by the Abor 
lition of the African Slave Trade. That Right Honou|^ 
able Gentleman,, with refpe^ to the liland of Jam^iea^ 
compleatly proved^ that the ftock of negroes might be kept 
up without any frefh importation from the Coaft of Africa^ 
aiid you have, in addition to that, the certainty of an in* 
creafe in the population of the flaves from their being 
placed in an ameliorated condition, which would be the 
natural eWeO, of the Abolition of the African Trade) but 
which its continuance will always materially contribute to 
retard, and, in many cafes, entirely prevent. I fhould 
have thought that what has taken place in North America 
would have fatisfied thofe who are moft prone to doubt 
that, by good treatment, the negro population tm^ be 
kept up ^without importation. Within thefe nineteen oor 
twenty years, the black population of America. has been 
nearly doubled, bir, when I hear thefe calculations made^ 
when I find them authenticated by fa^, wheil I find the 
confequences of them fo admirably il)uftrated by argument^ 
as I have done, I am driven to the conckifion that, vrith 
the fame treatment, the negro population would increafe 
every where in the plantations, as it has done in fome of 
them ; and this is a proof, I muftrnot fay a damning but 
a biefled proof, of the truth of the propofition, that there 
is no neceifity for fre(h importation to keep up the negro 
population in our Weft India plantations ; but that if you 
treat them as well as they may be treated, they will increafe 
every year ; fo that you would fbon hare, en the Jfiands, as 
many flaves as you would want.. And the eSeO, of this 
iiQcr6afingpopui»tioa:w!0|tld.be^ ngradual^ kindt ^jrudent 
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4ind well guarded emancipation of fuch individuals la 
may be fit for emancipation. By this courfe you would 
put the Iflands on the beft footing on which tney can be 
placed, and which, although not now, nor fgon, yet 
might ultimately place the flaves generally on a footing of 
freedom* I (hall only add that I hope and tf uft that the 
memory of that liioft eloquent perfon, (Mr. Pitt} whofe 
ftuthority upon this fubjedl, I have fo often quoted, and 
lake fooi delight in quoting, v^'M. not be forgotten ; and 
fihzt the Gentlemen who voted with him, fome from f riend- 
Ihip, but many more from general convi£tion, and an 
impreiGon of the fenfe of their public duty, will feel that 
they have an opportunity of ihewing zeal tor his memory, 
and of ihewing it on a queftion in which party feelings, 
ftriiing out of political connexions, can have no fhare. I 
fliall now conclude with moving — ^'^That this Houfe, con- 
*" fidering the African Slave Trade to be contrary to the 
^ principles of juftice, humanity, and found policy, will, 
^ with all pra£ticable expedition take efie£):ual meafures 
'^ for the Abolition of the faid Trade, in fuch manner, and 
*^ at fuch period, as may be deemed advifeable." 

Sir Ralph Milbank feconded the Motion. 

: General Tarlbton^^I confefs I rife under confiderable 
difadvantage after the eloquent fpeech which has juft been 
delivered. It is my duty however to trouble the Houfe 
with a few obfervadons on this momentous fubjefb. 

And firft, as to the time when that fubje£i was firfl 
brought forward. It was a time of profound peace ; when 
taxes did not prefs upon all ranks^ of people as they do 
now, when we can tnit ill afibrd to adopt any meafure 
that will ocqifion a diminution in the revenue. 

Sir, having loft the queftion of the Abolition of this 
trade in a variety of periods during the laft feventeen or 
eighteen years, that the advocates of that meafure (hould 
come forward now, at a time fo critical, is to me moft 
extraordiiiary. 

In the^mech of the Sight Honourable Gentleman, 
I think I (ee an abatement of the vehemence with which 

iU$fvl^jitdt has .ufually^beea difcuflU* He does not feem 

to 



t^' be pofltffed of bi^ former notions of the *monilrou» 
inhumanity of the trade: on that topic he has faid little* 
Sut thefe are not his only omiffions : for not a word have 
^e heard of the alteration in the circumftances of the 
times J not a word of the alteration which has taken 

Elace in our trade; not a word of the injuftice which will 
e'done to Liverpool, whenever the meafure now pro-, 
pofed, (hall be adopted ; npr of the inconvenience to be 
luffered by any other part of the kingdom. And there- 
fore I am led to think that we have not the genuine 
reafons laid before us for bringing forward this meafuret 
but that it is bottomed on fomethmg which is not ftated 
to this Houfe, on a wiih, perhaps, to gratify, for poli^cal 
purpofes, the inclinations of an Honourable Member (Mr. 
Wilberforcb} who ia (b extremely jealous oxx this 
fubjed. 

The Right Honourable Gentjenian has faid with fome 
pleafantry, that the gentlemen of Liverpool, conG^ered 
?very regulation of thirf trade as deftruftive of it. Now, ■ 
the gentlemen of Liveniool have too much fenfe to think 
ib : but I have po difficulty in faying that the profperity 
of Liverpool is intimately conne£led with the African 
Slave Trade, The Right Honourable Gentleman liays, 
that I never approved of any meafure which had for its 
objeft the regulation of the Slave Trade. Sir, it is diffi* 
jcult for me to afient to anv meafure which appears to be 
injurious to the interefts oi my conftituents, cWely con» 
neded a$ they are with the genera) interei^s of this 
country. 

As tq the fit^ation of Liverpool, I have this to fay, 
it was once a mere fiihing hamlet, but it has rifen into 
profperity in exad proportion to the extent of the African 
Blave Trade, fo ^s to oeconie the fecond place in wealth 
and population in the BritiQi empire, renowned for its 
loyalty, as well as for its commercial enterprize^ Its 
exports, independent of the African Slave Trade, are 
fuperiqr ^ any other port except that of l^don, in the 
IB^ing's dominions, and the fum which it contrib^les to 
the public pi^rfe, is near three millions annually. But 
l^iverpoo^ has fufiered much by die acceffion of die Right 
Honourable Gentlen^ua (Mr. Fqx) Xp o£ce^ IC^^iSox 
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Liverpool has fuffered, and will fuflfer confiderably, in 
confequence of the reftridlions which have been put upon 
the African Trade. Your (hipping will thereby bo 
much impaired ; And great inconveniences have been and 
will ftill be felt, from the difputes which the difcuffiona 
upon this fubjed in Parliament have produced, between 
the merchants and the planters. 

Sir, I will put it to the Houfe to confider, that this war 
18 likely to continue : if fo, we muft prepare for an 
increafe of taxation, and this meafure is one which will 
cut up, by the roots, the fources of our wealth ; fo that one 
of thefe two evils muft be the confequence, either we 
muft confent to an ignoble peace, or we muft tax the 
landed intereft, to carry on the war, a point fo clear,^ 
that I wonder the landed intereft do not appear mofh 
decidedly againft fuch a meafure as this. Nor is this all 3 
thofe who are to fuffer by the Abolition of the Slave Trade, 
will come to Parliament for compenfation for their loffes. 
There will be no pretence for refufing fuch a compenfation, 
becaufe, whatever may be faid about the injuftice or the 
inhumanity of this trade, it is not to be denied that it is a 
trade which has been carried on under the aufpices of this 
rtoufe, and agreeably to law ; and therefore if this trade 
is now to be abolifhed, all thofe who have carried it on 
muft have their loffes made up, particularly thofe who 
have been concerned in building ftiips for the trade, 
which, from their peculiar conftrudion, are unfit for any 
^ther ; and this compenfation, I can affure his Majefty'« 
Minifters, will be very confiderable in its amount. I hav€ 
no doubt that much evil will refult to this country at 
large, from the Abolition of the Slave* Trade, fliould 
that meafure be adopted j but with regard to Ijiverpool, 
I am Confident that great diftrefs, public* and private, 
will be the refult ; that bankruptcies will follow -, and 
that a number of our moft loyal, iriduftrious, and ufeful 
fubjefts Ay ill emigrate to America, 

Now, Sir, as this increafe is to produce fo many evils, 
and to afiefk fo valuable a refo,urce to the revenue of thiis 
country, as the trade of Liverpool, I can only fay that, 
whatever I may do on the prefent occafion, on fome ftage 

of 
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<iF this buiinefe^ I (hall certainly take the fenfe of rtiiiB 
Houfe; .1 

Mr. Francis.— The Honourable General's conftituenti 
are certainly at liberty to come to this Houfe for compen- 
fation when, or how they pleafe, but it does not, by lanjr 
means, follow, that, becaufe they Ihall come for compen- 
fation, this Houfe is to grant it to them, for I have no 
difficulty in faying now, before they come, that I fliall be 
very uhwilling to grant it to them, either out of my owti 
pocket, or out of the public purfe. Nor do I very well 
underftand the propriety of a claim to be founded on the* 
fofs of a trade which has long fiitce been declared by this 
Houfe, and byihe country at large, to be contrary to 
jiiftice and humanity. I will Hften to their petition, to be 
fure, and hear what fhall be faid in fupport of it, but I 
{hall certainly liften with great fufpicion and diftruft, be- 
6aufe I know that On every regulation which was offered 
to be rtiade in the African Slave Trade, thefe fame gen- 
tlemen of Liverpool exclaimed againft the meafure, and 
faid it would be abfolute deftru61:ion to their Trade; and 
fome of thefe very regulations thefe gentlemen themfelves 
haye finCe acknowledged to be beneficial. 
' Sirj my opinion on the Slave Trade; on its injuftice; 
on M -inhumanity ; on the neceffity of abolifhing it ; have 
been fo often declared in this Houfe, that it is needlefs 
for me to fay much now upon that fubjeft. I have at all 
times taken a direft part in favour of every meafure that 
was intended to bring about the Abolition. I will always 
give my fupport to every meafure for that Abolition, 
whild I have the honour of a feat in this Houfe, let that 
meafure come from whatever quarter it may. 

Sir, this explanation of my conduft will, I hope, pro- 
cure me credit, if I ftate a doubt as to the propriety of 
the-prefent mode of proceeding, for I think that we ought 
to come now, in the courfe of this debate, to the con- 
iideration of fomething more dec'tftve than is propofed in 
this Refolution* "We have had too much experience of 
the inefficiency of refolutions on this fubjeft. After what 
iias bhppened in this bufinefs, after a folemn Refolu^ion 
df this Heufe in 1792, has been wboU^ ^\ti^'5^?ct^^\^ w^ 
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inte can re^fonably tall on me to tnift to any further 
Refolution of this Houfe for aboliihmg die African Slave 
Trade. Befides, if it is too late in the feffion to carry the 
Bill for the Abolittoii of the Slav^Tride, it is too late alfo 
to carry this Refolution ; for the latter requires juft a» 
much debate as the former* I would therefore fay, try 
your Bill at once. If the difpofition of the Houfe of 
Commons is what I hope it is — if the difpofition of the 
Houfe of Lords is what I hope it is, then I fay, that the 
golden opportunity offers, feize it, and bring in your Bill 
at once. If you do not fuccecd now, I do not know wh^i 
you will. It is (Hi thefc grounds, and not at all from any 
wifh that I have to oppofethis meafure, that 1 have de- 
livered thefe fentiments, for my defire is, that a Bill may 
be brought in at once for the total Abolition of the African 
Slave Trade, 

Lord Castlereagh. — ^I do not rife to detain the Hdufe 
for any confiderable length of time on the merits of this 
great and moft interefting queftion ^ but I do not concur 
^th thofe who hold this motion to be well rimed. I think 
it would be more confiftent with the principles of thofe 
who bring this meafure forward, to introduce fome fpe^ 
ciiic prbpofition \ but I think that with reference both to 
this, and the other Houfe of f arliament, the time of ^ 
feffion which Gentlemen admit to be improper for a fpe<n 
cific meafure, is unfit alfo for the Refolurion propofed to 
tis. I own that in applying to the Refolution itfelf, I fee} 
that I am placed in a fituation of confiderable embarrafs* 
ment. On the common feelings of humanity^ indeed^ 
there can be no difficulty in forming an opinion. If that 
were all that was to be confidered, a Refolution for th^ 
immediate Abolition of the African Slave Trade might 
eafily be \'oted. But I apprehend that we are ft> far from 
making' any progrefs towards that end, by fuch a Refolu^ 
tion, that Mre may, poffibly, retard it j a,nd I think we 
Ought to cortfider whether it is not an unfortunate pre- 
dicament for this Houfe to place itfelf in, to hold out ta 
the world promifes without fulfilling them. 

As to the general principle on which this Reiblurion i& 
founded, I agree to it, and I do not know who can enter- 

UitL 
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tain a contrary opinion in this Houfe* I think it aprop0» 
faim m which no human being can entertain a doubt, namely, 
^ that THB Slave T&ADB is a great evil in itself i'* 
and I think thkt as little doubt can be etttertmned upon another 
fropqfiti^i namely, that it is the duty and the 
policy of Parliament to abrogate that fiviL and 
TO extirpate it, if that be practic^le, it being 
A stain upon the national character* But the 
^u^ftion is, whether in point of fa£t, you can do fo. Con- 
ceiving, therefore, that nothing can be worfe imagined 
than the policy of this Refolution, I am extremely anxious 
not to be underftood to give it my unqualified,. and there- 
fore I do not give an unexplained, coijicurrence. At the 
ikme time I think it would be perfe£t:ly fruitlefs to argue 
the matter now-yl (hall referve myfelf until the Right 
Honourable Gentleman fhall have brought in fome diftin^i 
propofition for the Abolition of the Slave Trade. 

Bu^, Sir, before I proceed further upon this fubje^l, I 
ihould take notice of the fituation in which we, at prefent, 
ftand— I had not the honour of a feat in this Houfe wheu 
dus fubjed was difcuffed in it, but it ftriick my mind, 
that when a Houfe of Parliament expreiTed the preci£e 
period, at which the Abolition of the African Slave Trade 
was to take place, and when that period arrived, and the 
Houfe failed to redeem its pledge with the public, it car- 
ried with it an idea, either tliat Parliament did not really 
wifh to accomplifli that obje£t, or that there was fome- 
thing impradlicable in the thing itfelf, and that tlie view 
which was taken then, of the policy of the meafure, was 
ittch as experience has fhewn it to be, a fuperficial one. 
I have no heiltation in faying, that had I been in Parlia- 
ment when this fubje61 was firft difcuifed, fuch is the 
natural repugnance I ihould feel to this trafHck, that the 
impuUe of it would . have carried me into a general con- 
currence in its unqualified Abolition. But, Hill, I hope 
the Right Honourable Gentleman will be prepared to 
admit, that if his own exertions, and thofe of other elo- 
quent Members of this Houfe, and particularly of my 
lately departed and ev«r to be efteemcd Right Honourable 
Friend (Mr. Pitt), failed of fuccefs ; the genuine fenfc 
of Parliament was jdecidedly againit them. 



( «6 ) 

It would be confuming the time of the Houfe Qimece^ 
farily. to go at prefent into the detail of the ground on 
which my fentiments on this fubjedl are founded. : I pro- 
bably ihall feel, in a future feffion, when the queftion 
comes forward in a practicable ihape, the neceflity of ' 
• dating fully my fentiments. But I have no difficulty in 
declaring now, that my feelings on this queftion, are 
^ founded on as rooted an abhorrence of this traffick, as 
thofe of any other Gentleman in this Houfe, and I regret 
the continuance of the African Slave Trade, as much as 
any Gentleman who would go the greateft lengths for its 
Abolition, No individual would go further than I would 
do to feparate this Trade from the Weft India Trade, 
being as I feel it to be, againft all the principles of juftice . 
and humanity. It has exifted, however, for a lotlg period, 
. and will, I am afraid, cxift for a long period to come ; 
and what I muft lament, is that the courfe which the Right 
Honourable Gentleman is purfuing on this fubje£t, moft 
honeftly and humanely I have no doubt in its intention, 
. has been fo unfortunate in its effeft, as to be fo far from 
.diminifhing that it has increafed the evil in queftion. So 
that fo far from ferving the caufe of humanity, have been 
the efforts of thofe who have attempted to abolilh the 
Slave Trade, that calamities have arifen out of thofe very 
efibrcs, and more will be felt, fo long as the matter 
remains undecided. 

I underftand that in the event of this Refolution being 
agreed to, my Honourable Friend (Mr. Wilberforce) 
.is to move an Addre{s to His Majefty that he may be 
.graciouily pleafed to fignify his readinefs to co*operate 
with Foreign Powers in their endeavours to aboliln the 
Slave Trade. Now,rfayi fuppofing all this accompHflied, 
and that all the powers of the vrarld were to fignify to 
thi« country their general abhorrence of this trade ; what 
fecurity would that give you for its difcontinuance ? I 
would alk the Right Honourable Gentleman who brings 
this refolution forward, whether if he were to advife His 
Majefty to make this declaration of his readinefs to co- 
operate with other powers in this Abplition,— to France, 
to Spain, or Portugal, — ^it would have any effeSt ? I would 
alk die Right Honourable Gentleman; whether he knows 

what 
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^lifLt is ihe opinion of the individual who is at the head 
•of the French government, and what is the fixed policy of 
the Spaniih goveml»ient, on this fubjeft ? Their intention 
18 to carry on this trader and it will be condu£bed by 
i>thers under their flags, fo that the triade will be carried 
-on in a mote inhuman manner hereafter than it is at 
prefent. The Right Honourable Gentleman can hardly 
be ignorant of the intentions of France and Spain, and 
he muft know what the intentions of Portugal are upon 
this fubjed, and, therefore that my honourable friend 
(Mr. Wilberforce) fhould hope to fucceed in his 
bbjed, by addreffing His Majefty to declare his readinefs 
to co-operate with foreign powers, to abolifli the Slave 
Trade, merely becaufe Denmark has made fome attempt . 
of that kind, is very extraordinary. But I will go further, 
and fay that if the Right Honourable Gentleman were to 
luccecd in perfuading the French Government, and the 
Spanifh Government, as well as Denmark, to promije to 
put an end to the Slave Trade, yet my opinion is, that 
ieven then there would be no fecurity for its Aboli- 
tion. My opinion decidedly is, that if all the govern* 
ments in the world were determined to put down this 
Traffick, it would riot therefore be put down. You can- 
not do it by all the governments in the world. For 
although you may prevent the inhabitants of a parent Jiatt 
from being concerned in it, yet that parent (late cannot 
prevent its Colonies from carrying on that traffick ; for if 
the parent ftate werelo prohibit the colonies from carry- 
ing it on, it would be carried on by frauds which the 
parent ftate would have no means of preventing. And 
therefore I do fay that the general confent of all the 
parent ftates of Europe, fuppofing you could obtain it, 
- Would efied nothing without the cordial co-operation of 
the Colonies- Then, if in that view of the matter the 
thing is impracticable in itfelf as a general fyftem, I am 
t)erfuaced that our taking it up in the way Which feems to 
oe in vifcw, will be fo fat from ferving the caufe of huma* 
nity, that it will increafe the evil and expofe us to thie 
tiik of iofing a fource of Traffick which is eflential to 
pur naval ftrength, without any advantage, of any kind 
whatever, to counterbalance the lofa. Imo^dxicvQx^^'v.^ 

C ^*^^ 
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wiih that our national intereft w^s confidered'in a more 
enlarged point of view. I am not only convinced that this 
zneafure would throw the Trade into other hands, but by 
occafioning a deficiency in the fupply of our own Colonies^ 
would drive them to adopt means of obtaining fujf- 
plies againft the law. Oiir Colonies will be as well fup- 
plied as they now are, and that by a contraband trade, 
after all your regulations {hall have been pad. 

Now, it may be afked, " Is this country for ever to 
** remain fatisfied, to admit of an evil of this great extent ; 
^' and make no eSoit to get rid of it ?" I certainly think 
that if the enemies of the Slave Trade had bent their 
zninds to a more prafiical and bufinefs-like view of this 
queftion ; if they had not conlidered themfelves pledged 
to their firft opinion, and had defifted from endeavouring 
to do more than was praflicable, they, long ere this, 
might have made fome progrefs in their ohjeSt ; but by 
endeavouring' to puih matters to extremes they have 
mifled their aim. I fhould, therefore, wifh that no propo- 
rtion fiiould be fubmitted to this Houfe, fignifying that 
we are to go ft> the immediate Abolition of the African 
Slave Trade. In the prefent condition of things I ihould 
think that moft unwife, becaufe it would be committing 
Parliament to do that which Parliament cannot do. 
Therefore you are only fhewing your own incompetency, 
and expofing the character of this Houfe when you are 
voting thcfe general Refolutions. The prefent Motion 
indeed is fo worded that I do not fee how it can, with 
propriety, be rejefted ; but when carried, it may pledge 
this Houfe to fometbing which it may not be able to per- 
fiacm* The queftion before us is one the whole of the 
policy of which is not feen at the firit view of it, and the 
purfuit of which may be attended by confequences the 
moft lamentable: t mean it will have tne eSeOt of increas- 
ing the evil which it is the ohjeGi of thefe Gentlemen to 
put an end to. The period of making Motions of this 
nature has been confidered by the Planters, as the feafon 
of their harveft ; and Liverpool never did any thing like 
the bufinefs in the fame period of time, in me African 
Slave Trade^ as it did in the interim between the time of 
paBng the Refolution of this Houfe for the Abolition of 
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tihat Trad^i and the period at which it was to have been 
aboliihed. Therefore, I fay, that nothing is fo bad as 
ftating a time at which the traffick (hall ceale by law. My 
convidion is, that you have proceeded on a wrone prin* 
ciple. If you had meant to combat this evil efieSually, 
you would have followed the policy of your fyftem of 
reform at home, not by dired prohibition, but by other 
means which will ultimately have the effed of a pro- 
hibition. If you find that you cannot remove evils at 
home by prohibition, how much lefs can you accomplifh 
iuch an objeA by fuch means, in the Iflands and Planta« 
tions, where you will want the aid of the civil authority 
to countera£^ the natural intereft of the. Iflands. There- 
fore, I apprehend, if you had looked to what the courfe 
of nature would have done for you, you would not have 
adopted the principle of prohibition, for that is an im» 

Jolitig mode of accomplifhing your end ; but you wouM 
ave adopted a fyftem of duty on frefh importations, to be 
carried on progreffively, as tar as it could be made effec- 
tual without encouraging a contraband or fmuggling trade* 
You ought to take it moderately at firft, and raife it gra* 
4uaUy, until it (hould come, at laft, to the higheft, fo as 
to operate as a prohibition, and in the interim, by the 
gradation of your advancement, you would have held out 
no encouragement to any contraband traffick* The duty 
thus raifed, I think, ihould go back again, into the pocket 
of the Planter^ as a premium to him, upon a civen increafe 
on the negro population of his eft ate. This would be 
to him the beft inducement for the good ufage of the 
negroes, which would then produce a dire£b and imme« 
4diate advantage, as indeed it would be always the ultimate 
benefit of the plantations. This is the fyftem by which 
you might have accompliftied the Abolition of the Af- 
rican Slave Trade ; for, by this fyftem, the Planters, in* 
ftead of oppofing, would have gone along with you, fo 
chat the African Slave Trade would have been difcon- 
tinued. Nor do I believe you can accompliih your objed: 
completely, by any other mode. No zQ, of Parliament, 
paft in this country, can have an effediu^ operation in a 
remote part of our dominion, againft the natural intereft 
of thofe who are to carry it into execution. I do^ tJ\<^\^ 
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fere, put it to the underftanding, as well as to the feelings 
of the Houfe, that we have no alternative but to adopt 
this fyftem ; for I am convinced we (hall never make any 
^ffe£tual progrefs in the diminution of this evil, but by 
fome meafure which ihall carry the interefts and the feel* 
ings of the Colonies along with us; and that we fhajl 
^ever, as a nation, do any good in controuling them, unlefs 
we can (hew the policy of our aft to be confident with 
their immediate intereft. If we were to prohibit . the im* 
portation into our Colonies, it would operate only on our 
own {hipping, for the importation would be immediately 
carried on by France. It is well worth the while of the 
Right Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Fox) to confider by 
what means befides that of reafoning he can couhtera^ 
the efforts of a mighty nation in the hands of an ambitious^ 
Chief. If you can counterafk that ambition, by making 
it the intereil of the Colonies no longer to encourage the 
importation, by putting them iii a ftate not to want it» 
your obje£fc will be accompliflied ; otherwife you will 
only make France, indead of yourfelves, a drain upon 
Africa. Therefore, I am perfuaded, if the Right Honour- 
able Gentleman means to make any ufeful progrefs in thig 
great work of humanity, he muft look towards fome pro* 
pofition of the nature I have Hated j and in that cafe, | 
am convinced there is no body of people in this world 
who will be more ready to jgo along with him, than the 
Merchants concerned in this Trade; who I think have 
been dealt vnth, by the r ight Honourable Gentleman, ia 
a manner which they are perfeftly juftified in refilling. 

If, however, he would point his views in a. (hape 
confident with their intered, fuch as would Icmd alfo to 
the general intereds of humanity, I am fure that no man 
can entertain a doubt that he vtrill have the cordial co^ ' 
operation of the Wed India Planters. If this fydem had 
been adopted when the Abolition was fird propofed, 
confideri. .g the charadier of the perfons who would have 
been concerned in it, great progrefs would have been made 
towards the redudiion of the evil. 

Sir, ,1 may have faid more than I intended at fird, but 
I fhould wiih to fee fome fair, intelligible, praf^ical mode 
^id before the Houfe. I thinks however^ that the prefect 
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meafare !s unwifei is it holds out a fort of promife for die 
Abolition of the Slave Trade^ and yet it does not compret' 
hend the real fcope of opinion of the different Members of 
lihis Hoi^fe ; for inany may vote for this refolution, who 
fnay not be able to agree to any propoiition which Miniftert 
jnay prqpofe to ingraft upon it. I therefore wifti that this Re-^ 
folution might not be perfifted in ; but not feeling inclined 
to take the fenfe of die Houfe on the point, at prefent, 
I wifli to be underftood to referve my opinion, which I 
(hall give at large when^ any intelligible propoiitipn is 
brought forward on the fubjedi. 

The Solicitor General (Sir Samuel Romilly) — ^I cer- 
tainly fbould haye more cordially fupported a motion for 
leave to bring in a Bill for the total and immediate Abor 
lition of the African Slave Trade, than I do the prefent 
motion. Tet although the motion does not go fo far as I 
could have wiflied it to have gone, ft ill I truft the Houfe 
will think it ought to be adopted. If the Honourable 
Gentleman who fpoke laft but one (Mr. Francis) thinks 
it more expedient to proceed to the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade immediately, there is nothing to hinder him from; 
taking any meafure which he may think defirable for that 
purpofe, notwithftanding the adoption of the motion now 
before the Hoi^fe. 

The Noble Lord who fpoke lait, fays that the Refolu- 
tion is fo vague and indefinite, as to be unintelligible. 
Now, Sir, I do not fee that there is any ambiguity in the 
Refolution, for it only ftates, *^ That the Houfe cbnfider- 
** ing the African Slave Trade, to be contrary to the prin- 
^* ciples of juftice, humanity, and found policy, will, 
*' with all practicable expedition, take efFe£tuaI meafures 
** for the Abolition of the faid trade, in fuch manner, and 
f* at fuch period, as may be deemed advifeable/' 

My reafon for troubling the Houfe on this occafion is, 
not to go into the queftion of the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade, a queftion which it is almoft too late to argue i 
for it does appear to me, that there is now nothing 
new to be difcuffed. I know of nothing in fupport of 
the continuance of the Slave Trade, but aifertions al- 
ready difproved> and arguments ali^^id^ i^lwx.^^ -^x^ 
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therefore there remains nothing to be argued. It doei 
not thence follow that nothing remains to be done. 
On the contrary^ I, as an individual of this country^ 
)do feel moft ferioufly the reproachful fituation in which 
we ftand at this moment, with refpefb to the Slave** 
Trade. The year 1796 was the utmoft limit allowed for 
the exiftence of that moft abominable and difgraceful 
traffick, and yet it ftill fubfifts. — ^It is not however ftating 
the cafe fairly to fay, that this Houfe has made a pledge, 
and that it has not done any tiding to redeem that pledge^ 
for this Houfe, in the feilion before the laft, pafled a Bill 
for the Abolition of the African Slave Trade ; and it was 
only becaufe another Hbufe of Parliament did not agree to 
it, that the Bill was loft. In a very thin Houfe, and on 
a very unexpedled diviiion in the laft feilion. the mea- 
fure was loft ; and th^ fituation in which this country 
ftands in confequence of it, appears to me the moft re* 
proachful and the moft difgraceful in which it can poilibly 
be placed. I can very well underftand, that nations as 
well as individuals, may he guilty of the moft immoral 
acls, from their not having the courage to inquire into 
their nature and confequences. Before the year 1789, 
this country had not the courage to inquire into all the 
circumftances of this inrade. But in that year this Houfe 
had the courage to appoint a Committee to inveftigate the 
•complaints which were preferred againft it. The Com* 
jnittee fat, and after a painful and anlious inveftigation^ 
they, reported to this Houfe a great body of evidence^ 
by which it is eftabliftied beyond the poflibility of difpute^ 
that the African Slave Trade is carried on by rapine, 
robbery, and murder; by encouraging and by fomening 
wars ; by falfe accufations and imaginary crimes. Thus 
are thefe unliappy beings, in order to fupply this Traffick 
in human blood, torn from their families, relatives, and 
homes, not only in war, but profound peace, and after 
being fold in their native land, they are carried acrofs the 
Atlantic, in the moi\^ deplorable ftate in which it is poffible 
to convey them alive, and under circumftances of too much 
horror to bear reflediion. 

Now, Sir, after all this has been proved ; after it has 
been afcertained by indifputable evidence) that this trade 
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cannot be carried on without the mod iniquitous praftices ; 
that rapine, robbery, and murder are the foundations of it ; 
that men are falfely accufed, and on falfe accufations con- 
demned, in order to fuppiy its yi£lims) that wars are 
fomented to fupport this Traffick; that moft difgufting 
cruelties attend it, in the paflage of this unhappy part of 
our fpecies from their native home to the place of their 
ilavery \ that, they are there fubjedied to a cruel and per- 
petual bondage ;— *I do fay that this Trade, ought not to be 
fuffered to continue for an hour ; it^ is a ftain upon out 
national reputation, and ought to be wiped away. The 
inhumanity of the Traffick is moft enormous, and fuch as 
we cannot look at without {huddering. Since the period 
at which we refolved to abolifli this Trade, viz. 1796, 
nolefs than 3(0 thoufand individuals have been torn by us 
from the coaft of Africa to fupply tliis Trade ! Such is the 
accumulation of guilt that hangs on the Englifh nation 
at this moment ! I cannot, therefore, fufFer this fubjetEl 
to pafs, without expreffing my moft anxious wifh to con- 
cur in the immediate Abolition of a Traffick, that has 
brought, upon this nation fuch idelible difgrace. And I 
do not objed to the prefent motion, becaufe it is perfe£kly 
confiftent with that wiih. 

But it is faid, that if the Abolition of the Slave Trade 
is to take place, it will be neceflary to make compenfation 
to thofe who now carry it on, for the lofs which they will 
fuftain by its difcontinuance ; and that this compenfation 
muft be a large one. That is a fubje6^ for a fubfequent 
canfideration. I will grant, however, for the fake of the 
argument, and for the fake of the argument only, that 
this compeniation may be neceifary ; but then I would alk 
thofe who maintain that neceffity, whether (if this be in- 
deed a debt due from the people of England to a few 
individuals) the debts of the j^eople of England are to be 
paid with the blood of the people of Africa ? I do not 
know whether we are bound to make any compenfation in 
this cafe \ but if we are, the blood of our fellow-creatures 
is not the medium through which that compenfation ought 
to flow. The people of England are not to confeiit that 
there ihould be carried on, m their name, a fyftem of 
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bloody npine» robbery and murder; and that, merely 
becaufe we muft make compenfation to fome individuals. 
' I do not fee any reafon to enter into the queftioai 
generally, except to obferve on one point which has been 
ftated by the noble Lord who fpoke laft^ He feems to 
think that there is no mode of aboliihing this Trade but 
With the concurrence of the Colonies ; — that we muft ob- 
tain their confent to the meafure ;^^that it muft be left td 
their feelings. If fo, I am afraid we (hall never aboliih it; 
If we refer to the .correfpondence of the Weft India 
Governors, we fhall find that nothing of this kind is be 
cxpcdied, and that whenever we have exprefled a defire to 
ftboliih the Slave Trade, the aim of the Colonies has 
been to difappoint us in the attainment of that objed* And 
I would take the liberty of afking the noble Lord, whether 
he thinks this country ought to endure the difgrace and 
the guilt of continuing this hateful Traffick, until the period 
at which the Colonies fliall confent to its Abolition* 

As to the objection which^ the Noble Lord has ftarted, 
of this Refolution being too vague and indefinite, I cjin 
only fay that it appears plain to me ; and that the fubfti* 
tute for an immediate Abolition which he recommends to 
die Houfe, viz. an Abolition by way of duty, and alfo 
tfiat we fhould confult the >vill of the Planters, is indeed 
extremely vague and indefinite; for it is impoffible for 
any human being to meafure the fpace between the pre- 
fent time and the Abolition of the Slave Trade, if that 
meafure is to depend on the concurrence and approbation 
of the Colonies. 

I (hall not detain the Houfe any longer. I have ftated 
my reafons for wifhing for the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade. I have affigned reafons why I could wifh that not 
a moment of unnece^ary delay (hould take place in the 
iiccomplifhment of that good end, in getting rid of that 
ftain on our national chara£ker. I am of opinion that thia 
Refolution is confiftent with that obje£t, and therefore it 
has my entire concurrence. 

General Gascoin£ — I was moft folicitous to catch 
your eye Sir, at an early period of this debate, but I have 
now the fatisfadion to reflet that many of the arguments 

which 
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which have Seen brought forward in fupport of thia 
Motion, have been fo ably anfwered, and many of thofe 
points which I had to offer fo ably anticipated, by a Noble 
Lord (Lord Castlereagh) who has fpoken lately in thia 
debate, that it will not be ncceflary for me to go fo fully 
into the queftion as I meant to do. And 1 muil fay, that 
in what has fallen from the Right Honourable Gentleman 
who brought forward this Motion, and to whom we all 
look up for every thing which ^talents can accomplifli, 
nothing which can be faid to be ne^w has been offered 
upon this fubjeft : nothing has been faid in addition to 
the arguments formerly offered, and which have been 
already anfwered by the votes of this Houfe. There can 
therefore exiil no reafon for altering our opinion with 
refpeft to meafures like the prcfent. This however I 
know, that all thofe whofe property is to be affefted by- 
them, have a right to complain, ana that they will com- 
plain, and that we fhall be under the neceffity of urging, 
arguments in their behalf, which the Right Honourable 
Gentleman will fay are unfounded, but which, I fay, are 
founded in juflice, becaufe they ought to be indemnified 
for the lofTes which they fhall fuftain. But what I would 
wiih chiefly to imprefs on this Houfe, is that the repeated 
difcuflions of the fubjeft in this Houfe, and in other 
places, particularly in the Weft Indies, arc extremely 
dangerous, in as much as tliey lefien the fecurity of pro- 
perty 5 an effeft which is deftru6tive to the Colonies, as 
well as to tlie merchants in this coiintry who are con- 
cerned in the Wefl India Trade. Unlefs therefore yoa- 
abolifh the Trade at once, which I fay you cannot do, the 
lefs you fay about it the better. 

But on the fubjeft of humanity; admitting the principle 
of the Advocates for the Abolition to be juft, i fay the 
ohjeSt of humanity will not be attained by Abolition, for 
it will only increafe the demand from ether Powers if we 
difcontinue it. And tlierefore if the l>ade be inhuman, 
which I do not admit, you will not diminifh the evil by the 
Abolition. But I will venture to fay that the prefent 
meafure has not humanity for its objed, or at leaft it will 
not produce that efFe6^. 

The time, in which this moafure is brought forward, I 

» thiuL 
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think" is quite ol>je£l;'ionable. This is a time when \^e- 
ought to fofter our Trade and improve our Manufactures, 
and proteft our Commerce ; not a time to be indulging 
in idle and fpecubitive opinions. If we are to try fpecula- 
tive opinions, let us try them when we have not the fame 
neceflity of taxation. Your Colonial produce is eflTential 
to youV taxation, and this the exigency of the war will 
require to be augmented, inftead of being diminifhed. 

Sir, there is one point' which I have not heard touched 
upon, and to which I fhall take this opportunity of allud- 
ing 5 I mean the injuftice of our legiflating for the Colo- 
nies, I know you cannot lay taxes on them without their 
confent ; but there feems to me very little difference be- 
tween laying taxes on them and affecting their intereft by 
a meafure like this. That is a queftion however on which 
I only lightly touch, for the prefent, 

A Right Honourable Gentleman fpoke cf what he 
called the horrors of the middle paflage; but the ftatements. 
on this point were exaggerated, as appeared afterwards by 
the trial of Captain Kimber ; and I am confident that the 
Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Wilberforce) will not 
now urge the fame things which he formerly did upon 
that fubje<3:, becaul'e they have been proved to be un- 
founded. [Hear ! hear ! from Mr. Wilberforce.] 

Sir, we heav a great many hard words refpeGing this 
trade. Robbery, rapine, murder, and all the other ter- 
rible expreflions which the language can afford, have 
fallen from the lips of fome Gentlemen in this Houfe j 
and we have heard much again ft Slavery as being incon- 
fiftent with the principles of our Conftitution. Now that 
was fo far from being the opinion of our anceftors, that it 
was admitted, by them, to be neceffary. So far has it 
been from being confidcrcd an odious thing, that no civi- 
lized nation ever exifted upon the earth in wjiich Slavery 
did not exift, in fome degree or other, under different 
regulations, as different circumllances might require. 
. Sir, the Right Honourable Gentleman will eafily con- 
fute me if I am wrong, but I fliall quote divine authority 
to this Houfe to fhev/, that the greateff, the wifeft, and 
the happieft nation upon earth, admitted Slavery j for in 

the 
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rile Ct5th chapter of Leviticus, and in the 44.th and 46th 
verfes, it is thus recorded : 

^' Both thy bondmen and thy bondmaids,, which 
*"^ thou fhalt have, {hall be of the Heathen, that are 
" round about thee ; of them fl^all you have bond- 
" men and bondmaids. 

" And tliou Ihalt take them as an inheritance for 
*^ thy children after thee to inherit them for a poflef- 
" fion, they fhall be thy bondmen for ever.'* 
Now, Sir, I am fure that the honourable and learned 
Oentlefnan who fpoke laft, had he attended at all to the 
-queftion as it really is, would have been much more mode- 
rate in his language, inftead of dealing out, as he has done, 
anathemas of the moft unfounded kind. But this queftion 
.has hitherto been treated quite unfairly; and I truft it will 
appear to the Houfe that its proper courfe is to appoint 
a Committee to examine into the loflfes of thofe who fhall be 
fufFerers by the Abolition of this Trade, before any idea can 
-be ferioufly entertained of that Abolition. I fliould think that 
the Houfe would lay it down ^s a principle in tlie outfet of 
fuch a proceeding as this, that indemnity to thofe who 
may fuffer binder it, will be a diftinguifliing feature of any 
Bill that may be brought forward. For furely in your 
anxious wifhes to favour Africans, you will not deny 
juftice to your own countrymen; for it muft be remem- 
bered that the fliips which have been fitted up for this 
. Trade, muft be broken up for old timber when the trade 
. is abolifhed j for they will not.be fit for any other trade, 
on account of their being built, according to Aft of Parlia- 
ment, of particular dimenfions* And I fay alfo, that your 
having fuffered the Trade to exift fo long, is a reafon 
. why you cannot aboliih it without injuftice, unlefs you 
afford, to every perfon Interefted in its continuance, full 
indemnity for his lofs; and I fay, that as to the town of 
Liverpool, it will be abfolutely ruined by that Abolition. 

Now I come to the point which the Right Honourable 
Gentleman reminded me of; which is a declaration of 
mine in th^s Houfe, 'from which I do not flirink. What 
. I faid then was what I fhall now repeat, notwithftanding 
what has been faid by that Right Honourable Gentleman, 
That knov/ing the benefits that have refulted to this cpuntqr 
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from the Slave Trade, I think it would have been advife* 
able to inftitute ratlicr than abolifh fuch a Trade y for 
I know that if it had not been for that Trade, this coun- 
trj^ would never have been in its prefent independent 
fituation. Will any one affert that Europeans can cultivate 
our Colonies? If he thinks fo, I would advife him to 
look at the returns of the mortality of our regiments 
which do military fervice there, and that will correft his 
judgment ; for certain it is, that Europeans cannot live 
there. 

After all, Sir, there is a leading objection to the refo- 
lution now propofed, independently of the merits of the 
Slave Trade ; which is this, That it calls upon the Houfc 
to pledge itfelf to that which is indefinite : and you may 
as well fay, we will do that of which there has been no 
notice, whatever loflfes that may occafion to individuals ; 
and all this although Parliament formerly thought it necef- 
fary to give a notice of fix years of fuch a meafure being 
intended, and found it impra£ticable, when that time had ex- 
pired. You certainly fliould firft fay, ** there fhall be no 
** more fhips allowed to enter into this Trade;" or you 
ihould fay, " We will abolifh the Slave Importation Trxde, 
*^ when the Colonies fliall be in a given ftate of black popu- 
** lation," In that, there would be fomething to reft upon 5 
but at prefent, and upon the face of this Refolution, 
there is nothing to lay hold of : we know not what may 
be built upon it. Neither do I think that a matter of fuch 
national importance as this is, fhould be difcufied in a 
Houfe fo thin, when not a fifth of the complement of its 
Members attend the difcuflion; and it will be but an 
indifferent triumph to the friends of the meafure now before 
us, to have it carried by a majority of eleven, twelve, or per- 
haps twenty, in fo thin a Houfe, when a full one fhall re- 
verfe the decifion. For thefe reafons I fliall give my negative 
to this motion. I am the more inclined to do fo, becaufe of 
the meafure which, I underftand, is to follow it, (viz. an Ad- 
drefs to His Majefty to negociate wirh foreign powers for the 
general alkrfition) and which cannot be of any avail until it 
has received the ianHion of every branch of the legiflature, 
I vhil only add that this meafure appears to me to be ex- 
ttemely ill timed, when you are calling on your Sovereign 
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an4 your Country to enter into the embarraflmerits of a 
war, the end of Which you do not pretend to be able to fore* 
fee. On thefc grounds, although I fliail now trouble the 
Houfe no further, I (hall take an opportunity on a future 
occafion to deliver my fentiments upon this fubjeft more at 
large. — 

Mr. WiLBERFORCE — ^The fportive manner, in which 
theHonourableGentleman whohas juft fat down, hasfpoke 
upon thequeftion before the Houfe, contrafted as it will be 
with the ferious manner in which my fenfe of duty will 
lead me to treat it, will afford variety at leaft to the Houfe. 
For my own part I fhall take the fame courfe as my friend 
oppofite to me, in confidering this queftion, as a queftion 
as important to the juftice, and interefting to the humanity 
•f this Houfe, as any that ever gained the attention of the 
Legiflature. 

With regard to one part of the fpeech of the Hor.our- 
able General ; I allude to the levity with which he treated 
Scripture; I am doubtful whether he might not have 
been checked by the regular inforcement of the orders of 
the Houfe, which have decorum for their bafis. Could I 
perfuade myfelf that the Honourable General really believes 
that the Slave Trade is fanftioned by our holy religion, 
I (hould be difpofed to pity his weaknefs, and fhould wil- 
lingly endeavour to reftify his miftaken judgment in the 
fpirit of mildnefs and conciliation. But it is impofBble 
not to perceive, in the very tone and manner of his allufion 
to the facred writings, that their authority has not been 
adduced by him for any purpofe of grave and ferious ar- 
gument, on the prefent occafion. It feems therefore 
unneceffary for me to difprove the allegation, that Scrip- 
ture gives any countenance to- the Slave Trade, efpecially ' 
as I am fully confident that this Houfe is already impreffed 
with a contrary conviftion. Indeed, among the various 
fignal proofs of the purity and excellence of the religion 
we profefs,' it is not the leaft remarkable that not only is 
the pn2Bice of the Slave Trade forbidden, and the prin-^ 
ciple on which it proceeds held out- for our abhorrence ; 
but it is fpacifically denounced as the worft of robbery, thofe . 
concerned ia it being branded as " the ftealers or men." 
Befidesj the CYjminalitv of this pTuO^'vc^ \s -^xxt ^xs. ^"jxa 
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ibid univerfal principles, clear in their meaning, and ren- 
fonaUe in their application ; principles which both point- 
edly interdift the indulgence of vicious and mercenary 
wiflies, and require us always to aft on motives of love 
and kindne'fs, and good will to man. . Indeed it is one 
df the glories of Chriflianity to have gradually extinguifhed 
the Slave Trade, and even Slavery, wherever its influence 
was felt. 

With regard to the arguments which have been urged 
to night, by a noble friend of mine, (Lord Castlereagh) 
undoubtedly I fhoukl have liflened to them with confider- 
able regret, if I had not, for many years, heard the fame 
fpecies of reafoning a conftant attendant on the difcullion 
of this fubjeft. One part indeed of the fpeech of my 
noble friend I heard with fatisfaftion; I mean his declarr^ 
tion of the abhorrence and deteftation in which he holds 
the tilave Trade, and which he ahnoft exhaufted the 
powers of language to exprefs. I am concerned however 
to find, that notwithftanding that abhorrence and detefta- 
tion, my noble friend is refolded to forego the indulgence 
of thofe fentiments, by refufing his aflent to the only 
means by which a period can be put to the Slave Trade ; 
while at the fame time, he never, for one moment, has 
himfelf propofed any meafure for its Abolition. When 
my noble friend confiders who the perfons are who have ex- 
prefTed approbation of his fpeech to night, and who feemed 
to dwell with delight on every word that fell from his 
lips ; he muft be ftruck with it as a ftrange circumftarsce, 
that, if he really abhors and detefts the Slave Trade, his 
fpeech (hould have given fuch cordial fatisfaftion to thofe 
who the m'oft earneftly wi(h for its continuance, and who 
are uniform in oppoling every endeavour to procure its 
Abolition, or even, by regulation, to reftrain its enormities* 
The Noble Lord fays, he abhors and detefts the Slav(> 
Trade 5 ^ but the friends of that Trade think otherwife^ or 
they would not have fo loudly applauded his fpeech. They 
feemed to fay to him by their chears, " You fay you de- 
*' teft and abhor the Slave Trade ; you may think you do, 
** but it is no fuch thing j we know you better than you 
** know yourfelf : you profefs to be an enemy to t;he 
'* Slave Tr:xiej but in truth you are its beft friend, what- 
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** ever fentiments you may profefs to feel, or with what- 
** ever warmth you may exprefs thofe feelings, if you 
** fpeak and vote with us againft a meafure which ii 
*• intended for its Abolition.'* 

My noble friend, while he blames the method which 
I have purfued for aboliming this Trade, recommends 
another method, which he thinks will be more effe6i:ual. 
Sir, it is no fmail fatisfa£lion to me in the difcuflion of 
this great queltion to refledt, that nearly all the mofi: con- 
liderable men for talents and refpedtability on both fides 
of this Houfe, who feldom all agree on other fubjefts, 
have been able to agree with me, not only in favour of 
Abolition itfelf, but alfo in favour of the particular mode 
in which I have propofed to eflefl it. I regret indeed that 
my noble friend is not among tlie number, but I fhall 
aiever defpair of fuccefs while I enjoy fuch able and difin- 
terefted fupport. With refpefb to my noble friend's plan 
for aboiifhing the Trade, it would place the period of the 
Abolition, (if it would ever happen under fuch a fyftem), to a 
very remote diilance indeed. I even queftion whether any 
plan could be adopted whicji would more effeftually tend 
4:o perpetuate tlie Slave Trade, than that fuggefted by my 
noble friend. The mode which he propofes is that of 
a* fyftem of duty on the importation of Slaves. Every, 
body who has had the good fortune to hear my noble 
friend in this Houfe, on any other occafion, will admit 
that it is but juftice to fay that he makes himfelf mafter of 
every fubjedVon which he fpeaks. But the prefent queftion 
I Ihould conceive to be an exception ; becaufe he does not 
appear to me to be acquainted with the chief arguments on 
which it refts, and has overlooked all the moft material 
confideration^ on which my late Right Honourable Friend, 
(Mr. Pitt) on whofe fpeech on this fubje<9: the Right 
Honourable Gentleman, who brought forward this Motion, 
pronounced fo juft an eulogium, contended for the Abo- 
lition of the African Slave Trade. 

Now, Sir, with regird to the principle of duty on the. 
importation of negroes into the Weft India Colonies } 
does not my noble friend reco]le<S, that although during 
the time we have been difcuffing this fubjeft, the price or 
Slaves has increafed loo per cent, ihax \& x<5i ^^^ fesox 
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tkhtr to ferentr pounds a head, a much larger iiKAeaft 

th:ir. zr.j dury which he would think of impofing, yet that 

th'j r. amber cf Siaves in: ported into the Colonies has not 

<!!rr.lr.i!her!r Cut r.':: to cwcil c.n this view of the fubjedi 

I viicnld \iti rr." r.^'.ie ::::::.: hcvv- he vili recbncile this 

fTcy.iii V. :::i ar.-rr/.^r p-rt li his fpcech, in which he 

2/'\rf:.[ ;;■; :hat it ii impCxTiblc :o enforce anv law refpeft-' 

i'.y r't.',', 'ii'i^ie, V. ill -cut the concurrence ct the Colonies 

r;-.':rf.fe.vr:'. ; that unlels their wifhes are in unifon with 

c;-— ., v/c cin <io n oiiiing even in the way of regulating 

tiA\ Trixle; and that if we fiiould proceed to abolifli this 

Trade without their confent, they would ftHl import, by 

mran*, cf fmug;^ling, as many negroes as they fhculd 

winr. If that will be the cafe, even with all the facilities 

f.f prevention which a total prohibition of the Trade would 

obvioufly ^ifTord, how is a fyftem of duty to anfwer the 

purpoff; of diminifliing the importation! Will not th* 

u-.Ui^AMun to fmuggle exifl, as well in the cafe of a duty 

r.ri ii»iportation, as in that of a prohibitory law; while the 

c^iportunity of fmuggling will be much greater in the 

fr/rmcr than in the latter ? Is not a fyftem of duties the 

dirc£t and immediate caufe of fmuggling? It muft be 

obvious then, that a fyftem of duties on die importation 

of negroes cannot pofiibly anfwer the purpofe of my noble 

friend, which is to prevent that importation from taking 

place by fmuggling. Befides, if we cannot do any thing 

cfi'e£tual in this matter without the confent of the Color 

nies, what hope can we entertain of obtaining that confent 

to the Noble Lord's fyftem of duty ? After all, I incline to 

think that my noble friend puftied his argument too far, in 

refpcft to the' facility of fmuggling negroes into the Iflands, 

in the cafe of a prohibitory law. Can my noble friend 

maintain that it is more eafy to evade the vigilance of our 

Cuftom-houfe officers and Cruizers, in (hips which are filled 

with a cargo of negroes, than in thofe which come with 

lumber or provifions from America, articles which we 

know the Colonies in the Weft Indies greatly want to in-« 

troduce, but which our Cuftom-houfe regulations have 

made it extremely difficult, if not impoffible, to efFed. 

We all know that the difficulty of eluding the vigilancef 

of the Cuftom-houfe officers and Cruizers muft be greater 

"vis. 
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e ^afe of a total prohibition urith regard to (hips 
: with negroes, than if they were laden with any 
article, for in the latter cafe, there being nothing il* 
in the importation of the articles themfelves, but 
in their being brought in one kind pf fhip irather than 
er, the chance of efcaping detection is. greatly in- 
^d. With regard to dead materials alfo their form may 
be changed without injury, and means of conceal- 
may be adopted, neither of which would be prac- 
5 with regard to a cargo of Slaves. However cruelly, 
lay be treated, (till there muft be fome refemblance to 
nity in their appearance, and fome regard to the prefer^ 
: oi life muft be fhewn in the mode of ftowing them. 
>rt, I am perfuaded, that the fmuggling of negroes, 
he importation fhall have been totally prohibited, is 
>je£): of juft apprehenfion, and as an argument againit 
bolition, amounts to almoft nothing. By Britiih fhips. 
1, liable as they would be to feizure, not only on th^ 
of Africa during their ftay there, but on the Middle 
e, and afterwards in the Weft Indies, the thing may 
»nounced impoi&ble; and it might be fhewn that the 
Ities would be equally great in the cafe of foreigners. 
V as to our obtaining the con&nt of the Colonies to 
prohibiting the importation of negroes, or to a duty 
impofed upon that importation ; I own that I have 
pe of either : not only is it improbable in theory, 
perience is decidedly againft it. In the ye;ir 1797 a 
efpeftable Member of this Houfe (Mr. Ellis) 
this Houfe to addrefs His Majefty, that he would 
cioufly pleafed to confult with the Colonial legiila- 
> take fuch meafures as might conduce to the graduaT 
ion of the African Slave Trade *, and that Addrefs 
igreed to, was attempted to be carried into effe£it« 
lat was the refult? The Addrefs was tranfmitted to 
lonies by a perfon ready to hear every tlung they 
urge for themfelves, and as likely as any body to ^ 
!r their prejudices (liflrt to'lTfl'T P^) '^^ It was re- 
in fome places with a declaration, ^' That how-* • 
they might, in fome inftances, take meafures to 
3ve the condition of their Slaves, they moft frankly 
red, that it was with no view to tbft ^kJM!!ai£«s& ^ 
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•* the Slave Trade ; for they confidered that Traide as 
** their birth-right, which we were bound never to take 
** from them, and that we (hould deceive ourfelves by 
'* fuppofmg that they would agree to the Abolition." 
Will my Noble Friend, then, ftili talk of the willingneft 
fof the Colonies to co-operate with us ? This mode of con- 
duft however, this frank dealing of fome of the Colonies 
^as far more agreeable to me than that of others, who, 
ufing more civil language, had lefs fincerity in their decla- 
rations, and who did appear to fall in with our views, but 
is there is every reafon to believe, not for the purpofe of 
furthering our objeft, but in order to thwart it. 

After faying this, I ought to give proof of my affertion, 
which I fhall do by reading a letter from the Governor 
of Dominica (Governor Prevost) who, when aflced what 
fteps had been taken, in confequence of the Refolution of 
this Houfe in 1797, thus anfwers : "The Aft of the 
** Legiflature, intituled, i An AQ: for the encouragement, 
* protection, and better government of Slaves,' appears to 
** have been conftdered^ from the day it was pajfed until this 
** houTy as a Political Measure to avert the interference 
•* of the Mother-Country in the management of Slaves ^ 

After this has been fo freely declared, it certainly is a 
little trying to the temper, to be referred to the willing 
co-operation of the Weft India Legiflatures in any rational 
meafure which the Legiflature of this country may adopt, 
for the Abolition of the African Slave Trade. 

My Noble Friend fays, that though this Houfe came to 
an agreement in the year 1792, to abolifh this Trade, yet 
that no blame is imputable to this Houfe for the interval 
between 1792 and the prefent period, for that the thing 
then agreed upon was found impraflicable. Alas ! alas ( 
I am ^raid, indeed I am, that the condu£t of this Houfe 
is much too capable of a very different interpretation. 
When in 1792 the Houfe. came to thofe Refolutions to 
which we hsTVe had occafion fo frequently to allude, 
there was a natural feeling of abhorrence and deteftatiori 
ftirring in the minds of moft men, indeed I may fay, of all 
men not conncfted with the Slave.Trade, which led them 
to affent 1^ the Abolition of it; and they aded with a 
fy\xi^Ml6ifA oh that occafion. Thft^ had^ however, no- 
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thing but a general love of humanity to keep, that jzeal 
^ivc. But perfonal intereft has another fort of influence 
upon the human character. The paflion which it creates 
is cool, collefled, fteady and permanent, and is built upon 
a lafting principle 5 whereas, I am forry to fay, that the 
feejings of humanity and the compun£lions of confcience,- 
are in general of a far more fleeting nature ; and hence it 
18, that intereft fo often triumphs over the fineft feelings- 
of our nature. Thus, although in the year 1791 three 
hundred perfons voted againft the Abolitipn, yet in the 
year 1 792, when a proper feeling upon it had been excited^ 
there \yas a very large majority of this Houfe in favour 
of that meafure ; and yet, fo clear is it, that where there 
is no perfonal intereft, the zeal of mankind abates, that in 
this very matter, the zeal of the Members of this Houfc 
aiiually died away, and they became almoft indiflx^rent 
about it. They were fatisfied with this one exertion, and, 
on fubfequent occafions, ftaid away from the difcufiion, 
and, although the whole of the country had declared the 
Trade to be the moft abominable fyftem of cruelty tha^ 
ever difgraced any part of the civilized world, yet nothing 
eflFe£):ual was done. There is a fhame in the recoUedlioa 
of fome of thefe events, and I muft fay that this Houfe 
and the public, are indebted to my Right Honourable 
Friend (Mr. Fox,) for propofing a vote to refcue this 
Houfe from fo difgraceful a fituation, and to do juftice ta 
the injured charafter of Parliament. 

As to the wording of this Refolution, undoubtedly I, 
as well as my Right Honourable Friend, who brings it 
forward, fliould have preferred a Bill for the total Abo- 
lition of the African Trade, if- we had h^d a profpect of 
pafling it, in the courfe of the prefent feflfion. Bur it 
feemed to be the judgment of others, better acquainted 
with the ftate of public bufinefs than myfelf, and whofe 
feelings are as warm and as fmcere as my own, that there 
was ho probability of carrying the Bill this fefllon,. and 
that it was therefore neceffixry to confider of fome other 
meafure which fliould hold forth a hope to the public, 
that we (hall do fomething towards the atchievement of 
this great and good work, in a fubfequent fefFion of Par- 
liament. And here let my Noble ¥\ktvd \waeaJo^\^ '^'^s^ 
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lie orerlooked entirdy the grand diftmftion between isi 
Refolution and a Bill. Th\s one is the labour of one night 
only : it is decided in one debate. 

' concurrltur : Horse 

Moment©, cita mors vcnit, aut viftoria l«ta. 
But upon a Bill there are many deliberations: and the 
fubjeft is top dear to me, to run any rifle whatever, o^ 
being defeated. Not that I think the Legiflature would 
decide againft it, when, under all the circumftances of 
fuch a cafe, the opinion of the Legiflature can be fairly 
taken ; but at fo late a period, the time neceffary for the 
difcuffion of fo important a meafure, could not be allowed 
to it, fo that difcuffion might be faid to be precluded. I 
feel this the more forcibly, fince it was the obje£Hon 
which was made on a former occafion, when a Bill was 
fent up to the other Houfe, That Bill was not negatived, 
but it was ftatcd to have conie to the Houfe at a period of 
the feffion which rendered it impoflible fo beftow upon it 
that difcuiEon which the great importance of the fubjed 
demanded. 

There was an argument or two which my Noble Friend 
made ufc of, on which I would only fay a few words. He 
obferyed that we fhould proceed with the Slave Trade as 
we did with evils at home. Now, the way in which we 

})roceed with the greateft evils we have at home is, to 
entence thofc who are the authors of them to fuffer death 
for their crimes. But moft of the crimes fo punifhed in 
this country are compaffion itfelf, when compared to the 
cruelties ot the Slave Trade. Thefe have indeed excited 
the deteftation and abhorrence of my Noble Friend, yet 
he feems to think that we fhould only endeavour to get 
rid of them gradually a^ nve would of evils at home. What 
evils my Noble Friend can poffibly allude to, I cannot 
conceive. There certainly are none, that have any affinity 
with the Slave Trade, which have exifted in this country 
fmce thofe days of gloomy bigotry and furious fanaticifm, 
from the horrors of which we are now moft happily ex- 
empt. The greateft evil of our condition that I know is, 
the continuance in our name of a Traffic in Humaii 
Beings, the reproach of which we ought no longer to 
endure. If the Members of this Houfe could actually fe« 

one 
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one thoufandth part of the evils of that pradice \rhid!| 
they have, for fo many years, under one pretence or other^ 
been prevailed on to fuffer to be continued ; I do in my 
confcience verily believe, they would not fuffer the Slave 
Trade to exift for another year, if they would for another 
hour. But it is becaufe they do not fee 5 becaufe fome 
among us, receive the profits, and do not fee, the fuffering* 
p{ their fellow creatures 5 becaufe the objefts, as they 
a£l:ually exift, are not allowed to obtru,dc upon their vifion, 
and interpofe the reality of things between thefe Gentle-* 
men's cpnfciences and their calculations : — It is for thefe 
reafons that arguments fuch as we conftantly hear, in 
favour of the continuance of the Slave Trade, are heard 
at all. If one thoufandth part of the real horrors of this 
Traffick (I repeat it) were to be the fubje<3: of a£l:ual 
vifion with thefe its defenders, none of their arguments, I 
am confident, would be urged again. 

With regard to the tinie and the circumftances under 
which this queftion comes before us; I muft fiirly tell 
you Sir, that I feel very differently from many others who 
are even friends to the Abolitiorj. Were it left to me to 
determine, I fhould have no difficulty in faying that no 
time is unfit for doing an adi of unqueftionable humanity 
and fignal juftice; and I fhould add, that if ever there 
was a period in which this country, circumflanced as we 
are, had an opportunity of fetting a glorious example to 
all the other nations of the earth, and of giving a proof of 
the ineflimable advantages of a free cpnftitution,of an 
enlightened policy, and of all the bleffings which Pro- 
vidence has beftowed upon us, the prefent is that moment ; 
and we ought to hail it with joy, as giving us an oppor- 
tunity of fhewing to the world, that we are not deflrous of 
monopolizing but of extending thefe bleffings as widely 
as poffible; that we are not a fordid race, looking ex- 
clufiv^ly to our own intereft, and purfuing it through the 
medium of opprcffion to othera ; (a policy as fhort fighte4 
as the principle on which it is founded is unjuft, for 
Providence never defigned that the real profperity and 
Jiappinefs of. any nation, fhpuld be founded on injufticc;} 
but that we are a nation governed by the rules of juflice^ 
which are dictated by true wifdom. No fociety (any 

more 
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tniore than any individual) can be long upheld in profperity^ 
upon any other principle. This is a truth, however it 
inay appear to men of mercenary minds, which is well 
^ftabliflied, and which all hiftory tends abundantly to 
Confirm. Shall we then continue a fyftem of injuftice 
and inhumanity when we have fo 'much experience of its 
ruinous efFefts on the condition of mankind ? 

Sir, it appears to me improbable that any gentleman 
will attempt to refute thefe principles, as applied generally 
to the affairs of the world, however they may be difpofed 
to doubt their application to particular cafes. But every 
time I look at this fubje^l:, even as a mere queftion of 
calculation, I am more and more convinced that of all the 
pofitions which have, at any time, been laid down in this 
Houfe, the moft incontrovertible was that which was ftated 
by my Right Honourable Friend (Mr. Pitt) now no 
more, by which he proved, in a manner which approached 
as nearly to demonllration as any political reafoning could 
polUbly do, that the population of the Weft India Iflands 
may be maintained from their own internal refources, 
without having recourfe to the African Slave Trade, And 
here I would afk my Noble Friend himfelf, whether if 
this be fairly made out, he will not admit that it would be 
for the intereft of the Weft Indies to abolifh the African 
Slave Trade. 

My Noble Friend talks of a duty on the importation of 
flaves to be expended in promoting the increafe of popu* 
lation iti the Iflands. Sir, after what we have feen of the 
manner in which this Trade is carried on, and the prin- 
ciple on which it is founded, together with the treatment 
which the negroes receive in fame parts of the plantations, 
it is really idle to talk of promoting in fuch a way the 
negroe population of the Weft Indies. Let my Noble 
Friend fee that the negroes are well fed, let him fee that 
due regard is had to their health, to their hal^its, to their 
domeftic comforts, and, above all, to their moral improve- 
ment ; and he will foon find them rapidly to increafe in 
numbers ; for it is an indifputable fadl that, in America, 
where thefe points are attended to, the flaves aftually in- 
creafe in fuch a proportion as to double their number in 
from twenty to twenty-four ye^Lis,, ThcCe arc the means. 
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(•without any duty), by which their population may b« 
increafed. And I fhall conclude what I have at prefent ' 
to fubmit to the Houfe upon this fubjeft, by laying iii my 
claim to prove hereafter, that' the meafure which, more 
*han any other, will conduce to this end, is the Abohtion 
of the African Slave Trade — I maintain that fuch is the 
unavoidable inference of the evidence which we have 
before us. And why is it that this would be the efFcdlt of 
the Abolition of the African Slave Trade ? Becaufe, as is 
obvious, it would then become the direft and immediate 
intereft of the Planters to keep up their (lock by breeding ; 
•and, having no other refource, they would, naturally, be 
led to do every thing which was likely to have the ell'e£i; 
xof increafing the population. But while the African Slave 
importation continues ; fo long will the exiiling fyftem of 
•negligence and indiflPerence to the improvement of their 
Aock continue to operate. Gentlemen who are interefted 
in Weft India plantations, and who refide here, know 
nothing of this matter except what they hear from their 
agents, and the managers of their eftates, in the Weft 
Indies : and while it is left to the management of thefe 
;^ent5, and the African Slave Trade is continued, I can 
aflure them that proper encouragement to the increafe of 
population in the Weft Indies, will never be afforded. 
Let the Abolition of the African Slave Trade once take 
place; the Planters and the managers of eftates in the 
,Weft Indies, will know what they have to expeft. But 
the regulations to which my Noble Friend has alluded 
are of fuch a nature, that you would never be able to give 
-e&Gt to them 5 becaufe, they could not be enforced with- 
out an inquifitorial power. And the fyftem of feeing 
what every man is doing in his domeftic fyftem, efpecially 
in points affediing his charafter for humanity, Is a thing 
unpleafant in itfelf, and could never become eilicient. 
But to pl^ce a perfon of that defcription in a fituation 
wherein the continuance of. his prpfit would wholly de- 
pend on the natural increafe of his negroes, as wouldbe 
the cafe if the Slave Trade were aboliftied, would have an 
■immediate, powerful, and tapid effeft in producing what 
.;ive muft all defire; not more the permanent profperity 

.as well aa honour of this country > ^-aiii xij,^^ *\iic.x^>l^ ^^ ^^i>|i 
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ind univerfal principles, clear in their meaning, and ren* 
fonable in their application ; principles which both point- 
edly interdift the indulgence of vicious and mercenary 
willies, and require us always to a61: on motives of love 
and kindnrfs, and good will to man, . Indeed it is one 
df the glories of Chriflianity to have gradually extinguiflied 
the Slave Trade, and even Slavery, wherever its inSuence 
was felt. 

With regard to the arguments which have been urged 
to tiight, by a noble friend of mine, (Lord Castlereagh) 
undoubtedly I fhould have liflened to them with confider- 
able regret, if I had not, for many years, heard the fame 
fpecies of reafoning a conftant attendant on the difcuihon 
of this fubjeft. One part indeed of the fpeech of my 
noble friend I heard with fatisfadlion ; I mean his declarr*- 
tion of the abhorrence and deteftation in which he holds 
the tJlave Trade, and which he almoft exhauiled the 
powers of language to exprefs. I am concerned however 
to find, that notwithftanding that abhorrence and detefta- 
tion, my noble friend is refolded to forego the indulgence 
of thofe fentiments, by refufing his aflent to the only 
means by which a period can be put to the Slav* Trade ; 
while at the fame time, he never, for one moment, has 
himfelf propofed ^ny meafure for its Abolition. When 
my noble friend confiders who the perfons are who have ex- 
preiTed approbation of his fpeech to night, and who feemed 
to dwell with delight on every word that fell from his 
lips ; he muft be ftruck with it as a ftrange circumftance, 
that, if he really abhors and detefts the Slave Trade, his 
fpeech fhould have given fuch cordial fatisfa61:ion to thofe 
who the m'oft earneftly wifh for its continuance, and who 
are uniform in oppofing every endeavour to procure its 
Abolition, or even, by regulation, to reftrain its enormities. 
The Noble Lord fays, he abhors and detefts the Siav<? 
Trade; but the friends of that Trade think otherwife, or 
they would not have fo loudly applauded his fpeech. They 
feemed to fay to him by their chears, " You fay you de- 
" teft and abhor the Slave Trade ; you may think you do, 
** but it is no fuch thing j we know you better than you 
" know yourfelf : you profefs to be an enemy to t;he 
" Slave Trade, but in truth you are its bdl friend, what- 

" ever 



( 3» ) 

** ever fentiments you may profefs to feel, or with what- 
** ever warmth you may exprefs thofe feelings, if you 
" fpeak and vote with us againft a meafure which ii 
*• intended for its Abolition." 

My noble friend, while he blames the method which 
I have purfued for aboliming this Trade, recommends 
another method, which he thinks will be more effe<ftual. 
Sir, it is no fmall fatisfa6Lion to me in the difcuflion of 
this great queltion to refledl, that nearly all the mod con- 
liderable men for talents and refpeftability on both fides 
of this Houfe, who feldom all agree on other fubjefts, 
have been able to agree with me, not only in favour of 
Abolition itfelf, but alfo in favour of the particular mode 
in which I have propofed to efledl: it. I regret indeed that 
iny noble friend is not among the number, but I fhall 
never defpair of fuccefs while I enjoy fuch able and difin- 
terefted fupport. With refpeft to my noble friend's plan 
for abolifhing the Trade, it would place the period of the 
Abolition, (if it would ever happen under fuch a fyftem), to a 
very remote diftance indeed. I even queftion whether any 
plan could be adopted whic)k would more effectually tend 
to perpetuate tlie Slave Trade, than that fuggefted by my 
noble friend. The mode which he propofes is that of 
* a' fyftem of duty on the importation of Slaves. Every, 
body who has had the good fortune to hear, my noble 
friend in this Houfe, on any other occafion, will admit 
that it is but juftice to fay that he makes himfelf mafter of 
every fubjedVon which he fpeaks. But the prefent queftion 
I fhould conceive to be an exception ; becaufe he does not 
appear to me to be acquainted with the chief arguments on 
which it refts, and has overlooked all the moft material 
confideration^ on which my late Right Honourable Friend, 
{Mr. Pitt) on whofe fpeech on this fubjeft the Right 
Honourable Gentleman, who brought forward this Motion, 
pronounced fo juft an eulogium, contended for the Abo- 
lition of the African Slave Trade. 

Now, Sir, with regird to the principle of duty on the, 
importation of negroes into the Weft India Colonies ; 
does not my noble friend recoiled, that although during 
the time we have been difculling this fubjeft, the price m 
Slaves has increafed loo per cent, that is to fay> from 
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Airtf to feventy pounds a head, a much larger inereaft 
than any duty which he would think of impofing, yet that 
the number of Slaves imported into the Colonies has not 
diminilhed ? But not to dwell on this view of the fubje6l J 
I would alk my noble friend hew he v/ill recbncile this 
propofal with anotlier part of his fpeech, in which he 
aflured us that it is impolTible to enforce any law refpeft- 
ing this Trade, without the concurrence of the Colonies 
themfelves ; that unlefs their wifhes are in unifon with 
ours, we can do nothing even in the way of regulating 
this Trade ; and that if we fhould proceed to abolifli this 
Trade without their confent, they would ftill import, by 
means of fmuggling, as many negroes as they fhould 
w^ant. If that will be the cafe, even with all the facilities 
of prevention which a total prohibition of the Trade would 
obvioufly aiFord, how is a fyftem of duty to anfwer the 
purpofe of diminiflnng the importation! Will not th^ 
temptation to fmuggle exift, as w^U in the cafe of a duty 
on importation, as in that of a prohibitory law ; while the 
opportunity of fmuggling will be much greater in the 
former than in the latter ? Is not a fyftem of duties the 
diredi and immediate caufe of fmuggling ? It muft be 
obvious then, that a fyftem of duties on the importation 
of negroes cannot poflibly anfwer the purpofe of my noble 
friend, which is to prevent that importation from taking 
place by fmuggling. Befides, if we cannot do any thing 
cffeftual in this matter without the confent of the CoIot 
nies, what hope can we entertain of obtaining* that confent 
to the Noble Lord's fyftem of duty ? After all, I incline to 
think that my noble fi-iend puflied his argument too far, in 
refpeft to the' facility of fmuggling negroes into the Iflands, 
in the cafe of a prohibitory law. Can my noble friend 
maintain that it is more eafy to evade the vigilance of our 
Cuftom-houfe officers and Cruizers, in (hips which are filled 
with a cargo of negroes, than in thofe which come with 
lumber or provifions from America, articles which we 
know the Colonies in the Weft Indies greatly want to in-* 
troduce, but which our Cuftom-houfe regulations have 
made it extremely difficult, if not impoffible, to efFed. 
We ail know that the difficulty of eluding the vigilance 
pfibe Cuftom-houfe officers and Cruizers muft be greater 
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m the i^^fe of a total prohibition with regard to fhips 
laden with negroes, than if they were laden with any 
other article^ for in the latter cafe, there being nothing il- 
legal in the importation of the articles themfelves, but 
only in their being brought in one kind pi fliip father than 
another, the chance of efcaping dete£kion is. greatly in- 
creafed. With regard to dead materials alfo their form may 
often be changed without injury, and means of conceal- 
ment may be adopted, neither of which would be prac- 
ticable with regard to a cargo of Slaves. However cruelly, 
they may be treated, ftill there muft be fome refemblance to 
humanity in their appearance, and fome regard to the prefer^ 
vation oi life muft be fnewn in the mode of ftowing theni. 
If^ fhort, I am perfuaded, that the fmuggling of negroes, 
after the importation (hall have been totally prohibited is 
no fub}e£t of juft apprehenfion, and as an argument againft: 
the Abolition, amounts to almoft nothiijig. By Britifh Ihips. 
indeed, liable as they would be to feizure, not only on the 
Coaft of Africa during their ftay there, but on the Middle 
Paflage, and afterwards in the Weft Indies, the thing may 
be pronounced impoffible; and it might be ihewn that the 
difficulties would be equally great in the cafe (^foreigners. 
Now as to our obtaining the conf<^nt of the Colonies to 
a law prohibiting the importation of negroes, or to a duty 
being impofed upon that importation ^ I own that I have 
no hope of either : not only is it improbable in theory, 
but experience is decidedly againft it. In the ye^r 1797 a 
very refpedable Member of, this Houfe (Mr. Ellis) 
moved this Houfe to addrefs His Majefty, that he would 
be gracioufly pleafed to confult with the Colonial legifla- 
ture, to take fuch meafures as might conduce to the graduaT 
Abolition of the African Slave Trade ; and that Addrefs 
being agreed to, was attempted to be carried into eflTefit* 
But what was the refult? The Addrefs was tranfmitted to 
the Colonies by a perfon ready to hear every tUng they -^ • 
could urge for themfelvcs, and as likely as any body to ^ ^ ^ 
conquer their prejudi(:es ("TiftfA H"'H1 1*} ^t» was re- ^^ ,-?, 
ceived in fome places with a declaration, " That how- '/i J/^ 
•* ever they might, in fome inftances, take meafures to ■'' 
^ improve the condition of their Slaves, they moft frankly 
^^ declared^ that it was with no view to ^ ^\»d\k\ss& ^ 
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•* the Slave Trade ; for they confidered that Trade a$ 
** their birth-right, which we were bound never to tak£ 
*' from them, and that we fliould deceive ourfelves by 
** fuppofing that they would agree to the Abolition." 
Will my Noble Friend, then, ftill talk of the willingnefs 
t)f the Colonies to co-operate with us ? This mode of con- 
duft however, this frank dealing of fome of the Colonies 
was far more agreeable to me than that of others, who, 
iifing more civil language, had lefs fincerity in their decla- 
rations, and who did appear to fall in with our views, but 
is there is every reafon to believe, not for the purpofe of 
furthering our objeft, but in order to thwart it. 

After laying this, I ought to give proof of my affertion, 
which I Ihall do by reading a letter from the Governor 
of Dominica (Governor Prevost) who, when afked what 
fteps had been taken, in confequence of the Refolution of 
this Houfe in 1797, thus anfwers : "The Aft of the 
** Legiflature, ihtituled, /An Ad for the encouragement, 
^ protection, and better government of Slaves,' appears to 
** have been confidered^ from the day it was paffed until this 
** hour^ as a Political Measure to avert the interference 
•* of the Mother^Country in the management of Slaves^' 

After this has been fo freely declared, it certainly is a 
little trying to the temper, to be referred to the willing 
co-operation of the Weft Indb Legiflatures in any rational 
meafure which the Legiflature of this country may adopt, 
for the Abolition of the African Slave Trade. 

My Noble Friend fays, that though this Houfe came to 
an agreement in the year 1792, to abolifh this Trade, yet 
that no blame is imputable to this Houfe for the interval 
between 1792 and the prefent period, for that the thing 
then agreed upon was found imprafticable. Alas ! alas ! 
I am muAy indeed I am, that the conduft of this Houfe 
is much too capable of a very different interpretation. 
When in 1792 the Houfe came to thofe Refolutions to 
which we hstVe had occafion fo frequently to allude, 
there was a natural feeling of abhorrence and deteftatiori 
ftirring in the minds of moft men, indeed I may fay, of all 
men not conncfted with the Slave. Trade, which led them 
to aflenc ^ Ae Abolition of it; and they adled with a 
hui^lilfi^i^ dh that occ^tfiou. Tte^ had^ however, no- 
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thing, but a general love of humanity to keep. that. zeaV 
;jlivc. But perfonal intereft has another fort of influence 
upon the human character. The paflion which it creates 
is cool, colleGed, fteady and permanent, and is built upon 
a lafting principle ^ whereas, I am forry to fay, that the 
feelings of humanity and the compunftions of confcience,- 
are in general of a far more fleeting nature j and hence it 
is, that intereft fo often triumphs over the fineft feelings- 
of our nature. Thus, although in the year 1791 three 
hundred perfons voted againft the Abolition, yet in the 
year 1 792, when a proper feeling upon it had been excited^ 
there was a very large majority of this Houfe in favour 
of tliat meafure 5 and yet, fo clear is it, that where there 
is no perfonal intereft, the zeal of mankind abates, that in 
this very matter, the zeal of the Members of this Houfe 
adually died away, and they became almoft indiSrrent 
about it. They were fatisfied with this one exertion, and, 
on fubfequent occafions, ftaid away from the difcufiion, 
and, although the whole of the country had declared the 
Trade to be the moft abominable fyftem of cruelty tha^ 
ever difgraced any part of the civilized world, yet nothing 
eflTeftual was done. There is a (hame in the recolledlioa 
of fome of thefe events, and I muft fay that this Houfe 
and the public, are indebted to my Right Honourable 
Friend (Mr. Fox,) for propofing a vote to refcue this 
Houfe from fo difgraceful a fituation, and to do juftice to 
the injured chara<9ter of Parliament. 

As to the wording of this Refolution, undoubtedly I, 
as well as my Right Honourable P'riend, who brings it 
forward, (hould have preferred a Bill for the total Abo- 
lition of the African Trade, if- we had had a profpeci: of 
pafling it, in the courfe of the prefent feflfion. But it 
feemed to be the judgment of others, better acquainted 
with the ftate of public bufmefs than myfelf, and whofe 
feelings are as warm and as fincere as my own, that there 
was ho probability of carrying the Bill this fefllon, and 
that it was therefore neceflfary to confider of fome other 
meafure which fhould hold forth a hope to the public, 
* that we fhall do fomething towards the atchievement of 
this great and good work, in a fubfequent feflion of Par- 
liament. And here let my Noble Fxkxid iwaeaii^X'^ '^5^a^ 
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lie orerlooked entirely the grand diftin£Hon between ^ 
Refolution and a Bill* Ttit one is the labour of one nighl 
only : it is decided in one deb:^te. 

" concurritur : Horse 

Momento, cita mors venit, aut viftoria lata. 
But upon a Bill there are many deliberations: and the 
fubjeft is too dear to me, to run any rifk whatever, o^ 
being defeated. Not that I think the Legiflature would 
decide againft it, when, under all the circumftances of 
fuch a cafe, the opinion of the Legiflature can be fairly 
taken ; but at fo late a period, the time neceffary for the 
difcuffion of fo important a meafure, could not be allowed 
to it, fo that difcuffion might be faid to be precluded. I 
feel this the more forcibly, fince it was the objeftion 
which was made on a former occgfion, when a Bill was 
fent up to the other Houfe. That Bill was not negatived, 
but it was ftated to have come to the Houfe at a period of 
the feffion wWch rendered it impoffible to beftow upon it 
that difcuffion which the great importance of the fiibjeS 
demanded. 

There was an argument or two which mv Noble Friend 
made ufe of, on which I would only fay a few words. He 
obferyed that we fliould proceed with the Slave Trade as 
we did with evils at home. Now, the way in which we 
proceed with the greateft evils we have at home is, to 
fentence thofe who are the authors of them to fuiFer death 
for their crimes. But moft of the crimes fo punifhed in 
this country are compaffion itfelf, when compared to the 
cruelties of the Slave Trade. Thefe have indeed excited 
the deteftation and abhorrence of my Noble Friend, yet 
he feems to think that we fhould only endeavour to get 
rid of them gradually a^ we would of evils at home. What 
evils my Noble Friend can poffibly allude to, I cannot 
conceive. There certainly are none, that have any affinity 
with the Slave Trade, which have exifted in this country 
fince thofe days of gloomy bigotry and furious fanaticifm, 
from the horrbrs of which we are now moft happily ex- 
empt. The greateft evil of our condition that I know is, 
the continuance in our name of a Traffic in Human* 
Beings, the reproach of which we ought no longer to 
endure^ If the Members oi t]hisl[lo>]& c.ould ^ciuaUy fee 
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ene thoufandth part of the evils of that pradice whidii 
they have, for fo many years, under one pretence or other^ 
been prevailed on to fuffer to be continued ; I do in my 
confcience verily believe, they would not fuffer the Slave 
Trade to exift for another year, if they would for another 
hour. But it is becaufe they do not fee 5 becaufe fome 
among us, receive the profits, and do not fee, the fufFering* 
f)f their fellow creatures; becaufe the objefts, as they 
a£l:ually exift, are not allowed to obtrude upon their vifion, 
and interpofe the reality of things between thefe Gentle- 
men's cpnfciences and their calculations: — It is for thefe 
reafons that arguments fuch as we conftantly hear, in 
favour of the continuance of the Slave Trade, are heard 
at all. If one thoufandth part of the real horrors of this 
Traffick (I repeat it) were to be the .fubje<3: of a£l:ual 
vifion with thefe its defenders, none of their arguments, I 
Jim confident, would be urged again. 

With regard to the tinie and the circumftances under 
which this queftion comes before us; I muft fiirly tell 
you Sir, that I feel very differently from many others who 
are even friends to the Abolition* Were it left to me to 
determine, I fhould have no difficulty in faying that no 
time is unfit for doing an adt of unqueftionable humanity 
and fignal juftice 5 and I fhould add, that if ever there 
was a period in which this country, circumflanced as we 
are, had an opportunity of fetting a glorious example to 
all the other nations of the earth, and of giving a proof of 
the ineflimable advantages of a free cpnftitution,of an 
enlightened policy, and of all the bleffings which Pro- 
vidence has beftowed upon us, the prefent is that moment ; 
and we ought to hail it with joy, as giving us an oppor- 
tunity of fhewing to the world, that we are not defirous of 
monopolizing but of extending thefe bleffings as widely 
as poffible ; that we are not a fordid race, looking ex- 
clufively to our own intereft, and purfuing it through the 
medium of opprcflion to others ; (a policy as fhort fighted 
as the principle on which it is founded is unjuft, for 
Providence never defigned that the real profperity and 
Jiappinefs of. any nation, fhpuld be founded on injuftice;) 
but that we are a nation governed by the rules of juftice, 
which are dictated by true wifdom, "iio iw^'^t^ V?ss^ 
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fnore than any individual) can be long upheld in profperity 
upon any other principle. This is a truth, however it 
may appear to men of mercenary minds, which is well 
^ftabliflied, and which all hiftory tends abundantly to 
confirm. Shall we then continue a fyftem of injuftice 
^nd inhumanity when we have fo 'much experience of its 
ruinous efFefts on the condition of mankind ? 

Sir, it appears to me improbable that any gentleman 
will attempt to refute thefe principles, as applied generally 
to the affairs of the world, however they may be difpofed 
to doubt their application to particular cafes. But every 
time I look at this fubjeft, even as a mere queftion of 
calculation, I am more and more convinced that of all the 
pofitions which have, at any time, been laid down in this 
Houfe, the moft incontrovertible was that which was ftated 
by my Right Honourable Friend (Mr. Pitt) now no 
more, by which he proved, in a manner which approached 
as nearly to demonllration as any political reafoning could 
poUibly do, that the population of the Weft India Iflands 
may be maintained from their own internal refources, 
without having recourfe to the African Slave Trade. And 
here I would a (k my Noble Friend himfelf, whether if 
this be fairly made out, lie will not admit that it would be 
for the intereft of the Weft Indies to abolifh the African 
Slave Trade. 

My Noble Friend talks of a duty on the importation of 
flaves to be expended in promoting the increafe of popu-^ 
lation iti the Iflands. Sir, after what we have (een of the 
manner in which this Trade is carried on, and the prin^ 
ciple on which it is founded, together with the treatment 
which the negroes receive in fome parts of the plantations, 
it is really idle to talk of promoting in fuch a way the 
negroe population of the Weft Indies. Let my Noble 
]''riend fee that the negroes are well fed, let Iiim fee that 
due regard is had to their health, to their hal^its, to their 
domeftic comforts, and, above all, to their moral improve- 
ment ; and he will foon find them rapidly to increafe in 
numbers ; for it is an indifputable fa<Ll that, in America, 
where thefe points are attended to, the flaves aftually in- 
creafe in fuch a proportion as to double their number in 
from twenty to twenty-four ye^ii^,. TUcCe are the means, 
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(without any duty), by which their population may be 
j^creafed. And I fhall conclude what I have at prefeut ' 
\o fubmit to' the Houfe upon this fubjeft, by laying iii my 
claim to prove hereafter, that' the meafure which, more 
than any other, will conduce to this end, is the AboHtion 
of the African Slave Trade — I maintain tliat fuch is the 
• unavoidable inference of the evidence which we have 
before us. And why is it that this would be the efFe£i of 
the Abolition of the African Slave Trade ? Becaufe, as is 
obvious, it would then become the dixQii and immediate 
intereft of the Planters to keep up their (lock by breeding ; 
•and, having no other refource, they would, naturally, be 
ied to do every thing which was likely to have the ell eel 
of increafing the population. But while the African Slave 
importation continues i fo long will the exlfling fyftem of 
,..|)egligence and indiflPerence to the improvement of their 
ilock continue to operate. Gentlemen who are interefted 
in Weft India plantations, and who refide here, know 
nothing of this matter except what they hear from their 
agents, and the managers of their eftates, in the Weil 
. Indies : and while it is left to the management of thefe 
agents, and the African Slave Trade is continued, I can 
afiure them that proper encouragement to the increafe of 
population in the Weft Indies, will never be ailbrded. 
Let the Abolition of the African Slave Trade once take 
; place; the Planters and the managers of eftates in the 
.Weft Indies, will know what they have to expeft. But 
the regulations to which my Noble Friend has alluded 
are of fuch a nature, that you would never be able to give 
•e&Gt to them ; becaufe, they could not be enforced witli- 
out an inquifitorial power. And the fyftem of feeing 
what every man is doing in his domeftic fyftem, efpeciallt 
in points aflFediing his charafter for humanity, Is a thing 
utlpleafant in itfelf, and could never become eiHcient. 
But to pl^ce a perfon of that defcription in a fituatlon 
wherein the continuance of. his prpfit would wholly de- 
.pend on the natural increafe of his negroes, as would be 
the cafe if the Slave Trade were aboliftied, would have an 
■immediate, powerful, and tapid effeft in producing wh^t 
:;ive muft all defire; not more the permanent profpcrity 
^as well aa honour of this couutry, ttvamxi^i^ mct^^^^ oS. x^nss. 
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wealth of the Weft Indies, and both thefe efFe£ts, I ari 
perfuaded, would follow the Abolition of the Africaii 
Slave Trade. * 

Sir W. YouNG--*I was anxious, Sir, to call your atten- 
tion thus early^ becaufe I am not one of thofe whom my 
Honourable Friend (Mr. Wilberforce) alluded to, as 
having cheared the Noble Lord (Lord Castlereagk) 
who fpoke before him, and who look up to that Noble 
Lord, as a patron. — ^I difclaim any wifh for the fupport of 
the Noble Lord, who has not indeed furrendered -to its 
enemies the policy of the Slave Trade, but who has fur- 
rendered the principle of juftice and humanity on which 
it is to be carried on ; and I muft confefs, I think it is 
in fuch fupport the chief weaknefs of the cafe confifts. 
There is one way in which this queftion may be con(i- 
dered with advantage, and to that I beg the attention of 
the Heufe, while I fhall narrow what I have to fay ; for 
I have not the eloquence of the Honourable and Learned 
Gentleman (the Solicitor General), againft the effe£ls 
of which I muft guard the Houfe, while I complain a 
little of the ufe to which it has been applied. — ^I was in 
hopes we fhould not have heard of rapine, robbery, and 
murder, as applied to the Weft India Iflands, and I am in 
hopes that the moderation and good fenfe of the Houfe 
will pot attach thofe epithets to the charat^er of thofe 
who are connefted with this Traffick, and who have {hewn, 
in a former war, and who are fhewing in this war, fo 
much loyalty and attachment to their Sovereign. Under 
thefe impreflions and with thefe feelings, whenever this 
queftion has been agitated, though we have found the 
advantage of the deUberative wifdom of this Houfe, yet 
we have felt that the difcuflion of this queftion, and par- 
ticularly the palling a vote of this kind, has in a few 
months afterwards, produced great mifchief in the 
Colonies, with refpeft to the property and the perfonal 
fafety of every individual who happens to be branded with 
the name of a Planter. 

Sir, I confider this Refolution as a prelude to a Bill for 
^he Abolition of the Slave Trade ; and I confider that great 
queAion as leading to another moft im^portant mcaiure, 
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.the emancipation of all the Slaves in the Weft Indies^ and I 
Would aft Gentlemen who are defirous of ' abolifliing that 
Trade, whether they think that the emancipated Slaves m^y 
not become troubleiome and even dangerous, .both to their 
^rnpioyers and themfelves ? And I would aCk alfo, whe- 
ther a different ftate of property will not be the refult of 
tlie meafure now propof^d ? Whether <>n the palling gf 

. this Refolution, the pioperty, which is now freehold pro- 
perty of inheritance, will not, inftantly, be converted into a 

. life uitereft merely ? — ^Under thefe circumftances the credit 
of Weft India property will be greatly diminilhed by this 
meafure; for I would put it to any Gentleman in this 
Houfe, whether if he had laid out any large fum of money, 
by way of mortgage, on any of the Weft India Plantations^ 

. he WQuld, not immediately on the pafEng this Refolution, 
or any meafure tending to the Abolition of the African 

••Slave Trade, call in his money, thinking it infecure, if 

. tliere fhall be no more importation of Slaves to cultivate 
thofe iflands ? And I would put it to any Member of this 
Houfe, whether, in fuch a cafe, he would not think it his 
"duty to call ift property fo laid out in his name, if it weire 

. the property of an infant to whoni he was guardian ? 

But the Noble Lord adverted to a duty to be impofed 
on the importation of negroes into the Weft Indies, to be 
given by way of bounty on the increafe of population. 
Now I can afliire the Houfe, there does not appear to 
be any negligence in the Weft Indies with regard fo 
population, for I have not only been in the Weft Jndies 
within thefe three years, to fee fome property I have there, 
but have. lived a great deal there, and have adbed as a 
Magiftrate there, and I never faw ^n inftance where a 
child was born, that due care was not taken to rear it. 

But it is ftaled that the Slave Trade has increafed fince 
the year 1792. Now, I think it is a very remarkable cir- 
cumftance, that the Slave Trade (hould be fo much iat ' 

. a ftand. Since 1787, there is not the difference of three 
hundred. [Here the Honourable Baronet entered ii^tp a 

. detail which was intended to (hew, that the number of 
Slaves carried from Africa had not encreafed of late years. 
He.ajfo maintained that the proportion of Slaves on the 
Coaft of Afwai who were condem^iie^d to.^Uver^ fat 
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^Crimes, was much greater than was generally fuppofe^; 

\ and argued from thence, that if we did not deal in them^ 
they would either be fold to other nations engaged in the 

'Traffick, or they would be murdered by their Chiefs; 
fo that he could not agree with thfe Noble Lord (Castle- 

■ Reagh) on the furrender he had made of the queftion, 
fo far as it related to juftice and humanity, of our being 
concerned in carrying on the African Slave Trade ; and for 

' thele reafons he could not agree to put thatTrade to an end]. 
No body, he faid, admires more than I do myfelf, the 
principles of juftice and humanity, but I wifh to under- 
ftand by thefe terms, a large and a liberal fyftem of policy, 
including the general interells of mankind,, as far as that is 
prafticable. I have always underftood, that, of the cardi- 
nal virtues, Charity was the greateft, and that the leading 
principle of that virtue is, " to do unto others as you 
** would they fhould do unto you ; " a maxim which I 
will venture to jecommend to the enemies of the Slave 
Trade, when they fpeak of the Planters and others who are 
the friends of that Traffick j and I advifif them alfo to 
make a diftinftion between the great difpenfations of Pro- 
vidence, by which the fates of nations are decided, and 
thofe incidents which may be called fecondary caufes, the 
latter onjy being, in fome meafure, to be modified by 
the' efforts of Executive Government. But then, I would 
afk you how far you will further the meafure of hu- 
manity and juftice, if you diminifti the property of the 
country, which indeed is diminifhed too much already ? 
You ought to confider how you may afFeft contractors, 
manufafturers, and a vaft variety of charafters connefted 

"with this Trade, and by whofe ruin you will greatly 
aflefi tlie general profperity of this country. For, by this 

" Trade, there is now produced a revenue of five millions 
fterling per annum. Befides, if fuch a meafure as this is 
to be brought forward at all, it fhould be at the com- 
jaaencement of a feffion, that there may be time to examine 
the evidence, and to difcufs the whole of it ' together 5 
for I am apprehenfive that thefe indulgences to the 
fanguine hopes of Gentlemen, who expefl: the Abolition 

' of tMs Traffick, may lead to immediate mifchief, by pre- 
venting the fiipply of the Colonies in many articles which 



( 43 ) . 

are cflential ta th«iT fccurity. As to the moral improve- 
meint of the negroes*, whicn has been mentioned vas likely - 
to* increafe their population, I think that there is no one ]. 
perfon who has any. property in that country, who w:ould 
not co-operate in any fyflem which could be proved to 
have a tendency to moral improvement. In conclufion I 
would obfervc, that while we remember that tBefe poor ' ^ 
negroes are men, and have' die feelings of men, we 
ought alfo to remember that the Weft India Planters, arid 
thofe concerned in this Traffick, are men alfo, and have ' 
the feelings of men ; nay, that they have had the fame. ' 
education, and have the fame fentiments as yourfelves, ., 
and know, that their intereft depends on their treating their * 
Slaves with kindnefs, and they have done every thing, you 
d^fire of them, and are how doing it, which fliall pppc'ar 
by papers which fhall be laid on your tabic hereafter. 

Lord Henry Petty. — Unwilling as I am to detain, the 
Houfe at this late hour of the night, yet as I have uc^er 
had occafion to, deliver an opinion in this Houfc, on this 
Traffick, I'hope it will plead my excufe for foliciting tha 
honour of^ybur attention now, while I deliver all I mean 
to offer upon it. But firft, with regard to the courfe of 
proceeding in thi^ bufinefs. Undoubtedly I agree with 
my Learr>ed Friend (the Solicitor General) who fpoke 
fo eloquently on the fubjeft, that I fhould, with much 
more fatisfaftion, give my vote for the direft and imme- 
diate Abolition of this Trade, than for any other meafurej 
and my BLight Honourable Friend who opened this debate, 
ftated a fimilar fentiment of his own to the Houfc ; but 
difpaffionately confidering the circumftances in v/hich v.c 
ftand, I agree with him in thinking, that the fubjccfl 
before us is of fuch a nature that/ at fo late a peii-jd cf 
the feflion, we fliould find a difficulty in paffing a Bill in 
the courfe of it. Under thefe circumftances what does 
my Right Honourable Friend do ? He only calls on the 
Houfe, in the firft inftance, after this fubjeft has been 
formally difcufled, and the moft deliberate confideration 
given to it that any queftion ever had, to be fai l^ful^ as 
lar as is now poffible, to its promife, made in the year 
J 792, that the African Slave Tirade {hou\d\>^ 7^:ic^\^\^A 

F 2 >n\\N\vcv 
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witMn four yoars. This the Houfe pledged itfclf to dcs 
That pledge my Right Honourable Friend calls upon you 
to redeem. It is impoflible to conceal the fhame and dif^ 
grace which have attached to this Houfe, on account of 
the non-performance of its engagements ; and, therefore, 
you fhouli.fliew your readinefs to do all in your power, 
this year, towards the attainment of that great objeft, 
which is only to declare that you remain of the fame 
opinion; that you are aftuated by the fame fentiments and 
feelliigs, as when you entered into this pledge; and that, 
as foon as circumftances will admit, you will take effeftual 
meafures for the Abolition of the African Slave Trade. 
That is all which my Right Honourable Friend afes of 
this Houfe on the prcfent occafion. 

The Noble Lord (Castlereagh) oppofite to me, has, 
argued, that as this Refolution is to be fent to the other 
Houfe of Parliament, if their opinion, as he apprehended, 
ihould be oppofite to ours, it would be indecorous, as 
well as fruitlefs, in us, to perfift in our Refolution. I can 
only fay that it will be time enough for us to judge of the 
courfe we fhali take, when we find that fuch a difference 
exifts. But have we any ground for fuppofing that the 
opinion of the other Houfe of Parliament upon this fub- 
jc£k will be irreconcilable with ours ?— We have no 
ground for any fuch fuppofition. I think it would be too 
much to fuppofe of any body of men, much lefs to fuppofe 
of their Lprdfliips, that they would negative fuch a Refo-. 
lution as this. We certainly .cannot infer it from any 
thing their Lordfhips have hitherto determined on the 
fubjeft of the African Slave Trade •, for no queftion, in 
the form of this Refolution, has ever been decided m that 
Houfe of Parliament. As far as relates to the general 
principle of this Refolution, it is new to their Lordfhips. 
How then can we be juftified in anticipating their refufal 
to concur in it ? That the Slave Trade fhould be in fome 
way or other, aboliflied, is a propofition to which this 
Houfe has already agreed, and to which this country, with 
the exception of a few individuals, has alfo aflented ; nay 
to which, taken upon its general principle, the Noble 
Lord himfelf is ready to affent; for he aiTures us that he 
even abiiors, and dctefts the i^Tuvd^l^ o£ dv^ tx^iffick, - 
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With regard to Ae main queftion which is now before^ 
us, all I wifti to fubmit to theHoufe to-night is, the genend 
opinion upon it whfch I have uniformly entertained, bal • 
which I have never before had occafion to exprefs in tl^ ' 
Houfe. And in giving that opinion, I wifli to be und^rftood 
to go to the full extent of what has been exprefled, more elo- • 
quently, by my Right Honourable, and alfo, by my Learned - 
Friend j that this Trade is contrary to juftice, to humanity^ 
and to found policy, as far as found policy can be di£- - 
tinguifhed from juftice and humanity, if tliere beany.fuch 
diftindiipn. Sir, that this Trade is, in aU its p.arts, and 
in its whole hiftory, founded in injuftice and cruelty, is 
an indifputable propofition. At its commencement in ■ 
Africa it is connefted with, and is an encouragement (if 
it be not the caufe) of a variety of other evils in Africa. 
Nor are thofe evils confined to Africa ; they adhere to the 
purchafc, and accompany the fyftem in all its progrefs. 
It is a fyftem which is the parent of fraud and violence, 
robbery and murder, of falfe accufation and mockery of 
juftice — it is the parent of every vice which can jat once 
degrade and afflift the human race ; for, after fpreading 
over the coaft of Africa the devaftation and havock of 
warfare, its unhappy viftims are doomed to hardships and 
cruelties that are worfe than death. Nor is any thing 
elfc to be expefted, becaufe cruelty begets cruelty. The" 
mifery, however, which they endure, h too (hocking to 
thiitk of; and fully to defcribe, impoflible. After b«ing 
fubjefted to all the wretchednefs of war and devaftation, 
torn from their relatives and friends by violence, or pro- 
cured by fraud, in one part of the world; they are carried 
through a fcene of continued horror to perpetual flav^ry 
in another. Thus, this fyftem perpetuates in one part of 
the globe, the mifery it creates in another. Nor is this 
all ; after having looked with horror at the mifery and 
defolation thus created in the firft inftance, and the cruelty 
exerqifed in the fecond, and having turned from them 
with difguft, we find another evil, of immenfe magnitude 
to us, following clofe upon thefe, independent of the 
common, though deplorable, wafte of African life, which 
attends every part of thiSrtnoft hateful traffick. The lofs' 
of Britifh leamen in this tra&ck \% eaotm^xv.'^S ^«^ '^^ 
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appears that in the courfe of. one vopge, in this Trade, 
tke mortality of the feamen employed in it, is equal to 
one-fixth of their whole number : fo that in three voyages, 
one half of all the Britifh feamen engaged in the Slave 
Trade are deftroyed in its purfuit \ that is, they become 
the viSims of a fyftem which is founded upon fraud, 
rojjbery and murder, and which procures to' the Britifh 
nation nothing but the abhorrence and execration of man-r 
kind. fJor have we yet done with the evils which attend 
this hideous fyftem j for it brings in its train the w'orft of 
a^ moral efFc&s, not only as it refpe£^s the flaves them- 
ieives, who, independently of the many other difadvantages 
o\^ their ft ate, certainly witnefs in thofe who fubjeft them 
to it, the worft of all poflible examples y but as, it refpefts 
thofe y^hp conduei the different parts of this fyftem, and 
whofe property is embarked in it. I am fure, Sir, I do 
not inean to caft any rcfledlion on the Planters, as diftinft 
from other men. I fliould anticipate the fame efFe£l with 
regard to every Member of this Houfe, and with regard 
to myfelf, if I was concerned in this fpecies of employ- 
ment, i do not feel bold enough to fay, that I or any 
man who fliould engage in the Slave Trade, could efcape 
the moral degradation \V^hich it is calculated to produce ; 
or that with the unlimited powers which planters poflefs, 
we Ihould not yield to the temptations of fuch a fituation, 
and abufe that power. But when we confider who are 
the perfons who adminifter this fyftem, not the Planters 
themfelves but their fubftitutes, often taken from the loweft 
clafies of fociety, we cannot wonder at the efFefts which 
accptnpany this deteftable fyftem, not only affording to 
men of bad difpofitions -full fcope for their excrcife, but . 
rendering men, conftitutionally of gdod difpofitions, cal- 
lous to the mifery of others; an evil efrect infeparable 
from a fyftem of continued inhumanity. 

Thefe are fome of the confiderations which prefs upon 
my feelings with refpeft to this fubjeG. They are confi*- 
derations which have deterniined me, ever fince I con- 
' t^mplated this fubjecSl: at all, to vote for the Abolition of 
the Slave Trade, whenever an opportunity Ihould be 
afforded me. They are confideijtions alfo Mhich deter- 
mincd this Houfe in the year 1792 to .iJo^-t a meafure of 



( 47 ) 

« 

• • . . - - . 

the fame kind as the prefent. Has any thing happened 
Cnce to change the opinion of the Houfe of Commons? 
Quite the contrary j for we have now the cleareft con- 
vi£tion, founded on the moft undeniable evidence, that'all 
the arguments then ufed againft the Abolition were falla- 
cious, being founded not upon truth, but on affertions 
devoid of all truth, and derived from ignorance or preju- 
dice. 

' An argument in favour of this Trade, if TiY^nment it 
can be called, is founded upon an idea, that the part of 
the human race wKo are its fubjefts labour under fuch a 
total degradation of mental and moral faculties as nothing 
can cure j and hence a conelufion is drawn, that nature 
has doomed them to flaverv. But I would afk, Have not 
the premifes from which this conclufion is drawn been 
proved to be falfe, in every inftance in which an experi- 
ment has been made on the Coaft of Africa ? Have they 
not been proved to be falfe, in every inftance in vsrhicu 
the experiment has been made in the Weft Indies ? Have 
we not, ourfelves, put them in a fituation, for which it 
was confidently afferted that their talents were not fit, and 
have we not experienced the falfehood of that affertion ? 
Have we not, ourfelves, made them foldiers ? Have ire 
not made them Non-cdmmiffiohed Officers ? Have we not 
employed them in every fervice requiring fidelity and 
courage, and all the intelligence and virtue which go to 
conftitute a good military charafter ? Certainly we have 
done all thefe things, and they have anfwered the expec- 
tation of thofe who thought the moft favourably of them. 
But now, having employed them in ftations of truft for 
fiur own intereft, and having that intereft ferved by it ; 
when we are called upon to acknowledge their capacity 
with a view to their own advantage, (hall it be faid they 
poflTefs no fuch capacity ; that they are unfit for truft and 
confidence ; that Slavery is their doom by nature, aitd 
that thc^jT are unfit for any other condition ? God forbid 
that we fhould think fo. God forbid we fliouid think 
that they may not be made capable of the enjoyment of 
liberty, and me exercife of free labour, which, for foihe 
reafon, I know not what, we choofe to fuppofe them io 
be totally incapable of by nature, thow^K x.\v;>x ^v\y^^\<.ww 
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'is fialfified by every experiment that has been made,- (jind 
they are numerous) both on the Coaft of Africa and . 
in the Weft Indies. The argument, therefore, which is 
derived from the fuppofed incapacity of the negroes, to 
enjoy a rational freedom, is at an end, and can never be 
rqpeated in this Houfe with fuccefs. 

The remaining point is, "Whether the negro population 
in the Iflands can be kept up by natural means, or whether 
we fhall be obliged to continue the importation from 
Africa ? Now, Sir, I know that proof is before the Houfc 
on that fubje£^ ; and certainly every inquiry to which my 
mind has been diredted, in the perufal of the labours of 
thofe who are confidered tp have treated the fubjefl: of 

I*: population moft ably, and more attention has been had to 
that fubjeft of late than at any former period in the hif- 
tory of the world : every fuch inquiry teaches me, that 
where provifions are abundant, and labour not exceffive, 
the natural population of every place will anfwer its de- 

. mands j in fhort that nothing can prevent this but unna- 
tural hardfliips. For not only in the bleakeft parts of 
Scotland, where many are expofed to great feverities, but 
in the moft uftwholefome climates, and in cou^itries where 

. the inhabitants are of the moft loathfome habits, and in a 
ftate, to us, of horrid exiftence, yet even there, provided 
there arc no artificiaF hardfhips, the propagation of the 
fpecies finds its level, and its inftinftive impulfe is power- 
ful enough to keep up the population. But there is, \n 
the Weft Indies, under the prefent fyftem, that extreme 
of mifery which, unfpttunately for the intereft of the 
planters, prevents the increafe of population,- nay which 
in fome cafes almoft extinguifhes it. And here I would pb- 
ierve that all the arguments of the friends of the Slave 
Trade, urged fifteen years ago, and, over and over again 
repeated, though as often refuted, have been now entirely * 
overturned, and that by the praSice of fome of the Colo^ 

? nies themfelves, by which it is demonftrated, that with 
;good treatment, the population of the Colonies may be 
abundantly kept up without frefh importation. And this 
very circumftance of the partial good produced by tender 
treatment, has been made ufe of as an argument to fhew 
that our interference is unn^ef^y* But we have too 

ftiohg 
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ftrong' a proof of the fallacy of that argument ; and I ^ 
wifh that the Honourable Baronet Dehind me (Sir W. 
Young) as well as the Honourable Gentleman oppofite to *' 
me (General Gascoyne) who appeared offended at the 
ttfe of certain words in this debate, which they faid they 
hoped they fhould never hear again j fuch ad the words 
murder, torture, rapine, robbery, and th6 like ; — I wifli 
they Would referve their indignation for thofe who are 
guilty of the aftsj in (lead of vertting it on thofe who only 
tio their duty in defcribing them. Are there not accounts 
of deeds which have been done in'the adminiftration of 
this fyftem, which, if they had been written m letters of 
blood oh the walls of this Houfe, could not be more (hock- 
ing than they are to all human feeling. Elfe.why fliould my • 
Lord Seaforth end the Attorney General oiBarbadoes 
call them *' murder and torture ?*' And (hall we, to accom- 
modate the nerves of Gentlemen, who are friends of the 
Slave Trade, mollify our fpeeches in this Houfe, when 
we are fpeaking on that fubje£^, and defi(t from calling 
that " murder and torture" which the Governors of our 
Weft India Iflands, and the Attorney General of one 
of them, think they can call by no better names ? Shall 
we, the charafteriftic of whofe debates is freedom, marked 
as it often is by boldnefs of expredion, and energy of (lile, 
foften down our language, and fpeak with tendernefs and 
i mildnefs of the purcnafe and the fale of negroes, and of all 
the enormities to which that degrading traf&ck gives" 
birth? Sir,, I muft fay, that if this queftion were before 
us merely in the Abftraft, this Refoiution (hould have 
my hearty concurrence. But when I confider how inti- 
mately it is connefted with the honour and the dignity pf 
this Houfe j when I feel that all the cruelty, and all the 
perfidy of this hateful fyftem, muft, in a great meafure, 
attach to us, by its continuance ; I could not refufe to 
adopt this meafure, even if ferlous inconveniencies (hould 
arife from it to fome individuals. Of fuch inconvenience, 
however, there is no proof, no, not even a well fupportecU 
fuggcftion. Sir, I fupport the Refoiution, knowing it to 
be the objeft of my Right Honourable Friend to follow 
the meafure up with a view to remove the evil. I fupport 
the Rofolution, as evidence to the woxli ^ a>xt ^^\xfisssa 
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upon tLfts fubjedj n^ieSaiy to l>eaTcnred,£rom the coci^ 
vhkh has been taken, and the fupizsecefs which foDcwcd 
the Refi[>lutioos of this Houfe in die year 1792. 

The Noble Lord has gone into the queftion as it relius 
to the negpciatioD between His Majefty and foreign powers 
on the fobjecl of co-operation in the objed of aboliihin^ 
the Afncan Slave Trade. The Noble Lord tells us we are 
iKit to invite foreign powers into this negociation, becaufe 
the Chiefs of thofe goremzpenrs, and pamcularly the Chief 
of the government of Franc^,' may treat the matter with 
ridicule. I am as little defirous as any one can be, of 
holding out any very faneuine hopes of the co-operaticu 
of the Chief of the French government, with this country, 
in any political meafure, and I am alfo, as little difpofed 
as any one can be to treating his chara&er with vulgar 
ubufe. But it is too much to expecl from me that I 
f hould bow fo low to the opinion, or the fuppofed opinion 
of the Chief of the government of France, as not to pro- 
pofe to that country, or to any other country in Europe, 
what I think to be right. It is for them afterwards to 
confider whether it is worthy of their attention or not. I do^ j 
therefore, hope, that, undeterred by any oppo£tion ; un- 
afiecxed by any ridicule -, and uninfluenced by any intered ; 
we (hall proceed to the adoption of every pra£Hcable mca- 
I'ure for tlie removal of this great evil and national difgracc; | 
— that we (hall not fufier ourfelves to be dria^Ti either to 
the right or to the left, but advance ftrait forward to the 
accomplifliment of the mod magnanimous a£t of juflice 
tliat ever was atchieved by any legiflature in the world. 

Mr. Rose.— With the opinion which I entertain on . 
this fubjeci, and feeling it impoffiUe to agree with , 
much of what the H«Afe has juft heard, I think it 
incumbent on me to deliver that opinion Ihortly, and to 
it ate at the fame time, that I think this Refolution is 
brought forward at a time, under circimiftances, and in 
tcrmS; utterly unfit and improper. From the firft mo- 
ment the fuDJe£l was mentioned in this Houfe, I have 
been inclined to the Abolition of the Slave Trade, in a 
manner which appeared to nie to be juft and proper, or 
^Indeed pradlicable^ ^el I Wve -aVwa.^^ Wu under the 
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neceflity of opppfing it, in the fljjj^ in which it has, 
hitherto, been prefented to this HcH^ The Gentlemen 
on the mher fide will do me tl* juftice to fay, that early 
after the firft propbfal for the Abolitieri of the Slave 
Trade, I ftatcd to them, diftinftly, my opinion, that hi 
the \jray they propofed it, they would hot fucceedi The 
mode which I propofed for that purpofe, fhey*'treate4 
with levity, which I do not blame tnem for j for whether 
my plan would have fucceeded better^ I do not know. I 
certainly propofed ^ progr^fflyt duty, as the l^oble Lord 
near me has done this day-^-a progteffiye di^ty, beginning 
moderately, and gradyallf tifirig fov ten or twelve' years, 
until it mould become an abColutely prohibitory duty, 
which duty ihould not be referved for the revenue, but 
given as^ bounty to the Planters and to the parents of 
the children, whenever a given number of children had 
been produced and reared to the age of four or five years, 
together with an annuity to the parents; for life, provided 
they fhoi\ld have reared a given number of children to a 

fiven age, or provided the. mortality in their fa.mily fhould 
e under a given rate. Whether this plan be prafticable 
or not, I do hot know, but I only mention it now for the 

Surpofe of reminding Gentlemen that I was difpofed to 
:ate to them the plan to which I (Jaould have aflented for 

the Abolition of the Slave Trade. 

... . . » » ■ 

A Learned Gentleman treated with ridicule what has 
^een faid on the fubje£t as it relates to the feelings of the 
Planters, as if they had np feeling, becaufe they continue 
to carry on this Trade, notwithftanding all that has been 
faid againft it. Rut I think that they have not had fait 
play: they have been infi^lted, and goaded in this bufinefs : 
whereas if you h^d but treated them fairly, they would 
not have thwarted you in the manner tliey have done# 
They had a right to know whether yoi\ will have an Abo- 
lition or not ; but you kept them ii\ a ftate of fufpence 
for fixteen or eighteen years. If other experiments had 
been tried they might have failed, but I think thej; \yere 
lefs likely to fail than the meafures which have been fo 
frequently propofed to Parlian^ent^ and which liaye hither- 
to, produced nothing : and I ovfi> I fhould have Kk^ to 
have feen the plan I have mentioned attem^tftd, t'^.Vi^ \>^^. 
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in pra(^ice. But ^Honourable apd Learned Gen^Iemaa 
(the Solicitor GWeral) Has faid, and* conGderable. 
applaufe has attended his aflertion, that the African 
Slave Trade is carried on by rapine, robbery, and mur- 
der. I think that th: habits of his profeifion fhould have 
led him to .be a little more cautious in his expreffions. 
Gentlemen of his profeflion are accuftomed to look not 
only at every word, but alfo at every fyllable which 'is 
given in evidence in every caufe which they have to argu«. 
upon that evidence, taking^the whole of it, and I have 
gone through the whole of it,^ I do protefl> that I do 
not fee how that defcriptionVor tire Trade can be fup- 
ported. I do not wifli the Houfe to form an opinion 
hadily, for there certainly is much evidence one way, and 
much evidence the other way 5 fo that to fay who really 
fpoke the truth, and who did not, is a point on which 1 
never could make up my mind compleatly. Among many 
other fads, related in mat evidence, is a ftory of a flaver 
(hip which got to leeward of the iflands, and met a man 
of war, and the Captain faid that he had made a number 
of the flaves walk the plank, that is, had made them walk 
overboard into the f^a, on account of the want of water 
or provifions j a thing which one can not hear of, without 
horror. I afterwards had an interview with that Captain, 
and he told me there was not a fyllable of truth in it. 
At the fame time, I believe there may be many practices 
which are improper, and ought not to be continued, but I 
only defireon the other hand, that when Gentlemen 
comment on thefe topics, they will fpeak of them cboly-^ 
that they will not allow themfelves to be carried away by 
beat and popular prejudice. 

Mv qbjeftion. Sir, to the meafure now before us is, 
that It IS brought forward in a fhape. which makes it ex- 
tremely difficult to fay how it fhould be dealt with. I 
cannot vote againft it, becaufe it profefles that the fubjeft 
Ihall be duly confidered, and to that it is impoffible to 
objefl:. But then it is worded in fo vague and indefinite 
a manner, that I do not know what to make of it. We 
are now called upon to agree to fend up to the other 
Houfe of Parliament a propofition, and to call on the 
Lords to commit themfelves to it, although they may, 

afterwards. 
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afterwardsj have to hear evidence^.' and then to goveni 
themfelves according to that evidence. This is putting 
their .JiOrdfhips in a fituation^ in which I think they ouglS 
not to be placed. 

But I wifti tp khoWj Sir, how it is propofed to provide 
for the interefts of thofe who have cultivated their land in 
ihe Weft Indies undtr the faith of ASts of Parliament, for 
» cenltury and an half, and who, during all that tip^e, have 
-'not only been cultivating the land which they had origi- 
nally, but have .alfo been encouraged to purchafe irelh 
lands, and whofe property may be deftroyed by the Abo* 
litipn. 

But no^y we. come to 9 greater queflion than that of the 
Abolition itfelf, fuppofing it to be accompliihed, I mean 
the danger of its leading to the emancipation of the Slaves 
in the Weft Indies ;. becaufe what the Noble Lord, who 
fpoke laft, (aid on that fubje£l, tends to that iflue. The 
Noble Lord talks of the advantages of h^p labour : what 
IS that but pointing to emancipation ? I l^now that this 
has been difclaimed by many Gentlemen in this Houfea 
who exprefsly declare that they mean no fuch thing ; but 
the Noble Lord talks of free labour : what does that mean 
but emancipation ? Do you think that the negroes will be 
\n better order after emancipation, than they are at pre- 
fent? I can only fay, I think that no man living, who 
looks at the matter without prejudice, can be of opinion that 
the negroes will be in a better ftate after emancipation than 
they are at prefent, nor do I think it will make them more 
faithful to their employers. Arms have been put into the 
hands of the negroes in the liland of Dominica, where I 
hay^ confiderable property. That Ifland was three times 
attacked by the enemy, and it became neceflary to defend 
it with all the force it poffefled. For that purpofe arras 
were put into the hands of the negroes, and though thofe 
who were thus armed had many qpportunities to defert» 
yet not a fingle negro went away 5 every man of then) 
took up arms, and exerted himfelf with as much energy 
and vigour, as any of us would do in cafe this country 
were attacked. And her^ I cannot help digreffing to fay 
that I wonder my Right Honourable Friend (Mr. Wind* 
^Au) fhould think of fending fo many foldiers to thefe 

Iflands» 
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WzndSy to a climate which does not fuit them atall^whcn 
it would be fo beneficial to hire the negroes as foldiers. 

The Right Honourable Gentleman who opened thi« 
debate profefled refpeft for the memory *of a perfbn 
jB^hofe memory is verv dear to me (Mi. Pitt*). It was 
'iny misfortune to differ from him on this point, and I can 
fay with the Noble Lord near me (Lord Castlereagh) 
it is the only point in which I ever Tiad the misfortune t6 
'differ from him, except one, and that was at an early 
■period of his life, I mean the fubjefl: of Reform in Parlia- 
ment. I was forry for this difference, becaufe I thought 
it might endanger fome fufpicion of a want of fincerity on 
the. part of my Right Honourable Friend, when two per- 
fons continued in the fame Adminiftration, who thought 
fo very differently on two fuch important fubjefts as a 
Reform in Parliament, and the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade ; and I was twice about to retire from my fituation, 
but, on his entreaty, I retained it. But with all the defe-.- 
rence I have for the judgment of my late Right Honour^ 
Able Friend, the opinion I have taken up on this fubje£t 
will, I believe, die with me, I am perfeftly ready to go 
info any inquiry which may be thought neceflary upon 
that matter, and tp give my reafons for my opinion, and to 
ftate the plan which, according to that opinion, will be 
moft efffeftual, without violence, for the Abolition of the 
Slave Trade, But if the Abolition is to take place by 
force and at once, inftead of the gradual plan which we 
have recommended, I am afraid it will be the occafion of 
an infinite quantity of blood being fpilt. I hope I am not 
influenced by any improper motive, but I think I may fay 
that Weft India property has a claim on the public, anq 
ihould be protefted by Parliament. - 

The Noble Lord who fpoke laft, has not, I am fure, 
informed himfelf upon this fubjeft, as it was his duty to do 
or he would not now have fpoken as he did. He fpoke of the 
period of the middle pafl^age as a period of mifery 5 now 
one half of the evidence fhews it to be very difl^erent. I 
"confider that the poor people who are taken from their 
country, fliould be treated with all kindnefs and humanity, 
and I believe they are fo, for it is the intereft of the party 
wbp has the care of them,' that they fhould be fo treated, 
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there heing a premium to them, in cafe the mortality in 
the pafTage (hould be under a given proportion of the 
number which they have on board. 

I have only one obfervation more to make, and that is 
with refpeft to .a narrative which I have read in a pamph* 
let,* refpefting the cruel treatment of the negroes, I do 
aiTure the Noble Lord, he never read any thing on this 
fubjeft with more horror or ftronger feelings of compaC- 
fion, than 1 did that (latement. I think the fads there 
dated, are a difgrace not only to the Britifh Colonies, but 
to human kind. That there (hould be a Colony in wKch 
«leath (hould not be the puni(hment for murder, and in 
which the;y (hould refufe to make a law to remedy that 
defeft, as they have done in fome of tlie Colonies is what 
we (hould not endure ; I would fay to them, " Take your 
" choice, either pafs the law, and take means duly to 
*' execute it, or you (hall no longer be a Colony of Great 
** Britain ; you mall not belong to us." So much for that 
part of the fubjeft. But as to the reft of it, I think you 
(hould lay down a reafonable plan for the gradual reduc- 
tion of tne African importation, as the population (hall 
increafe in the Colonies, and recommend that plan to the 
adoption of the Colonies 5 for I do not believe you can 
efFeft it without their concurrence, I do not mean to 
fay you have no right, for you have a clear right to 
do what you pleafe with them : you have a right to tax 
the produce of the Colonies for Colonial purpofes; you 
have a right to make what regulatio;is you pleafe in 
their affairs : but unlefs you have the Colonies with you, 
you never will do any thing effeAual 5 for when you 
are legiflating for the Colonies internally, you have no 
poiiible means to inforce the meafures which you adopt. 
The Refolution now before the Houfe, (hall have no 
oppofition from me, for, worded as it is, I think it is im- 
polHble to oppofe it. When you have a meafure before 
you, to which the Colonies will confent, I (hall gladly 
concur in it, for then it will be cffeftual j but otherwifc it 
never will be fo. 

♦ Horrors of Negro Slavery, printed for Hatchard, Piccadilly. 
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LdrJ IlkNRT Pettt.-— The Right Honourable. Gctltle^ 
man who has juft fat down, in referring to what I faid^ 
lias mifunderftood m^. He fays that I fpoke of free labour, 
and from thence not only drew a conclufion in favour or 
the Abolition of the Slave Trade. But alfo for the eman- 
fcipation of the negroes. Nowi Sir, if he means that I am 
of opinion that the immediate Abolition of the Slave Trade 
ihould be accompanied by a proclamation granting imme'» 
diate freedom to the Jlaves in the Weft Indies j I can affure 
him diat I have no fuch wild, irrational, or imprafticable 
idea* But if he means that I look to the Abolition of th^ 
Slave Trade as likely ultimately to produce emancipation \ 
I certainly do conceive it poffible,- by amending the fitu- 
ation of tne flaves, and by the progreffive improvement of 
their minds^ moral charader, and habits, as far as they 
are capable, of improvement in fuch a ftate, that they 
fcould pafs from flavery to free labour, as they become fit 
for it. In tljat fenfe, and in that fenfe only, I look for 
the emancipation of the negroes. 

Mr. WiLBERFORCE. — One fa£l has been ftated by my 
Right Honourable Friend (Mr. Rose) as having been 
mifreprefented in the evidence, I mean the making a 
number of negroes ** walk the plank," as it is called. Hfe 
fays there is no foundation for that (lory, and that he was 
fo aflured by the officer who is faid to have related it; 
Now, Sir, I pofitively declare, that the fa6l:, as he has 
mentioned it, is not to be found in any of the evidence 
which was laid before this Houfe. It is a fa£i which 
came out in the year 1783, at Guildhall, in the Court of 
Eang'^s Bench, in confequence of a fuit between the own- 
ers of a flave fhip and the under-writers, upon a policy of 
infurance on the flaves on board, during the voyage from 
Africa to the Weft Indies. The owners of the veflel and 
cargo, brought an aftion againft the under-writers for the 
amount of the value of a number of ilaves faid to have 
been loft, and it was fully proved on the tri^l, that thefe 
Haves were not loft by capture, or by the operation of the 
winds and waves, which are called " perils of the fea,'* 
and againft which the under-writers infured the owners 
by the policy; but that they were thrown overboard to the 

number 
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tinmber of about bhfe huxklred and thirty. I do not know 
where it is that the account of this occurren<^ id correfti J 
tfletaifed; it ciertainly is not in the evidence riven to thik 
Houfe, on the fubjeft of the Shre Trade. If my Right 
Honourable Friend had read th^ evidence which was giveti 
tis upon this fubje£i, with the care he bcftows on othei 
matters, he would not have reprefented this ftory ni 
a part of that evidence which had been refuted. 

Mri BarhaM. — My Right Honourable Friend (Mr* 
Fox) whof\5 condufl: in this bu(i|ners lias done him fo 
muoi honour, has not faid any thing againfl: granting 
compenfation to tfiofe who may^fufier by the Abolitioht 
If we agree to that Abolition, I think we take it upon ottr- 
feives niat no lofs fliall be occafioned to any one, without 
d compenfation* I think you ought to fay, that wherever 
dompenfation can be made, it (hall be made. I think yois 
ought not to examine whether Aat compenfation fhould 
be great or fmall, but whether the claim to it be juft, and 
being fatisfied of that, I think that compenfation ought to 
go hand in hand with the Abolition; otherwife I will 
tenturc to fay, that no plan for the Abolition of th^ 
African Slave Trade will fucceed. The honour of the 
Houfe is concerned in the adoption of fuch a tneafure. 
I believe however that the amount of that compenfation 
Will be much lefs than has been generally apprehended. 
Yet until compenfation be protided for, T cannot approve 
of any thing that has been or may be propofed for the 
Abolition of this Traffick. 

As to the flaves obtaining the condition of free labpur- 
crs ; I am not one of thofe who deprecate the Abolition 
of Ac Slave Trade, on a profpeft of any evils arifing from 
that condition of free labour, which may be the xeftilt of 
it. Tliat however, is a ftate of things not to be brought 
forward by any Aft of Parliament here, but preparation 
muft be made for it by rendering the Slaves fit for free- 
dom, and that muft be accompliflied gradually, by granting 
to them, from time to time, as much freedom as they can* 
bear, until they fliall all become fit for it; but they ihouli 
not have it fooner. And v/hen that great work is accom- 
pliChed^ it will not only redound to the honour of this 
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country, but it will alfo be greatly to the advantage of ihit 
country^ in the dry calculation of Pounds, Shillmgs, and 
Pence ; and that advantage will be in proportion to the 
extent of the improveipent. I, as an individuali have 
tried to bring about an improvement of that kind among 
Ibme of my own negroes, but in their prefent (late I do 
npt think they can be prevailed upon to work for money. 
A negroe does not underftand any condition, but that of 
Mailer and Slave. He has fo few. wants that nothing 
you can offer him in the way of money, will be regarded 
as an equivalent for his labour, when he has his choice 
between labour and reft. With him there is no privilege 
equal to that of being free from labour ; for that reafon a 
negroe is hardly ever induced to work as a free labourer : 
he has fo few wants that money is no temptation to him. 
That he will be a foldier is true, becaufe that is not in« 
confiftent with his,averfion from labour. He has no 
wants which the extra labour of a week will not fumilh 
funds to fupply for almoft a year; and therefore he 
has no inducement to labour for hire. Happening to 
poifefs eftates in different parts of the Iflands, I can ven- 
ture to a$rm that, for forty or fifty years paft, no means 
have been left untried, which imagination could devife or 
labour execute, to counteradi the evils which neceffarily 
attend the fyftcm of flavery j but they have been without 
any thing like the deiired effect ; fo that it remains for my. 
Right Hpnourabk Friend to accomplifh the objedl with 
the affiftance of other Members of this Houfe. The 
negroe fhould be made fond of free labour by degrees, 
v^ich he is not at prefent. If that fyftem fhould be 
fubmitted to by them, it will do ; k}^ if not, and the fyf- 
tem fhould be attempted to be altered by force, fuch inter- 
ference would be refifted. But this I muft add, that to 
put an end to all flayery in the lilands immediately is 
impoffible. 

Sir John Newport. — I do not rife at this late hour of 

the nimt to detain you long, but on account of foma 

^prew^s ufed in the courfe of this debate, I think it is, 

in ifi^iM degree, neceffary,^ not only for judgment to be 

^rpypc^iticid pa tl^is motioui bu^ that it fhould not appear 

■*" ■ ^ • ^a 
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to be' confined to one branch of the Emptre j for I catf 
aflure this Houfe that whatever difference of opinion ma^ 
fubfift in this part of the United Kingdom^ on the quef- 
tion now before us, in that part of it to which I have the 
honour to belong there is but one unhrerfal feiitiment of 
abhorrence of the African Slave Trade, and an ardent 
defire to wipe off, as fpeedily as poffible, the ftain it has 
caft upon the charafter of die Britifh nation. And fe 
decided arc they there in aflerting that principle, that very 
lately, wheii efforts were moft ftrenuoufly made by certain 
perfohs conneftcd with the commerce of Liverpool, to 
create differences of fentiment refpe£Kng the Slave Trade^; 
in that part of the United Kingdom, thefe effbrts received 
no countenance : on the contrary, they were univerfally 
reprobated and received with an abfoi^ite and decided 
negative. It was urged that they were likely to derive 
material- benefit in that part of the United Kingdom, by 
the fupport which the African Slave Trade was alledged 
to give to Weft India commerce, which would fuft'ain 
much injury by its abolition. The intereft, therefore, 
which they had in reCfting the Abolition of this Traffick, 
was ftated to them with great addrefs. Their anfwer 
was, "We will have no share in a Traffick con-« 

** SISTING in rapine, BLOOD, AND MURDER.** 

That was the reception which the advocates of the 
Slave Trade met with at Waterford, and it would have 
been the fame in every pstrt of Ireland, had they chofen to 
make the experiment. The Irifh have too deep a fci^fe 
pf the bleffings of a free conftitution, and of what they 
owe to the memory of their anceftors, and what they alfo 
owe to themfelves, to purchafe commerce by the facrifice 
of charader, by infamy, and by fpilling blood. 

It has been propofed as a more expedient mode of 
abolifhing^this Trade, th^n that which is now propofed, 
to lay a duty which (hall increafe progreffively, until it 
amount to a prohibitory duty, on the importation of flaves 
into the Weft Indies, and to apply that duty in a line of 
bounty on propagation : and yet it is maintained by the 
fame perfons that an abfolute prohibition cannot take 
cfRft. But how are you to encGt your objeft by duty, 
if it be true that the duty may be evaded. \>^ cotca-^-xcv^ 
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Uadci »nd thus become u^premiiun on {kauggling, which 
you fay, cannot be prevented ? Now, from the nature o( 
things, it mull be more difficult at leaft| to prevent tha 
importation by duty, than by an abfblute prohibition, be* 
caufe it is eafier to land flavea without paying the duty 
ibr thcnx, when flave ihips are permitted to approach the 
ihore and enter the harbours, and when landing is per^ 
mitted upon that payment, . than when that approach an4 
that landing are prohibited •iahpgether. In the one cafe 
you muft keep an unremitting Swatch along the whol^ 
coafl of the Iflands, in order to prevent the landing, be* 
caufe there being a right to land upon payment of the 
duty, you cannot fay, before-hand, that the duty will no^ 
be paid; you muft wait until the landing is attempted. 
Befides, they will have a right to go from one place to 
another, until they find a fair opportunity for landing. 
Under an abfolute prohibition, however^ you can feize 
the Ship and Cargo at firft fight. Therefore it muft bo 
obvious to the Houfe, that a fyftem of duty upon impor* 
tation, muft be very inefficient, compared with that oS; 
prohibition, if it be your objeft, as you profefs it is, really 
to put an end to the importation of Slaves into the Weft 
Indies. I ihould trefpafs on tlie Houfe too much if I; 
were to urge all I- have to fubmit upon this fubje£)^» but 
that has been rendered unneceffiiry by the ample manner 
in which it has been difcufled by others. I (hall, therefore^ 
for the prefent, content myfelf with giving my heartjjc 
concurrence to this motion. 

• 

Mr. Canning. — I fhall not trouble the Houfe at mucl^ 
length in delivering my fentiments on this motion y noK 
fliould I have troubled you at all, but for one expreffioi| 
in the fpeech of the Honourable Baronet, who has juft 
fat down, an expreffion harmlefs in itfeif, but which 
might poffibly convey an idea that objeftions were taken 
to this meafure on this fide of the Houfe, in fome other- 
fenfc than that of fair individuai feeling. . I do not think 
it neceffary to ftate the grounds fo often ftated,. on. which 
. I concur not only in this Refolution, but on which I 
fhould concur in almoft any poffible form of words, ift 
which the fentiment conveyed by that Refolution^ could 
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\)e txpreffed. But there appears to; me to be aii obje^tioii 
in limiJie to the mode of proceeding as now propofed. I 
think that having tbe fmbjeA before us, we (houid dit 
pofe of it in a fuoftantial manner. I cannot conceive a 
re^fon why, if it be neceiTary to introduce this queftion 
at alJ, (and I think it,js fit to introduce it) and any me^* 
fuFe is propofed in which this Houfe is perfuaded to con- 
cur, and th^ other Houfe of Parliament is alfo called upon 
to concur, I do not fee why fuch a meafure fhould not 
take immediate and fubftantial-^fPeft. Of all the argu- 
ments which have been urged ever fince I had the honour 
«f a feat in this Houfe, that which has always weighed 
|XK)ft with me, and made me, I wiil not fay hefitate ; for 
^lothing could make me hefitate as to the demerits of this 
(raffick I but hefitate refpetiing the propriety of agitating 
this queftion, Xvas this, that it did become us to confider 
the probable efFe£k of the Abolition of this Trade, and the 
mifehief wluch might poflibly be done by agitating the 
queftion without its leading to Abolition : and in my opi- 
nion the leaft praftical good, and the greateft poiEble nut 
chief are likely to be the refult of a meafure taken in. 
Parliament without following up that meafure in praftice* 
The reafons which are given for bringing forward this 
xaeafure nowj are not fatisfaftory to my mind. 

[Here the Right Honourable Gentleman made a number 
of refleftions calculated to fhew that Minifters had been 
culpably remifs in not having brought this queftion for- 
ward earlier in the fefiion, when bufinefs was not fo prefs- 
ing, and maintained that as all the Members of the 
Executive government were agreed upon it, it would have 
been better to have brought it on in a mature ilate, by 
way of Bill, inftead of a Refoluiion of this kind, in which 
although the whole Houfe might now concur, yet it 
afforded no fecurity whatever for a future concurrence iix 
the meafure of Abolition. He infinuated that the plan 
which had been purfued manifefteti no fincere piH-pofe to 
aboliih the Trade, but was probably intended to ftirve the 
political end of obtaining the parliamentary fiipport of thp 
ee^ouS' friends of the meafure. As for the Rpfolutiori 
he confidered it as doing nothing more thzn holding owt 
falfe^ hopes to the public upon this \m^X2L\\x. vcv^ix^x. \\^ 
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thougKt the prefent Refolution lefs definite thaft mt 
which paffed in the year 1792, and thought it defe^iive oft 
that account. He (aid he fhould hare more fatisfiadloti 
in voting for a much more efTeftual meafure than this, foif 
the Abolition of tlie Slave Tradej and although the apptt^ 
rent good of the prefent meafure did not appear to hiajl 
to be equal to the poffible mifchief, yet fo great an hatt€(i 
had he to the African iSlave Trade, that he ibould Yofti 
for it.] g 

Mr. Manjcing. — I confefs I have heard nothing in ikt 
courfe of this debate, that has changed my opinion aa to 
the expediency of this Refolut'on, and I fubmit td the 
good fenfe of this Hbufe the propriety of deferring a mea* 
lure of this magnitude and importance until the next 
lefEon of Parliament. I am of opinion that the frequent 
agitation of this fubjed, in this Houfe, is highly injuriouf^ 
to our valuable pofTeffions in the Weft Indiies^ aiid thit 
thp prefent debate might therefore well have been fpared } 
far in my opinion nothing can be efFeflually done with- 
put the concurrence of the aflemblies of the Iflands. 

An expreffion made ufe of in the eourfe of this debate^ 
by an Honourable and Learned Gentleman (the Solicitor? 
General) appears to mo very alarming. He aflced, ''Shall 
^' the debts of England he paid by the blood of the Inhabit 
^* tants of Africa ? " That efxprelfion is an alarming one, a« 
it appears to me, nor is it, as I conceive, a correft mpde 
of fpeaking of the African Traffick ; for different Ads of 
Parliament, which I will not detain the Houfe with nioving 
to have read, have encouraged the African Slave Trade* 
The preamble of one of which runs thu«--" Whereas' the* 
•'Trade to Africa is highly beneficial** [Hear! Hear J 
from Mr. Fuller]. I fay this is an encouragement to 
go into the Trade, which makes it bona fide Britiih. If 
trtefrefbre you have changed your opinion of this Trade, 
no matter from what caufe, I fay you are bound in the 
firft inftance, tp give a pleiige tp all the Planters erf the 
Colonies, that in all cafes made out fairly, you will grant 
compenfation. I fhould have been fatisfied had the Right 
HoijQurMe Secretary o£ StaXe ftated. ^\^\x% much v I few 
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|)ut ii; the next lefEon of Parliament you will give that 
pledge, without which I do not fee the fmalleit chance of 
jour intention being carried into effed. 

There was a part of the fpeech of the Noble Lord 
(]^r4 HsKRT Petty) which, as it flood originally, 
\ronted explanation on the fubje£i of the emancipation of 
tbt negroes, but which he has fairly explained in a way 
mJucby I think, ought to be fatisfac^ory to every Gentle- 
itfi%v!s mind; for he looks towards the emancipation of the 
litgroes in the Weft Indies, at no given or definite period, 
but as an event to take place when they ihall be fit to 
receive it, when they fhall be in that ftate of moral im- 
provement which my Honourable Friend (Mr. Wilber- , 
FOB.cs} ftated \ and with that explanation of the matter 
we oudit all to he, fatisfied. 

My Honourable Friend (Mr. Wilbe&force] alluded to 
the vote of 1792, when the diviiion in this Houfe was 
300 to 82, and he feems to think there is no reafon for 
this Houfe coming to a difierent Refolution at the prefent 
moment. But, Sir, has nothing happened in the interim 
which ihould induce Gentlemen in this Houfe to paufe at 
this meafure ? Do they forget the ftate of St. DcHningo ? 
Do they forget that this Traffick produces fix millions 
fterling pf revenue ? Let them look at the ftate of St. 
Domingo. I do hope that every Gentleman who ha«- 
a vote to give upon this fubje£l, will turn it in his mind a 
great deal before he gives that vote. I hope that this 
Houfe will not come to any conclufion on this fubje£l, 
without weighing all the probable confequences of. that 
conclufion ; and I am perfeftly perfuaded with the Right 
Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Rose) that without the con- 
currence of the Planters in the Iflands, who have the 
means either of enforcing, or thwarting your wilhcs, 
you will never effe£l your objeft. 

Mr. William Smith. — I fhall not take up the time of 
the Houfe long ; but I muft commence with faying, that 
although I fat on this fide (the oppofition fide) of the 
Houfe for. many years, during the time that the Slave. 
Trade has been agitated, from the firft time of its 
being brought forward by my Houourabfe ¥\\^xv4 sJAx, 
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WiLftEHJOKCE) and fupported by a late 'Right Hbnoiit» 
i^le Gentleman (Mr. Pitt), I do not know '3 fing^# 
propofition to that purpofe which was not fupported mod 
ftrenuoufly by the Right Honourable Gentleman who 
fpoke laft but one (Mr. Canning); and yet now, for the 
firit time, over Cnce he became a Member of this Honfe, 
he tliinks the meafure unfeafonable. I take it for granted 
that no feeling of any other nature than that of a fenfe 
of his public duty can be fuppofed to mix in his mind 
with that eager zeal which he has manifefted on thi< 
occafion ; or to lead him to reprefent matters as if 
with a view to create divifion among thofe whom he 
oppofes : but that was what he certainly could not mean, 
although it had that appearance. So much for the fpeech 
of the Right Honourable Gentleman. On other points I 
ihall fay but a few words, which are rendered neceflarv 
by what was ftated by the Honourable Member who laft 
fat down. I do hope, Sir, that after this night, we 
(hall hear no more of that filly calumny, that we are 
aiming at the immediate emancipation of the Slaves in the 
Weft Indies, which for the laft eighteen years has heed 
regularly faftened upon us, every time the Abolition of the 
Slave Trade has been propofed, and as repeatedly denied 
by us; but which witli an inflexible unfaimefs (not to call 
it by any other name) has ftill continued to be imputed 
to us. It has been repeatedly ftated by us, Aat the 
emancipation of the negroes in the Weft Indies, makes no 
part of the objeft we have in view in the Abolition of 
the African Slave Trade, in any other fenfe than Aat 
which has been fo well explained, by the Noble Lord 
(Henry Petty) and another Gentleman, whom I am 
happy to call my friend ; and I do hope that we ftiall 
efcape the repetition of that calumny. 

An Honourable Friend of mine nas complained of the 
niifreprefentations which at various times have been made 
of the conduft of the Planters. I am aware my Honour- 
able Friend will acquit us all of any intention to confoiind 
all the Planters together in one common charge of mifcoh- 
duft ; fo far from it, that I am happy to fay, what I am 
really convinced of, that there are among the Planters in 
the Wed Indies, many who do, moft fincerely, wifli for 
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tbe Abolition of the African Slave Trade in^ the way 
which they think beft adapted for the purpofei refpeding 
which, however, they may poflibly labour under fome 
prejudices which may have prevented them from taking 
the beft view of the mbje£l. But the charges againft the 
Planters in fome of the lilands, as far as they are true, - 
^re, of courfe, not to be refuted by the fpeeches of Mem- 
bers of this Houfe. They depend upon the afts of the 
planters themfelves, whieh can never be altered either by 
afiertion of by argument. One charge is fpecifically this ;, 
that the Planters of Barbadoes refufed to' declare the- 
killing of a negroe murder. Is it not therefore impoffible 
that ue chara^er of the Planters fhould be acquitted in 
this inftance ? 

Sir, it is only by due attention to the domeftic comfort, 
smd above all, to the moral condu(fi of the negroes, that 
their population can be kept up ; and to fhew this to be 
the opinion of the beft informed, I fliall quote the words 
of their own A£ts. 

One of the claufes of an AQ. pafied in Dominica in the 
year 1788, (and A£):s fimilar to this have pafTed in fome 
of the other lilands}, runs thus : *^ Whereas a knowledge 
of the doBrtnes^ and a due attention to the exercife of the duties 
ythe 'Chriftian religion^ would tend to iir^rove the morals and 
advance the temporal and eternal happinefs of the Slaves ; it is 
enafik^, that all Owners, Overfeers, &c. fhail, on every 
Sunday on their feveral plantations, convene together the 
Slaves for the purpofe of performing divine worihip, and 
Jball tMt fail to exhort all unbaptized Slaves to receive the 
holy facrament of Baptifm ; and all the unbaptized Child- 
ren of Slaves (hall receive the faid facrament; and on 
ntgleB ofthefe duties the Owners, &c, Ihall be fined in not 
lefs than j^io. nor more than '^25, And all Owners, 
&c. (hall encourage a^id exhort all Slaves^ arrived at years 
of maturity, and defirous of entering into a connubial 
ftate, to receive the ceremony of Chriflian marriage^ and in 
negleB of doing fojhall be fubjeB to a fine of £^*^ 

When we come however to enquire into the good 
effe^s which this falutary enadment has produced, we 
find that it has been wholly negleded in praAice^ I 
fuppofie becaufc it was " only confidered," to \ife Go^ftTSNsst 

1 "^X^N^^^ 
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Prcvoft's words, ** as a political meafure to avert the 
interference of the mother country in the management of 
flaves." The Rev. John Audain, Redlor of St. George's, 
in Dominica, ftates in a letter to Governor Prevoft, that 
he can furni(h no returns of marriages in confequence of 
this aft, becaufe, he fays, " a very few even of the free- 
coloured people marry, and not onejlavi^ fincc I have been 
here. Why they do not I readily conceive, particularly 
the flaves. Their owners do not exhort them t9 it, and 
they fhew no difpofition themfelves to alter that mode 
of cohabitation which they have been accuftomed to." 

From thefe extrafts it appears, that unlefs the Planters 
themfelves, attend to this objeft, much more than has 
hitherto been done for them by their agents, the negroe 
population of the Iflands, will never be kept up 5 for we 
find, moil clearly, that no fuch attention is generally paid, 
notwithftanding the importance of the objeft to be effefted 
by it. 

Gentlemen, Sir, have taken exception to the epithets of 
the Honourable and Learned Gentleman (the Solicitor 
General), who defcribed the African Slave Trade to be 
" a fyftem of rapine, robbery and murder," and particu- 
larly to what was faid refpedting the paffage of thefe un- 
happy viftims to the Weft Indies. I fee no reafon what- 
ever why the Learned Gentleman fhould recal any of 
thefe epithets, for they are moft appropriate to the jfrl^em 
defcribed by them, and while we continue to commit the 
depredations which are committed, that is, while we 
continue to carry on the African Slave Trade, which is a 
fyftem of depredation altogether, fo long will thefe epi- 
thets be applied with juftice to that fyftem : indeed no * 
other epithets ought to be applied, becaufe no other, epi- 
thets can adequately defcribe its Enormity. Sir, if any 
authority were wanted to*fupport this affertion 5 it would 
be very eaiy to produce it, by recurring to the evidence. 
I will venture to fay that the evidence we have before us, 
of the cruelties of this traffick, amply jviftifies every one 
of thefe epithets. Nor is tliat all, for we can refpr to the 
teitimony given of this Trade, by a perfon who cannot be 
fuppofed to be prejudiced in favour of the Abolition of it ; 
for he oppofed th?it meafure in this Houfe -y I mean the 

Ute 
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late Mr. Brtan Edwards^ who declared, not in this 
Houfe but in the Afiembly of Jamaica, in a fpeech which 
was afterwards printed by him, that it was a fyilem of 
rapine^ robbery, and murder, and that to maintain a con- 
trary propofition, was mockery and infult. Of the fin- 
cerity of this declaration, it is impoffible for. any one who 
■knew that Gentleman, to entertain a doubt ; therefore, as 
to that part of this traffick which relates to the Coaft of 
Africa, it is, moft indifputably, a fyftem of rapine, rob- 
bery, and murder. If any one fhould be difpofed, after 
all, to doubt this ; let him read the account given of this 
Traffick by a private individual (Mungo Parke), uncon- 
neAed with any of the friends of the Abolition. He will 
there find one uniform concurring teftimony to the fame 
efkSt ; a teftimony which, I do affirm, cannot fail to carry 
convidion into the mind of every human being who is 
not bent on ihutting out the light of his own underftand- 
ing upon this fubjeft. So that with refpeft to the ex- 
preffions of the Honourable and Learned Gentleman, 
which made fuch an impreffion upon the Houfe, " that 
the debts of the people of England, were not to be paid 
by the blood of the people of Africa," I do maintain that 
they were perfeftly correft. I do aver, that if the people 
of England are in debt to the dealers in flaves, they are 
paying that debt with the blood of the people of Africa. 
I*aa aver, that any Gentleman may convince himfelf of 
the truth of this aflertion from indifputable evidence. I 
do maintain, that if any perfon perufes that evidence witli 
the attention it merits, it will be impoffible for him to 
refift that convi6lion. 

But it is urged, that as this fubjeft has been fourteen 
years before Parliament, and nothing has been done in ir, 
Farliament muft be perfuaded, although it has never faid 
fo, that it is impoffible to abolifh this Traffick. No con- 
clufion can be more unjuft. An Honourable Gentleman 
afks, " What has taken place fince that time up to the 
prefent moment ?"— Do we want to know what has taken 
place in that period ? Have we ever had a period fo event- 
ful in our hiftory, or in the hiftory of Europe, as that 
of the laft fourteen years ? — Did not our conteft with 
France take up the whole or vet^ tie-aiVj ^i\'^ >kV^*^ '^'^ 
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that period ? — ^Do we not know to what a degree the 
-attention of the late Right Honourable Gentleman (Mr. 
Pitt), whofe fpeeches upon this Trade, will do honour 
to his memory whenever his name is mentioned^ was en- 
gaged for the whole of tha't period ; a circumftance which 
muft plead his excufe, if at one part of that time, he 
appeared lefs earned upon this fubje^t than another ? But 
we ought to remember that this Houfe has not been alto- 
gether negligent of its pledge. A Bill paifed this Houfe 
for the total Abolition two years ago, and was fent to the 
Lords; but at too late a period of the feflioh to admit of 
its being. maturely confidered by them. 

The Honourable Gentleman who fpoke lately, a(ks, 
** Whether or not this Trade had been fan£lioned by Aft 
** of Parliament ?" Is it really poflible that any Gentle- 
man can, with the common ifleas of a legiflator, aik that 
queftion in this Houfe, with a view of offering it as an 
impediment to the Abolition of the Slave Trade ? Are we, 
after fuch a full and ample difcuffion as this fubjeft has 
undergone; after we have folemnly declared, " that the 
" Slave Trade is contrary to juftice and humanity,'* to be 
gravely told that we cannot aboliih it, becaufe it was 
fanflioned in the time of Elizabeth, and has been can- 
tinued to the difgrace of this country, the infinite difgrace 
of this country, up to the prefent day ? Is the length of 
time which this trafiick has been allowed to fubfift^ ca^ 
pable of being ufed for any thing but our own reproach ? 

An Honourable Gentleman, who fpoke fome time ago, 
I mean the Member for Liverpool, dwelt largely on the 
trade of that town, and he feemed to think not only that 
the town of Liverpool, but the country at large, would 
be materially injured, if this Trade ihould be aboliflied; 
and that he was giving us a good reafon why the Slave 
Trade fhotild not be done away, becaufe, forfooth, a very 
important town in His Majefty's dominions was derivii^ 
great emolument from this traffick. With refpeft to the 
town of Liverpool, however it may derive benefit from 
. the Slave Trade ; I fpeak it without fear of contradiAioUy 
for I have friends in that town on whofe information I 
can rely ; I believe that the Slave Trade is a very infigni- 
£c2int pzn of its commerce. They are moft refpeAable 
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tterchaiits m point of opulence and extent of dealing, 
from whom I derive my authority in this particular, and 
they have no connexion w^hatever with the Slave Trade, 
-but do as much reprobate that Trade, as any other per- 
fons in His Majefty's dominions. The more refpeftable 
merchants of Liverpool deteft the *Slave Trade as much as 
the nation at large deteft it. Sir, I have long thought, 
that whether this Trade be abolifhed by law or not, it 
cannot long exift ; for a great many parts of this country 
are adually tired of the load of guilt which attends it. It 
is, at prefent, only carried on in the ports of London, 
Briftol, and Liverpool. The city of Briftol, to its honour 
as well as to its intereft, has almoft wafhed its hands of 
it. The city of London is dping the fame thing, for 
there are but few employed in it now, in that port. That 
in Liverpool it would continue longer if not aboliflied by 
law, I have no doubt j for there the maxim of defendit 
numerus applies. But I am confident that if it proceeds 
with fuch rapid ftrides to decline, as it has done of late, 
■no man engaged in the Slave Trade will be able foon to 
(hew his face. No dealer in human blood, even in the 
town of Liverpool, will be long able to encounter the exe- 
cration of all mankind by continuing it. And while the 
friends of the Trade talk of danger in the difcuffion, by 
which they mean only danger to the continuance of the 
Trade, for that danger certainly muft attend the difcuffion 
of.it ; the friends of the Abolition take pleafure in feeing 
the moral effcft of that difcuffion. For it is impoffiblc, 
after fo much debate in this Houfe ; after fhewing this 
tmffick in its true colours-, it is impoffible, I fay, that men 
•will long confent to be the aftive inllruments in fuch an 
execrated praftice. Th«s Weft India planters may fay 
they want fupplies for their eftates, and fome perfons, 
. connefbed with the commerce of the country, may, now 
and then, exprefs a wifh that fuch a Trade fhould be con- 
tinued; but I fliould like to hear any Member of this Houfe 
fay that he fhould wifh to fee any friend of his, or a fon 
• of his, embark in this abominable traffick, whatever might 
.be his profpe£^ of gain. If there be any fuch perfon in 
this Houfe, I can only fay his mind is differently confti- 
tuted from mine. 
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fome exprei&on8 made ufe of, in the latter part of this 
debate. But firft, a word or twoy on what fell from the 
Honourable Member for Liverpool, and was touched 
upon, by a Noble Lord (Castlereagh). They fpoke of 
my ardent zeal in this caufe, as if I had taken a more 
zQive part in it on the prefcnt than any former occafion ; 
Now, u[pon that point, I mufl: fay, that if there be any 
fubjed which has been canvaifed during the time I have 
fat in Parliament, on which I can iefs accufe myfelf of 
negligence or remiffnefs, than another, it is the fubjeA 
which is now before us. 

One word on what fell from a Right Honourable Gen- 
tleman (Mr. Canning) oppofite to me, which I confider 
as neither very honourable to himfelf, nor to the caufe he 
profefles to fupport^ for he faid that the caufe of his 
rifing was the mere circumftance , of one Honourable 
Member (Sir John Newport) having uttered a fingle 
fentence on this fide of the Houfe, which might create a 
fufpicion, that this meafure was oppofed on fome other 
ground than that of individual feeling. Whether the 
ipeech of the Right Honourable Gentleman was calcu- 
lated to do away this fufpicion, I (hall leave to the Houfe 
to confider. 

Now, Sir, with re^rd to the merits of this fubjefl^ 
and of the condu£t of thofe who bring it forward ; I cer- 
tainly do not deny that we have many defe<Sts, much lefii 
do I fet up my own conduft or the condu£): of thofe with 
whom I am conne£ted, as an example to others; but 
this is certainly true, that in the courfe of eighteen years of 
what may be called oppofition, in which I fat oil the 
other fide of the Houfe, it never did occur to any of us^ 
in all that time, and fome part of it was a time of pretty 
violent heat, and what may be termed party fpirit, al-^ 
though there did appear fome fufpicious circumftances 
concerning the fincerity of certain perfons in this Houfe^ 
in fome of their profeffions ;— yet, I fay, it never did occur 
to myfelf, or to any other Gentleman fitting on my fide 
of the Houfe, to take an opportunity, when difcuiling the 
Slave Trade, to enter into any general hoftility agaiuft 
Minifters. Whether we deemed their condu^i prudent 
or otherwife, the difcuffipn of the Slave Trade, in which 
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■^ueftion I had the good fortune to concur with the lead* 
ing Member of that adminiftration (Mr. Pitt], was not 
the feafon in which we took occafion to cenfure their 
proceedings. 

As to the time in which this fubjefl: is brought forward, 
my Honourable Friend (Mr. Wilberforce) was of opi- * 
nion that we were too far a»-vanced in the feffion, to bring 
a Bill before the Houfe; and indeed that has been the 
principal objeQion urged to-night againft the propofed 
Kefolution, by its opponents. 

The Right flonourable Gentleman feemed to charge us 
with idlenefs in delaying this fubjedl: fo long. To a 
certain degree, I am afraid, I muil plead guilty to that 
accufation. Certainly the queftion might have been 
brought forward earlier ; but it was confidered by myfelf 
to be material to know fomething of the minds of others ; 
and I do afiure the Right Honourable Gentleman, I fhould 
have been happy to have obtained his advice upon the 
fubjedl. 

As it was confidered by myfelf, and thofe whom I 
wifhed moft eameftly to confult, that it was too late for 
a Bill this feffion 5 I hope I may ftand excufed for the 
courfe I have taken on this occafion. When I fay this, I 
ought to add, that thofe with whom I thought myfelf 
bound to confult, found more difficulty than I did, in 
bringing forward a Bill for the immediate Abolition of the 
African Slave Trade. 

The Right Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Canning) 
aiksy fince my friends near me and myfelf are ready to 
go through with this bufinefs, why not do fo, inftead of 
cringing fo imperfcft a meafure as a mere Refolutioa 
before the Houfe. Now, Sir, if he thinks, as he feenis 
to infinuate, that all his Majefty's Miiiifters are ready to 
ailent to any thing that profefles to have for its objeft the 
Abolition of the Slave Trade, without examining and 
digefting its provifions, he certainly has had extremely bad 
information. But I wifh that one part of the Right 
Honourable Gentleman's aflertions may turn out to be 
true. He fays that this Refolution brings before 'us a 
queftion of abfolute unanimity. I hope it does, although 
he diilikes it on that account. The Rtfe\u\\^xv vq\\\vl\\v;v' 
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are now difcufling, w:is certainly drawn up witli that view, . 
and to lead to the Abolition oi tlie African Slave Tradie^ 
in which the Right Honourable Gentleman afTures us, 
he entirely concurs ; and in which he would have my 
approbation if the meafure were his own ; and in whicfl 
I have always had the good fortune to agree with the late 
Right Honourable Gentlemap, to whofe memory fo many 
alJufions have been made in the courfe of^this debate. In 
this* we concurred from a common fenfe and feeling of 
juftice. la this we were always of one opinion ; but it 
may be true, that our difunion on other fnbjefts may have 
been as well founded, as our compleat unanimity in this. 
But this INIotion of mine has been blamed by feveral 
Members, and among them the Right Honourable Gende* 
man, on account of its generality. ** What I Do only 
" what you did in 1792, and which failed ! "What is the 
*^ utility of that ? " Now, fuppofe I had brought in a 
Bill for the Abolition of this Trade, would they not 
anfvver me as they do now, and fay, " Why two years ago 
you did the fame thing as this, and your endeavour failed, 
where is the utility of repeating it ? I have no objedion 
indeed to the thing itfelf, yet I difapprove of your bringiog 
it forward now." The principle on which I have brought 
forward this Refolution is to comprehend nothing in the 
nature of a pledge from this Houfe, except that the 
African Slave Trade, being contrary to the principles rf 
juftice, humanity, and found policy, ought to be aboliflied; 
and that this Houfe will, with all pradicable expedition, 
take fuch meafures as may be deemed advifeable for its 
Abolition. Now, this being fo very general, you gain 
nothing by it, fay they 5 You are juft were you were. 
I fay, No. By giving a pledge that you will confider the 
fubjeft of the Abolition, you are not where you were; fbt 
any man who aifents to this Refolution, depofits a pledge 
binding upon his charafter, that he will hereafter enter 
upon the inveftigation of this fubjeft, and confider the 
means for efFedling the Abolition of the African Slave 
Trade 4 Whether the propofition for that purpofe fliall 
come from me or any other perfon, the Houfe by this 
Refolution, pledges itfelf to attend to it : and whether the 
ineafure which Ihall be firft propofed be fuccefsful or 
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Dtherwife, yet the pledge of the Houfe can never be 
redeemed until, ty fome meafure or otlier, the thing {hail 
have been done. It will be a pledge hanging over the 
head of every Member who (hall have voted for it this 
day, until he has redeemed it, and that will not be done 
until the Abolition is accompliflied. 

But, it is faid, ** it is a hard thing to be called upon to 
*' vote for the Abolition of the Trade without knowing in . 
^* what mode it is intended to be done." Not at all ; for 
it is for you to propofe your own mode, if you do not like 
Qurs. But, ** this can be of no ufe to you, it is nothing 
but a meafure which comes annuallv before this Houfe, 
with as little decifion of the real matter as all the previous 
difcuilions have produced." I aiifwer, I am content to 
^ke this for the prefent, juft as I would be content, in 
the firft inftance, with the grant of a fupply for the fer- 
vice of the year. In that cafe I would fay. Give me your 
pledge that the money fhall be granted, and I will, after- 
wards, propofe to you, the means of raifing it •, and if the 
means which I Ihall propofe for that purpofe, be inade-* 

?uate, or ineligible, you may fugged others. Why then, 
fay, determine, not iow the Abolition (hall be accom^ 
plifhed, which are the ways and means ; but grant me 
the fupply, which is your determination that the thing 
fliall be done. You {hall {hew the prefont fincerity of 
your determination, by the hon^fty of your aftions here^ 
after: and I am only afking of you, to declare that you 
will proceed to abolilh the Slave Trade at fuch a period, 
and in fuch a manner, as to yourfelves, hereafter, {hall ap- 
pear advifeable. And when we come to debate that 
queftion, I cannot help faying, that however my friends 
may feel upon it, I am mofl fauguine in my hopes that 
we {hall not fail of fuccefs. 

But there is another obfervation made by fome of thofe 
who wi{h for the continuance of this traffick, viz, 
** That this Houfe has fliewn its difapprobation of the 
** Abolition of the Slave Trade.*' But that is not true : it 
is a libel on this Houfe. This Houfe has not come to 
any vote at any time fince the firft difcuflion of this fub-. 
jeft, which can even be tortured into a difapprobation of 
the Abolition of the African Slave Ti?xdQ;% \^o\ V-a^ \v 
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come to any vote tending to the difapprobation of the 
mcafure propofed by my Honourable Friend for the Abo- 
lition of that trafEck. The utmoft that can be faid upon 
that part of the matter is, that the Houfe had come to a 
vote to put it off: and you will alfo fear^h in vai^i, if by 
fcarching you expeft to find, on ^e Journals of tlie 
Houfe of Lords, for any difapprobation of the Abolition 
of the African Slave Trade. I believe you will find on 
;their Journals, nothing but Cmply, ** That the fubjefl 
" was brought before them at a period when it was tOQ 
** late for them to determine upon it in the courfe of that 
** feffion of Parliament." 

But it is faid, that the prefent refplution is liable to the 
fame objection, that it will meet with the fame fate as 
the other did, and for the fame reafon, for that the Lords 
will not now agree to it. I certainly do not know 
whether they will agree to it or not, but if they do not, 
there will be nothing to prevent us from purfuing the re- 
folution hereafter, and dping every thing that depends on 
us towards the attainment of our objeft. If they do 
agree to the refolution, as I hope they will, then we (hall 
have gained a great point. We (hall know that although 
the Abolition of this trafficjc cannot be adopted this year, 
yet that in the courfe of the next feffion of Parliament, 
their Lordfhips will take the fubjefb into ^onfideration^ 
for the purpofe of determining on the meafure of the 
Abolition. Whatever mode of effefting it fhall eventually 
be adopted, this refolution may be confidered as a pre^ 
face to the Abolition of the African Slave Tirade, by 
which I do think that much will have been gained, no 
fuch meafure having yet been taken by the other Houfe, 
notwithftanding the repeated pledges of this. Sir, if the 
Houfe of Lords fliould agree tQ this refolution, I (hall 
think it a great bleffmg, though I fhall not defpair if they 
do not. We fhould therefore endeavour to gain their 
Lordfhip's judgment, and unite it to our own. Now, I 
fay, comparing the mode which I now propofe, with that 
of any other I have heard of j I think mine is the befl 
that could be offered in the prefent flate of things. I 
fhould, very readily, have brought in a bill for the Abo- 
lition of the Trade; but th? difference would have been 
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tills. If the Houfe were to grant me leave to bring In a bill 
to night, we could not expe£l: that any expedition we could 
ufe in the progrefs of it, would enable us to take it up to the 
Houfe of LordS| in lefs than ten days, and this would 
afford thofe amone: their LordQiips who moft earneftly 
wifli for the continuance of the Slaye Trade ; and there 
are many fuch who will very ftrenuoufly maintain their 
opinion ; an oppqrtv^nity for faying, and even good ground, 
to fay ** There is no time for paffing this important mea- 
** fure in thisi feffipn of P?.rliame^t j and thefe are not 
** times to agree to public meafures of this magnitude, 
** without great deliberation." 1 am fure, if any among 
their Lordmips fliould put it on this ground, it muft be 
aflented to, that there is no time for the proper difcuffion 
of this meafure, in the pref^nt feflion. And then another 
impreilion might be made by the friends of the Slave 
Trade, injurious to the caufe of Abolition. They would 
fay, that the rfoufe of Commons had, inconfiderately and 
ralhly, pall a Bill which the Houfe of Lords thought too v 
dangerous to our trade and commerce, to agree to. This 
would be 'circulated with great induftry all over this 
country, and in the Weft Indies. But by the courfe 
which is now propofed to you, all that inconvenience 
will be avoided \ and I do not think that we have reafon 
to apprehend a difference of opinion between this Houfe 
and that of the Houfe of Lords, on the meafur^ now 
before us ; whatever difference might arife in the cafe of 
a bill- In every point of view, therefore, I conceive, that 
the courfe I have adopted on the prefent occafion, is the 
beft that could he taken, or I would not have taken it. 
I muft, however, declare, that I fhould, moft certainly, 
have fupported a Bill for the total Abolition of the African 
Slave Trade, if it had been brought in by. the Honourable 
(Gentleman (Mr. Wilberforce j oppofite to me. 

I (hall not take this opportunity, becaufe, if I live, I am 
affured I (hall have many others, of delivering my fenti- 
ments, and in which I may poffibly differ from fome of 
my friends, as to the duration to be allowed to the Slav^ 
Trade; for I do think that the Slave Trade is fuch a 
malum in fe^ that we. ought as much to abftain from it 
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as we fhould abftain from murder. I think it an enor- 
mous crime to carry it on for any reafon, or under any 
circumftances % and that we ought, for that reafon alone^ 
if there were no other, to drop it at once. Some of my 
friends however, and I coUeft from the fpeech of my 
Right Honourable Friend (Mr, Windham) who fpoko 
juft now, that he is among the number, think otherwife, 
and in deference to their authority, I (hall abftain, for the 
prefent, from faying many things which now occur to me^ 
I agree with my Right Honourable Friend who has juft 
preceded me, in lamenting that Slavery itfelf is a thing 
for which we have no immediate remedy. It feems to be 
doubted by fome whether we have power to legiflate here, 
for the Weft Indies. I own I have no difficulty on that 
fubjefl: ; neither do I think the Houfe will have any diffi- 
culty on it when it fhall come to be difcuifed. But on 
one part of it no body can have any doubt : I mean, as to 
making the murder of any human being in the Kill's 
dominions, punifhable wjth death. It is impious to dif- 
pute the principle. It is nK)ft abominable, It; is infuffer* 
able. It is a contempt of juftice; a defiance of the 
Almighty; an outrageous attempt to ftifle the voice of 
Nature. I will comment no more upon it. It needs no 
comment. 

Now, as to the Slavery endured by the negroes in the 
Weft Indies ; I would take leave to a(k, by way of reply 
to fomething that fell from my Right Honourable Friend, 
whether that and the evils of the African Slave Trade, 
are not feparate and diftindi tilings ? But I will go 
further and fay, that even Slavery itfelf, odious as it is, 
is yet not nearly fo bad a thing as the African Slave 
Trade. Slavery itfelf is an evil, and a great one, but it 
is an evil which has exifted in different parts of this 
world, at different times of its hiftory, and, perhaps, 
there never was a period in which it did not exift fome 
where, nor a country wherein it did not exift at fome time. 
But there never was a time in which any other evil 
e^cifted that was comparable to that of the African Slave 
Trade. There never was, among human beings, before 
the inftitution of the African Slave Trade, any thing like 
the cruelty of feizing multitudes by force, by rapine ; 
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■^fupportmg that feizure by murder; pofleffing them by 
fraud; by falfe accufatioa; fupporting fuch accufation 
by the mockery of juftice ; and all this for the purpofe 
of carrying on this deteftable Ttaffick j for the purpofe of 
thranfporting them to a foreign country to Slavery for life. 
. I fay, there is nothing which refembles thefe cruelties in 
all the ancient hiftory of thisiVorld. As to what has been 
faid about Slavery having exiiled in all ages, I have ad*^ 
mitted it. But where do you find the account of any of 
the cruelties I have juft ilated? and I have by no means 
itated them alL I am confident you will find nothing 
like them, or any of them, in the whole hiftory of Afia* 
It would be in vain to look for them in Europe, nor 
indeed in any other place. Even Slavery itfelf may be 
faid to have had no exiftence after the eftabliOiment of 
the Chriftian religion, wherever that religion has been 
known, and the bleflings of it felt : a religion which haSy 
for its glory, done more to deftroy Slavery, by doing 
away the evils which lead to it, than any other event in 
the whole hiftory of this world. Am I to be told after 
this. Do not attempt to abolifli the Slave Trade, becaufe 
Slavery has exifted in the world at all times; when I 
have proved that nothing before it at any time, exifted 
like the Slave Trade; and fhalll be told this too at a time 
when the general condition of the world is fo much 
improved ? Why all this mifery fhould be continued in 
compliment to a few perfons connected with the Weft 
Indies, I cannot conceive. 

But here, it is neceffary for me to obferve, that fomc 
Gentlemen have unaccountably mifconceived my mean- 
ing on the fubjeft of flavery in the Weft Indies. Some have 
conceived an opinion, that I had faid fomething in favour 
of the emancipation of the flaves there. I certainly faid 
nothing for that emancipation, neither did I fay any thing 
againft it ; but now, I will add a word to that part of the 
fubjed;. I fay you are fo wrong in your calculation as to 
the effect of ttopping the importation from the coaft of 
Africa, that with good trei^tment, that is, with attention 
to the comfort and the morals of your negroes, they will 
niultiply, fo that you will have more of them than you 
will actually want. *^ W^at is to become of tliofe for 
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whom we have no employment ? ^* you will afic me. t 
anfwer, I hope I am not wrong in my judgment, although 

. many others are lefs fanguine in their hopes dian I am, 
upon the good efFefts of the Abolition 5 but I do fay, that 
that will happen which yoU fay is impoffible; I mean thai 
the gradual effeft of their moral improvement will be 
fuch, that when they have become too numerous for your 
employment, you may fafely fend them to another place 
already emancipated. But this is a fubjeik which it is nbt 
neceflary to difcufs at tlie prefent period; and poffibly 
may never become neceflary to be difcufled in this Houfe; 
nor for any Houfe of a Britifh Parliapient. I muft here 
be allowed to fay, however, that the confideration of the 
fupply of flaves to the . Weft Indies from the cbaft of 
Africa, and the emancipation of flaves in the Weft Indies, 
are two as diftinft points as any two unconnefted propo- 
fitions that ever wefe flated, at two diftinft times, in uiis 
Houfe ; and how they came to be confounded by pcrfons 
of intelligence, it is not fo eafy to guefs, as it is to be 
aftoniflied at it. 

But we are told, your legiflatioh here is fruitlefe ; you 
neVer can abolifh this traflick, without the leave of the 
Planters. I am petfeftly convinced we can, and I (hould 

'be forry indeed if we could not; (but I have no time to 
argue that nowj ; for then our labours would be, what you 
fay they are, perfef^ly fruitlefs. If We cannot accomplifh 
the Abolition of the African Slave Trade, without the 
confent of the Planters ; you have ample proof that you 
Will never be able t6 do it at all. 

But with regard to the emancipation, I perfeftly agrie 
in what ha$ been faid, that the idea of an A€t of Parlia- 
ment to emancipate the Slaves in the Weft Indies, with- 
out the confent and concurrent feeling of all parties con- 
cerned, both in this country and in that, would not' only 
be mifchievous in its confttjuences, b\it totally extrava- 
gant lA its conception, as well as impra£l:icaDl^ in its 
execution ; and therefore I fee no good in difcuffing that 
point. The Abolition of the* African Slav6 Trade is what 
I hope will be foon laccomplifhed, but the emancipation 

.of Slaves, of the fend of Slavery in the Weft Indies, 
is what i cannot hope to fee. But, if I were fure it 
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WbttM never have that eSeSt, I (hould- not be the left 
|»alous in the caufe in which' I am engaged, becaufe the 
Abolition of the African Slave Trade, would be the ac-^ 
complifliment of a great and good work, even if it fhould 

Sver be followed b^ the AboTitioiii of Slaver/ in the Weft 
dies. I fiipuld think that the Britiih Parliament would, 
in that cafe, have a£ied its part by delivering tho»Briti(h 
nadon from the guilt and fbame of this hateful traffick* 
Biit an Honourable Gentleman (Mr, Manning) has faid^ 
that ^^ the African Slave Trade reproaches not us, it is a 
'^ Trade carried on under Britifh law, and that it is, to all 
** intents a Britiih Trade." It certainly is fo ; and there- 
fore it is a Trade within the jurifdiftion, and controul of 
the firitifli Parliament. When the Honourable Gentle- 
man fays, ** you have encouraged this Trade ;" I do not 
deny the faft 5 I am bound to admit it. But then by fo 
much more do I fay, it is your duty to atone for it, and 
to put an end to the mifchief, which you have thereby 
occafioned. And if any body fufFers by the adoption of 
that courfe of jufticc, and the injury is fatisfadtorily made 
out; let a compenfation be made to the party who fuf- 
tains it. And here I would obferve, that I would not 
confider fo much the magnitude of the compenfatipn, as 
the juftice of it. But why, in the firft inftance, we are 
to begin with compenfation, before the Abolition is agreed 
to, I cannot undcriland. I agree with him whofe name 
has been fo frequently introduced into this debate, tliat 
the Parliament of this country ihould do n^ adi which 
fhall occafion any injury to an individual ; that none of 
the fubjedls of the King fhould have any reafon to com« 
plain of the injuftice of Parliament. Let all claims on 
the juftice of this Houfe, in confequence of any of its 
ai^s, be examined, and, upon due proof of the juftice of 
fuch claim, let compenfation be made ; but do not let us 
admit that an injury will, undoubtedly, be fuftained and 
a compenfation be neceflary, but tnat it Will not be 
granted by Parliament. That would be a recognition, 
before the faft, of the injuftice of Parliament, and an 
afperfion of its chara£ler without any foundation for it in 
pra&ice. I own that, as far as my opinion goes, I do 
not fee the probability of compenfation being juftlv 
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claimed, to any large amount. Hypothetical cifts' miytSl 
put, of fome claims which (hould not be Tefifted ; butl 
think they are likely to be of comparatively fmall amotmtk^ 
However, that is matter for the future confideration el 
this Houfe. *rhe only propofition before us, at prefeMj 
is, that the Slave Trade ought to be abolifhed, and I&f 
that it ought to be abolilhed in as fhort a time as pofBble: 
I do not, by that, mean to convey an idea, that it muff 
be aboliftied in as fhort a time as it is, literally fpeaking'^ 
poflibic ; but, that means fhould be taken for abolifliin^ 
ft, in as fhort a time as may be confident with the cir- 
cumflances of the cafe, I rejoice at what I have heard 
to-night, by which we find that, almofl wthout exccp<^ 
tion, the African Slave Trade has been held up in this 
Houfe to the execration of mankind. Even the Honouri 
able Members who think it cannot be abolifhed, have, in 
their fpeeches, admitted the character of it to be de- 
teflable. This mufl give pleafure to the Houfe, as it has 
done to me. It goes to the convi£lion of men's under- 
flandings, while it gratifies their feelings. We (faoiild 
retain in our memory, the execration of this Trade, and 
mix an expreflion to that efFeft with the execution of our 
duty in the Abolition of this abominable TrafKck. 

As to the giving of notice now, of bringing this fubjefl 
forward next SefGon, which feems to have been the wifh 
of a few Getitlemen, I own I think that the befl notice 
we can give of our intention to proceed next Seflion to 
abolifh this Trade, is that of agreeing to this Refolution. 
And I would add, that thofe who think otherwife have, 
in truth, no reafon to complain ; for whatever inconve^ 
iiience, (if there be any) might attend a Refolution of 
this kind, would likewife attend a notice ; and, in every 
other refpecl, a Refolution is much fuperior to a Notice. 
But it is neceflary for me to go fomewhat further than I 
have yet done, upon this fubjed. 

It lias been flated that the African Slave Trade will 
probably increafe, in confequence of this Refolution, 
between the time of pafSng it and the period at which 
the Abolition may take place, unlefs fom« meafure be 
taken immediately, to prevent it 5 and I own I have that 
apprthenfion myfelf ; for which reafon, it is certainly my 

intention 
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iiTtention to move for leave to bring in ^a Bill ; it will be a 
iFery fhort one; for preventing any Ships, <X€cpt thofe 
previoufly employed in this Trade, from being engaged 
m it in future; or any engagement or contract ^om being 
entered into for the building of Ship^ for that purpofe. I 
'jreally think that no man can reafonably obje<St to tljis. 
iThoie even yvho are the raoft partial to tlie Trade, muft 
admit the propriety of this meafure. Thpy muft allow 
)that this Refolution, intended as it is to be a prelude to 
jhe Abolition of the African Slave Trade, ought not to 
have the effeft of increafing it. Nor can it injure thofo 
.who arc engaged iq the Trade now. I therefore fliall 
certainly move for leave to bring in a Bill to prevent any 
fliips being engaged in this Traffick, except fuch as are 
already in it. 

. Now, Sir, with regard to what I mean to do her^sfter^ 
I need fay but little. I have ftated to the Houfe, in tl^e 
phineft way I could, that it is my intention, as early as 
poffiblei that is, within. a very fliort time of the meeting 
^f Parliament, to move for leave to bring in a Bill for the 
.Abolition of the African Slave Trade ; and alfo to proceed 
to the adoption of any other means which may be deeme4 
jiecefiary for the attainment of that objeft. I ftate thi^ 
iiow,- that. there may be no foundation for any comjplaint 
iof the want of ncftice. 

. As to the fubjeft of negociation with Foreign Powerk 

Jot the Abolition of the African Slave Trade, France for 

Jnftance, and other powers ; for tliere are other powers 

^engaged in the Slave Trade, and efpecially the United 

States of America, whofe concurrence it would be ex- 

Jtremelj defirable we fhould obtain to tlie Abolition of thfs 

^rade, aa well indeed as that of any other power that 

.may be engaged in it. And from what I have obferved 

.of me States of America, there feems to be no unwilling^ 

nefs to enter into fuch an agreement: they have indeed 

■already proceeded on the Abolition: it is already abpliftied 

in every province in tlie United States, except Carolina, 

and even there it rnuft ceafe in no long tiii^e, 98 the Con-^ 

grefs will be able and have ihewn every difpofition to 

.abolifh it on the firft of January, 1808. There are others 

whom w^, may negociate with for the Abolition, fuch as 

La Spain 
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Spain and Portugal. X do not knowj perhaps I may bt 
too fanguine, in mj hopes ; but I incline to think we fhaU, 
not have much difficulty in prevailing on thefe powers tfi| 
join us in this objedi* But then, it is faid.the great 
power is in the hands of the Emperor of France, and he 
" will not confcnt to this Abolition, Sir, I certainly hav* 
no influence whatever with him. If I had, I fhould have 
difluaded him from doing many things which he has 
done, and which, in my opinion, would have been mucH 
better, even for himfelf, if he had not>,done, more con- 
ducive to his own fame too, and to the fatisfaftion of his 
country as well as that of Europe in general. But that 
matter muft be governed by his opinion, not mine, while 
he continues to poflefs fuch power. But the Noble Lord 
(lates, that the government of France is, at prefent, very 
adverfe to the Abolition of the African Slave Trade, Tha; 
is, certainly, very much my opinion, but does it thence 
iFollow, that France will follow it after Great Britain {hall 
have given tt up ? — While Great Britain continues tlic 
Trade, I believe France will continue it, but whether 
France will continue it after Great Britain (hall have 
abolifhed it, is a very different queftion. I do not fiiy 
there are very fanguine hopes of the conjundion of France 
in the Abolition of the African Slave Trade; but until 
the A)polition can be accomplifhed, all th^ means which 
are in our power fhould be tried, and I know of none 
better adapted for its obje& than that ^e fhould propofe 
to join with that power in the Abolition. I am not very, 
fanguine in the refult of it, but ftill I hope \t will d^ 
ibme good. 

Now, I have gone through, I believe, every part of the 
fubjefl: that was neceflary for me to touch upon to-night» 
except that which relates to St. Domingo. I certainly 
was a friend to the Abolition of the African Slave Trade 
before the difturbances took place in St. Domingo; but 
fo far am I from confidering the flate of that Ifland as ^ . 
reafon againft the Abolition of the African Slave Trade, 
that I regard it as a very ftrong reafon for adopting that 
meafure, as the beft means to avoid fimilar mifchiefs in 
pur own Iflands. And I believe that from an attentive 
perufal of the befl hiflorics of the Weft Indies^ we fhall 

find, 
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find) that St. Domingo was a place where the recent im«- 
portation of negroes from the Coaft of Africa was very 
great \ and is it not probable, to fay the leaft of it, that 
much of die continuance of the mifery of that ill-fated 
Ifland has been owing to the immenfe influx of new 
flaves from the Coaft cd Africa ? 

On thefe grounds I hope I fhall be excufed for taking 
up fo much of your time, and I fliall only add, that I hope 
we fliall, very early in the next fefEon, adopt fome mode 
for the final Abolition of the African Slave Trade ; the 
mode of ipy Honourable Friend (Mr. Wilber force) I 
(hould truft J if not, fome other that may anfwer the 
general purpofe. 

The queftion was then put, and ftrangers withdrew. 
The Refolution was carried. 

Ayes - - - ^ 114 
Noes • ^ - . ij; 

■ •' 

Majority 99 

\ "^ 

Mr. WiLBERFORCE, after the divifion, hi a neat, fliort, 
but eloquent fpeech, proceeded to move an Addrefs to 
His Majefty, praying he might be gracioufly pleafed to 
dired a Negociation to be entered into, by which Foreign 
Powers {hould be invited to co-operate with His Majefty, 
in meafures to be adopted for the Abolition of the Airican 
Slave Trade. 

This Addrefs was carried without a divifion. 

It was likewife moved and carried, that thefe Refo- 
lutions (hould be communicated to the Lords, and that 
their concurrence in them (hould be defired 
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HOUSE OF LORDS, 
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24th June, 1806. 

THE Earl of Westmoreland propofed, that rounfel 
And. evidence fliould be heard at the Bar, upon the fubjetl 
of the Slave Trade, and againft the Refolution brought up 
from the Houfe of Commons preparatory to the Abolition* 

Lord Grenville. — I wifh to ftate that I do not thinfe 
that this is a fubjeft which will require the attendance of 
any witnefles 5 ilill lefsj if poffible, the aid of legal elo- 
quence; for I do not apprehend that any thing which 
counfei can ftate, will induce me, at leaft, to think that 
evidence (hould be heard on this fubjeft. 

The Earl of Westmoreland. — I wifli to know whether 
a meafure fuch as this — of fuch importance as this— evef 
pafled this Houfe without hearing evidence ? I will leave 
the matter here; the Noble Lord will ufe his power as ha 
pleafes. 

Lord Grenville. — I pofiefs no power over your Lord* 
(hips judgment* I can only fubmit to it what occurs to 
me. The Noble Lord prefented a petition fome time ago, 
on this fubjeft, and this day he knows was appointed for 
the difcufTion of it. When the Noble Lord prefented 
his petition, I did not endeavour to liinder the difcuilion ^ 
indeed nothing could hinder the difcuflion if the Noble 
Lord wifhed to have it debated, whether counfei and 
evidence fhould be heard at your Bar. And if the peti- 
tioners thought they had any real ground for their (late- 
ment^ they would have found fome individual in this 
Houfe, I dare fay, to make this application for them 
fooner. I, for one, proteft againft this mode of entering 
into an extraneous debate previous to the difcufEon of the 
cnrder of the day, evidently for the purpofe of confuming 
time. The Noble Earl can rngve^ if he pleafes, that 
• - evidence 
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evidence be heard, previous to ybiir Entering on the 
bufinefs of the day, and then, if there be any obje^oii 
to that courfe» the objedlion may be dated. 

The Earl of Wkstmokizland. — I am charged with 
introducing this difcuflion for the purpofe of procrafti* 
nation, and to take the Houfe by furprize~which are not 
my objeGs 5 , but J would put it to the Noble Lord 
whether he would chufe.to proceed on fuch a fubje£^ 
as this, without hearing evidence ? 

Lord Grenville. — My Lords, I move that tlie Order 
of the Day be now read. 

. The Order of the Day for taking into coniideration 
the, Refolution of the Houfe of Commons, " That thia 
•* Houfe confidering the African Slave Irade to be con-n 
f* trary to the principles of juftice, humanity, and found 
*' policy, will, with all pra<fiicable expedition, take efFec- 
** tual meafures for the Abolition of the faid Trade, in 
f* fuch manner and at fuch period as may be deemed 
** advifeable," — being read, -: 

. Lord Grenville rofe, and fpoke to the following 
efre£l.r--My Lords, the great unwillingnefs I have felt 
to difcufs the topic you have juft difpofed of, will, I 
am fuve, appear, by the earnelt defire I now (hew to 
addrefs you on another. My Lords, it is a queftion well 
calculated to engage the fined fentiments, and excite the 
Warmeft feelings of the human heart ; but it is, , at the 
fame time, a queftion which (hould not be decided by 
the effufions of a blind, though generous pailion, but by 
cool judgment, involving, as it does, a large portion 
of the interefts of the Britifh empire, of which it is your 
Lordfhips dftty, as an Houfe of Parliament, to take care ; 
and involving more efpecially the charadter, the interefts, 
and the fafety of your Colonies. 

My Lords, the Refolution, which I am about to propofe 
to your Lordfhips to concur in, was brought to us from 
another Houfe of Parliament, and is a conclufion drawn 
iFrom certain premifes. The points therefore which com-r 
nion fenfe and reafon direft us to examine and difcufsj^ 
are, firft : Whether the premifes.be true F'.And, if that be 

decided 
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i^ided in tEe affirmativc^^adly, Whether the concluficA 
l>ejuft? 

The Houfe 6f Commons has COnfidered this iiiatter with 
very long and laborious attention. For twenty years i# 
lias been the fubjeft of examination, inquiry, and di£c\xC^ 
fion in that Houfe; where it has been fifted to the 
bottom J and therefore, there is no longer any pretence 
for faying that any part of the ftibjeft is unknowti to any 
one; or that there is any intereft, or any affertion of 
intereft, in any one connefted with it, which had not 
been repeatedly brought forward in public. The Houfe 
of Commons has thought proper, once more, to advert t6 
what they have on former occafions done, and what they 
'conceive to be their duty on this fubjeft ; and they have 
ftated on what ground, my Lords, they now prefent thd 
fame Refolution which they formerly prefented to your 
Lordfhips. And, if I recommend this Refolution to you 
now, I defire to be underilood to do fo, not becaufe 
there is no time for inquiry, but becaufe there is no need 
for inquiry; — not becaufe you cannot now devote your 
whole time, attention, and labour, until you fhall have 
irrived at what you conceive to be a juft conclufion upon 
this fubjfeS; but becaufe you are already arrived, or 
rather pafled, the ftage in which that conclufion was 
drawn, not only by you, my Lords, but by all the in* 
telligent and virtuous part or mankind, except thofe few 
perfons who are blinded by their prejudices, and by a 
miftaken fenfe of their own intereft, on account of their 
conneftion with this Traffick. I have therefore no doubt 
your Lordfhips minds are made up to agree to this Refo- 
lution, which ftates, 

"That the African Slave Trade being contrary to 

** the principles of juftice, humanity, and found policy^ 

•* you will, with all pra£kicable expedition, take effefbual 

•^ meafures for abolifhing the faid Trade, at fuch time, 

«* and in fuch manner, as may be deemed advifeable.'* 

My Lords, the firft queftion is this—Is it true or falfe^ 

that the African Slave Trade is contrary to juftice, con^ 

trary to humanity, and contrary to found policy? In 

the firft place, is it contrary to humanity ? Becaufe if 

it h conttiaMo humanity, it mu& bo. qQkisxax'] v^ vo$C\^^« 
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My Lords, Does that man exift $ is there one human being 
on the face of the earth, in his fenfes, who will rife up 
and fay, that the African Slave Trade, lawful or unlaw- 
ful, is not contrary to humanity ? My Lords ; if wc 
^were to define humanity, what ihould we fay it was ? 
What are its attributes ; what is its charafter ? "A 
fympathy of feeling for the diftrefs of others— a defire to 
accomplifh good ends by good means." I^et any man 
examine thefe qualitiea^ and tell you, if he can, how the 
Slave Trade agrees with either of them ; and if he cannot, 
I think we can have no difficulty in faying, that the Slave 
Trade is contrary to humanity. 

My Lords ; what is the purpofe of the African Slave 
Trade ? To feize human beings by force and violence, 
by artifice and fraud, and to carry them away from 
their friends, their families, and their country, for the 
pecuniary profit of thofe whom they never faw, and in- 
to a country they never knew, to toil in Slavery for life. 
That is the very definition of the Trade : — to carry a vaft 
number of human beings, by thoufands and by tens of 
thoufands, from the coaft of Africa, their native land, 
for the purpofe of being purchafed, like fo many head 
of cattle by your Planters, and made Slaves for life, in 
order to cultivate your Colonies in the Weft Indies • 
My Lords, is it any thing like humanity to tear human 
creatures from their native foil and to fell them for Slaves 
for life, in another country? To deprive them by force, 
and fraud, and cruelty, of all thofe things in which it has 
pleafed the Creator to make the happihefs of his creatures 
to CDnfift; — in the maintenance offociety, in the charities 
of dear relations, of hufband and wife, of father, fon, and 
other kindred ? In tlie due difcharge of the relative 
duties of thefe different chara6lers confifts almoft all the 
happinefs of human life. The endearments of fociety 
depend upon them 5 and in depriving human beings of 
fuch endearments, do you not take away from them all 
happinefs whatever? My Lords, next to thefe things 
which I have thus briefly ftated as the great foundation 
of happinefs in fociety, is the happinefs of freedom. 
Civil freedom, confifts, chiefly, in the proteftion which is 
a^rded to perfon and to pTopeity. But.ffi|ttlQxn, in its 
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pure and natural fenfe is one of the greateft gifts"of God 
to man. Both of thefe bleffings, however, are annihilated 
by the Slave Trade. 

My Lords, this in my prefent way of putting it, is a 
mere abftrafl: queilion, and upon that abftraft queftion* 
it is fufficient to fhow that the fyftem of the Slave 
Trade, however carried on, is inconfiftent with huma- 
nity. But, my Lords, Is this all ? Can we flatter our-.' 
felves that the mifchief which it .Jbas created, will not 
be remembered for matoy ages, to ' our reproach ? And,- 
indeed, I am afraid it is much greater than any of us 
conceive; certainly much greater than has been produced 
by any other fyftem of policy, or of trade, that ever was 
adopted by this country, or indeed by any other; for. 
there is nothing comparable to the evil of the African 
Slave Trade to be found in the whole hiftory of this- 
world, ancient or modern. In ancient times, as hiftory 
informs us, there were flaves made of captives taken in 
war. This was the praftice of ancient Greece*, but all 
the neighbouring ftates knew they were fubje£t to the 
fame calamity, and this had the univerfal eflFeo: of leffen- 
ihg the cruelties exercifed over the unhappy viftims, be- 
caufe the conquered were fubje(9:, in their turn, to the 
fame difafter. But we are carrying on a trade in flavery, 
of which I hope in God we fhall never be the objefts ; 
and that no misfortune fliall remind us of the miferies of 
captivity; and yet we ought to remind ourfelves of it. 
But fuch is the difpofition of the mind of man, that he • 
does not really fympathize in thofe miferies in which he 
is not a fufferer himfelf; and hence arifes the facility 
with which men can fpeak of the miferies of the African- 
Slave Trade, almoft without emotion. But we fliould 
feel for fuch miferies, however improbable it i« that we 
ourfelves may become the objects of them. This reieftion • 
fhould lead us to a determination to remove the evil, not: 
by trying to render that tolerable, which is, in its nature, 
abfolutely intolerable ; not to try to render that humane, 
which is inhuman; but to abolifh the tiling itlclfj for 
there is no other remedy for the evil ; and this is not only 
our duty, but we arc really inexcufable for not baring 
performed JHlong ago. The practice is kvucK m<ixc ctw^.V 
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in us £h^ if it was founded on fomething lik« neceflity | 
for which there is no pretence in our cafe. 

My Lords, in what manner are the flaves procured t 
Do not let us deceive ourfelves on this fubjeft. We 
fhould h^ve the fortitude to look at the cruelties of thi% 
^praftice, however th^y may excite our horror. Have we 
forgotten the evidence which has been adduced to fliew 
that, our praiflice of this trafjick tends to keep a large 
portion of the habitable globe in bondage ? We poflef«t 
the moft indifputable teftimony of the cryehy of thist 
Traiickj for a we 1 Irk nown author (Bryan Ei»wards), 
being himfelf a Planter, and a dealer in flaves, and beTides,. 
an advocate for the continuance of the Trafiick, telis ypu,^ 
I know not for what pyrppfe except truth ; and he ipeak^: 
not from hearfay, but from aftual knowledge; that by 
far the larger part of them are put into th^^t fituation bjf 
the crimes of thofe who take them. 

My Lords, if it were true, that Chriftianity had not 
civilized the world, ^nd that thefe praftifes, which. we. 
now fliudder to hear of; fuch as felling captives made 
in war, did ftill continue to be avowed by ftates, and dkl 
furnifli to the ft ate, extenfjve means of fupply, and that 
the African Slave Trade was nothing but a continuance, 
of that praftice; let me afk yourXordftiips, whether it be 
humane in, us to make ourfelves dealers in it. All nation^, 
calling themfelves civilized; nay, many to whom we. 
have denied the charafter of civilization ; have abpliflied • 
this hatefvil praAice, as Leing incpnfiftent with humanity. 
By whom is it continued ? By us who call ourfelves the 
moft civilized. By what means is it kept up ? By the 
wars of Africa, inftigated, not by the paffions of the in- 
habitants of Africa, but by our avarice; becaufe if it 
were not for this Traffick, thus carried on by us, there 
would be no motive for engaging in many if not moft of 
thnfe wars. 

My Lords ; it is faid that all the cruelties exercifert. 
over the negroes are done by the Africans themfelves; 
^nd '^at thofe negrpes who ar^ purchafed by us, woula 
be put to death by them, if we did not buy tben\. Bf 
this affertion, intended I prefume, as a defence of the. 
African Siave Trade, we are made the eiMtt^ooers of 
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tke inhumsm cruelties of flie inhabitante of Africa. '^ 
civilizied natiotft, even when afting under the authoritjf 
pf the lawj'the office of executioner is generally an odious 
office }f and yet you, the firft nation upon earth, by thd^^ 
continuance of mis Traffick, ftoop to become the exe-e 
cutioners of the cruelties of the mod barbarous people 
upon earth. It is faid, as an excufe for our conduA, 
that we ^o this to prevent cruelties. What fhall we fay, 
|ny Lords, if it Ihould turn out that we are the caufe of 
thofe very cruelties which we afFefl- to prevent i But if i| 
were not fo j (hall we condefcend to be the executioners 
of the cruelties of bloody tyrants vi'hofe names cannot be 
inentioned, or whofe charafter cannot be alluded to, in 
this Houfe, but with horrpr? Upon thb point there 
ought to be no more queftion than upon the queftion I 
have already difpofed of, namely, whether the Traffick 1^ 
humane or inhuman ? 

The next thing to be noticed, is a praSice which j£k 
prevalent in Africa, and is diftinft from that of ^laking 
i:aptives in war, I mean the pra£l:ice of " man-ftealing«^ 
This is another fource of fupply to the Slave Trade, an4 
we are the perfons who excite and encourage this fyfteni 
pf violence and fraud. 

My Lords, thefe are the modes by which this Trade is 
carried on. How inhuman a fyftem towards thofe who 
are its wretched viSims !— I will not fay by what fraud, 
what robbery, what bloodfhed, this fyftem is kept up. | 
will not fay over what a large track of the habitable globe 
you fpread this mifery ; over nearly a whole quarter of 
the world, the inhabitants of which are, by your pra£^ice$^ 
and for your avarice, doomed to llavery, after hundreds 
and thoufands of their countrymen have been murdered 
to efFeft ypwr objeft! And of the truth of all this, no 
human being, who has the ^ft of reafon, and will perufo 
the evidence, can entertain a (ingle doubt. While you 
give encouragement to war in Africa ; war will prevail 
there. While you giye encouragement to fraud, violence 
and cruelty, in Africa ; fraud, violence and cruelty will 

Erevail there. Remember, |By Lords, that this can only 
e done by your confent* 
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My Lords, the unhappy vlftims being thus procured, 
in what manner are they carried to another country, and 
how are they treated in their tranfit ? — ^We have on our 
table, and we have all read enough, and more than enough, 
of the cruelties of what is called the Middle Paflage. My 
Lords, the hearts even of thofe who were ftecled againft 
every thing that was urged againft the Traffick in general, 
were unable to bear the recital of the cruelties of this part 
. of it. My Lords, we endeavoured, but endeavoured in 
vain, to remedy the evil. There is but one remedy that 
can be applied with effect ; for as long as you fuffer your 
(hips to fail in this Traffick of human blood"; [Hear! 
Hear ! Hear ! from various parts of the Houfe} as long 
as you fuffer your fhij^ to fail in this Traffick of human 
blood 5 as long as you Ileal men from the coaft of Africa, 
and carry them by force to the Weft Indies ; fo long will 
you have human beings (who are called men), whbfe 
hearts are fteeled againft humanity, who will inflid, 
vt'ithout remorfe, every fpecies of cruelty on their vie-? 
tims, by which profit may be produced, or even expected. 
The mifery of their fellow-creatures is nothing to fuch 
perfons, when in competition with profit ; and therefore, 
all the meafures which were fo laudably taken by the 
Lcgiilature in favour of the health, and with a view of 
alleviating the fufferings, of thefe wretched beings, have 
failed of their intended effe6l. It is true they did a little 
good ; but cruelty being the eflence of the Traffick, 
mifery is the inevitable effe6l, notwithftanding any legifla- 
tive regulation which you may adopt. Whatever cruelties 
are pra6lifed in that Paflage, they can feldom if ever be 
proved but on the teftimony of thofe who inflift them, or 
are acceflary to the infli^lion; and therefore it is not rational 
to expeft the beft proof that can be given of thefe cruelties, 
at any time. There is evidence, however, my Lords, upon 
this part of the fubjedl, and I could, almoft have wifhed 
it had been repeated at your bar, to imprefs upon the 
mind of every one of your Lordfliips, that which has long 
been impreffed on mine, evidence in many inftances, not 
by witixefi'es who were called in favour of the Abolition . 
or the Slave Trade ; but againft it. I could wifh that the 
WitnefTcs ihculd decUre to ^^ow, iv\^ LoYdsj*|n their own 
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Languaeej their favage brutal language, the ad^s which 
khemfelves commit, and which, according to their feelings, 
are juftified by the necefSty of the thing, and which, for 
augnt I know, may be abfolutely neceflary for the attain- 
ment of their objeft in the courfe of their odious purfuit. 
I am perfeftly confident that if your Lordfiiips were, now, 
to hear at your bar^ thofe who are employed in the 
paiTage of the negroes, declare what they do, and what 
they juftify the doing of from the neceflity of it j in (hort 
what is called the Defence of the Traffick; your Lordfliips 
would regard it as a perfecSfcly good reafon for the Abolition, 
My Lords, fome expreflions I ufed on a former night, 
I never can ceafe to repeat, becaufe they appear to me to be 
expreflions adapted to imprefs upon the mind of every man, 
a juft fenfe of the nature of this Traffick, I mean, " That 
" in the paflage of the negroes from the Coail of Africa, 
** there is a greater portion of human mifery condenfed 
within a fmaller fpace than has ever yet been found in 
any other place on the face of this globe." I liave 
often repeated, and I fay again, " That men who are 
V engaged in this Traffick, do, for the gratification of 
•* their avarice, prefs together and condenfe a greater 
^* portion of human beings in one mafs of common mifery, 
** than ever were put together^in the fame fpace, in any 
** Other inftance, at any time, upon the face of this globe/' 
—Never will I ceafe to utter this fcntence when occafion 
<hall require it, while I poiTefs the j)ower of fpeech — 
never fhall I ceafe to lift up my voice, exclaim and 
protefl: to Heaven, againft this moll frightful injufticej 
anjd I will add, that if you have no fenfe of feeling for 
the. helplefs Africans, who are torn from their country, 
their families, and friends \ ;f the practices eipployed to 
procure them, fraud, violence, and blocdflicd, do not 
excite your horror, turn your eyes to the ffiips employed in 
the paflage of thefe vi6lims from their native land, to their 
land of Slavery See the mifery on board. If this cannot 
afi^eft you, and make you exclaim again fl: the Traffick j 
turn your eyes upon your own intereft, and fee the tnor^ 
tality it creates among your feamen^ and then let me aflc 
you whether, even upon the fcore of intereft, any thing 
can jultify your. condu<9: in continuing the SI^m^Tx-^^^I 
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Whether any gjood, if good it were5 that can attend t&sl 
Traffick, can counterbalance fo much evil? But mf 
Lords— ^What is meant to be attained by all this ? Tb^ 
end is, my Lords, that thefe mod wretched Afiricant^ if 
they furvive the ficknefs arifing from the ftench and pefti^ 
lence of their paffige, fliall be carried to your Weft India 
Iflands, there to be doomed to interminable Slavery, 

My Lords, we have been fomuch accuftomed to words 
defcriptive of the cruelty of this traffick, that we haVe^ 
almoft, forgotten their meaning. Would to God that t 
perfon educated as an Englifhman, well acquainted with 
our language, and able to deliver his fentiments in it 
with fluency; inftrufted in our holy religion, and now, for 
the fir ft time informed of all the horrors of the Afrkafi 
Slave Trade j had to addrefs your Lordfhips on the fub* 
jeft of its Abolition, What would be the feelings ot fuch 
a man, and how would he exprefs himfelf to you upon fuch 
a fubjeft, and what would you yourfelves feel, my Lords^ 
if it were the fir ft time you heard of thefe things, and 
were afTured of their cxiftence, and that they were prao 
ticed in the dominions of your own Sovereign, but could 
not be continued without your confent ? Is it poffible td 
conceive, that you would hefitate, for one moment, to 
order that fuch enormities fhould ceafe ? But the conti« 
nuance of this hateful traffick has made cruelty familiar 
to us ; and the recital of its horrors has been fo frequently 
repeated, that we can now hear them ftated without beiM 
affefted as we fhould be. We can now hear, almoft 
without emotion, of thoufands and tens of thoufands of 
human beings being kept in this miferable exiftence ! I 
would not tire your Lordfliips on this fubjed, but I 
would intreat you to confider what that exiftence i& 
Multitudes of human creatures under the arbitrary will 
of a cruel taflc-mafter, rifing in the morning and lying 
flown at night under the lafti of his whip j who can hardly 
be fuppofed to dream of any thing but torture, and wht 
"awake 

■ " only to discover fights of woe, 
** Regions of forrow, doleful ftiades, where peace 
** And reft can never dwell, hope never comes 
*' That comes to all', but torture witlymt end . . 
*' Stil] urges " * T^ri* 
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Thefre is no mitigation to their fufiedngs: they know' no 
change, except the humour of thdir mafter to whom they 
whole deftiny, from day to day, anfl eyer.y moment of th^ •■ 
day,, is entrufted ; and whofe difcretion is frequently fo 
sd>ufed as to produce every extremity Ihort of murder ; 
nay, often terminating in murder itfelf. But we flatter 
ourfelves by faying, that, in the Weft Indies, the negroes , 
are fubjeft to the will of Englifhmen j. and, no doubt, 
thefe are humane^ mild and gentle in their conduct. My. 
Lords, I can pay no fuch compliment either to my coun-? 
trymeh,. or any other perfons, at < the expeuce of what I 
know to be the voice of human nature. My Lords, the 
very poffeifion of arbitrary power, and «ven the faireft 
txercue of it, is a never faUing corrupter of the human 
heart. I never heard of, and, thank'God, I never faw, 
any thing in the human charafter that makes it confiftent- 
with probability that, man is fo vicious that he is at once^ 
and in the firft inftancc capable of all the cruelties which. 
he fometimes commits. No, my Lords, it is the daily 
exercife of arbitrary power which vitiates the human cha- 
ra£ler and hardens it into confummate cruelty. And 
thus it is that men of naturally good difpofitions, can look 
with indiflerence on the .condition of thefe miferable 
human beings who are doomed to toil from* moaning till- 
night under the fcorching rays of a vertical fun for the 
whole of their lives, for the mere purpofe of improving 
the property of others.- In fuch a ftate, it might be ex- 
pe&edthat they fhould be allowed, to efcape additional 
cruelties; and yet there are many cruelties added, the 
effeSt of the exercife of which, is to blunt the fineft feel- 
ings of die human heart. Let us not flatter ourfelves 
tliat it can be otherwife. We fhould not repol'e con-. 
fidence in ourfelv^s, or fuppofe tlfat our own hearts 
would not be blunted by tliefe praftices. ^ I am fure, my , 
Lords, that I would not truft myfelf with the repeated 
fight of thefe cruelties, left it ihould blunt my feelings, 
and leflen the fympathy which I wifli to poflefs at the 
fight of human fuffering. But fuppofing we could con- 
fide in ourfclves, arid that we fhould never be brought 
to ailent to any thing that is inhuman ; I afk you, what 
fccurity you have, that the Talk-maftei*, \\\^ ON^'tl^'i"-'?*'* 

N """^^ 
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the'Drtvers of thefeiiegmes, will not treat them cruelty^ 
for the puncihtnem; of them is not in the hancis of the 
Planters, but of the Ta(k*inafters and Drivers. If it were 
in the hands of the PlantKre^ it is pofBble tliat the cofider^ 
ation of their own intereft might operate, in funic degree, 
to prevent cruelty from being infli^ed upon the negroes ; 
that is to fay., tne Planter might, from motives of felf- 
intereft, be induced to bave timch the fame fort of difpo- 
fition to take care of his negroes, as a farmer would have 
for his cattle. But the negroes have not the prottd^ion 
even of that fpecics of feeling, for their Driver and Taik- 
mafter ha» no fuch intereft to a£iuate him ; and I need 
not tell your Lordfliips from what order of fociety the 
Negroe Drivers and the Negroe Taik-mafters are taken, 
nor what their notions are concerning cruelty. We are 
indeed told^ that theie evils are greatly mitigated ; and 
that every thing has been done that could be dcme, to 
meliorate the condition of the negroes all over our Plan- 
tations. My Lords, I do not think fo. In many inftance^ 
individuals: may have exerted themfelves, moil laudably, 
f&r that pxnpofe, and may have effeded a good deal, 
(God forbid that I ihould attempt to depreciate the va- 
lue of their endeavours y) and if they have not effeSted 
more, their failure is owing to the nature of the fyftem^ 
for there is in Slavery ibmething fo abhorrent to our na- 
ture, that whatever we attempt to do under it, by way of 
improrement, muft be verv limited in its efFed. Slavery may 
be faid to take away one naif ; nay, my Lords, more than 
one half, of the hum^i charader ^ and it has, therefore, 
been your pra£tice, and the practice of every other nation, 
wherein Slavery has exifted, to rejefl the teftimony of z 
Slave, in every cafe, againft a free man. I do not Mame 
the laWy becaufe it may be neceiTary^ but lock at the 
eSkOt of itr Ton make a law by wnich it is provkled, 
that each negroe Aall have a given portion ot food in 
a given time, of rice, for inftance, and that he fhall not 
be deprived of it under any pretence whatever. But, 
after you have pa^d the law, how are you to execute it ? 
Who are the perfona entrufled with its execQtion ? The 
Overfeer : he holds your law in utter contempt and deri- 
Jion, wlulc he profit* by iVie Vste^ic-b. o£ iu He treats 



N 



(99) 

the vi£tims of his power with cruet^y, and he knows 
lie cannot be puniihed for it; becaufe^ is q^ite impoffible 
•to punifli any man for any.crime^ until you have proved 
his guilt. But the onty witnefles yw have ta produce are 
Slaves, whofe teftimony cannot be taken in. fuj3iport of 
any accufation ajiraini): a free n^n. And thus^ my lipfds, 
Mve are placed in a fituation vtrhere^ of neceffity, w^miift 
fubmit to the perpetration of many a£l:s of cruelty m our 
name ; and the poor negroes are pijt in a condition wheriev 
in it is impoffible for then^ ^.hayeany prote£Hoi;i agaiiiif 
inhumanity. 

Having ftated thefe moltteFSy I hope I may now be 
permitted to conclude, that' no man wiU attempt to fay 
that the Slave Trade is npt repugnant to the principles 
of humanity. Why tlien, my Lords, is it, ex is it Mt, 
repugnant to the principles of juflice? As I have faid 
^Ire-ddy, I have no idea of any thing being juft, which 
is inhuman.. What ideas have we of juftice ? There {& 
a juftice in fociety^ adminiftered by the pofitive regula-? 
tions of that fociety, which is the ineafure of adba hi 
a focial ftate, and the guide of the condud: of ope m^n 
towards another, in that fiate^ But we haycj^ befides, a 
f^eneral idea of juftice in the abftrad, and. independent 
of any focial compad : a juftice which we owe to each 
other, not as citizens of a coQuminity,. but as beings of 
one- common nature; that is, general juftice from man to 
man. And, by that juftice, it is moft clear, that the 

- labour of one man Qiould not be forced from him whoUy 
for the benefit of another^ It is moft manifeftly unjuft, 
that a man (hould he made to labour^ during the whole of 
hia life; and yet have no benefit, whatever, from that 
labour. That never can he the cafe in a ftate of nat\ii^, 
and never fhould be fo, io a ftate of fociety ^ lor a ftate of 
fociety fhould be an improvement upon, not a degradation 
of, a ftate of nature ; and by the rights of naiure, prior to 
all law, prior to all human inftitution,. every human being 
19 entitled to the fruit of his own labour^ The origin 
of all law for the prote<SI;ion of property is founded upon 
this principle. But in this traffick, as well as in our 
fyft'em of colonial bondage, there is an abfolute repug- 

• nance to that principle. The Africau SUv^ TtmSa \^^ Vsw 
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its very commencement, contrary, not only to our general 
ideas of common juftice from mgn to man, in a ftate of 
. nature J, but direftly conjtrary to. the principles pf diitpbu- 
tive juftice in a ftate of fociety : and thofe who are the 
advocates of this Trade, cannot drfend it without over- 
turning the principle on which the very extenfive property 
of this country is fecured to its owners* And therefore 
when they fay to us, " It is very true we take multitudes 
. ** of negroes from the coaft of Africa, and take them to 
** the Weft Indies, and make flaves of them for life ; but 
" confider what a large portion of property is embarked 
" in this TraflSck, and depending on its cpniinuance j" 
what does it all prove, admitting it to be true ? What but 
this, that their wealth is their reproach, in ex^Gt propor- 
tion to its quantity, becaufe it has all been gained by 
injuftice; for 1 will challenge any man to deny that the 
Slave Trade is contrary to all prin(:iples of juftice, natural 
or diftributive. In a ftate of nature, man has a right to 
. the fruit of his own labour abfojujejy to himfelf; and 
one of the main purpofes for which he enters into a 
. ftate of fpci^ty, is to be better protefted, than he can be 
in a ftate of nature, in the poffeffio.n of his property. But 
thcfe helplefs negroes have nothing, but injqry in the fiifft 
ihftance, and fufFering in the fecond. As betweenr nuui 
and man therefore, focial or favage, the African Slave 
Trade is founded on the eflence of injuftice. Whatever 
..benefit is derived from that Trade to any individual, or to 
any body of individuals, that benefit is derived from difc 
honour and diflior^ejly. When you employ others and 
pay them for their labour ; profit upon that labour, to the 
amount of the difference between the valiie pf the thing 
you give, and the thing you take, is. juftly your Qwn pro- 
- perty, but this can neyer be the c^fe when applied to any 
thing which you take by force, even though yqu fhould 
pay for it to any amount whatever ; becaufe force change 
the. charafter of the thipg. If they were voluntary labour- 
-ers, however inadequate the payment they received might 
.be:^q the value of their labo\ir> ftiHj it might be founded 
oil a contradi which is bijiding on men in a ftate pf 
.icxpiety, unlefs fpuiided on fraud pr deceit. But her^ the 
.irhbJe fyftem U unjuft, becaufe founded ou compulfi^. 
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'on. your part. You force from them that which they 
^ifti not to give you, and you give to them that which 
you in vain attempt to (hew is an eqv|ivalent to the thing 
ou take, it being a tiling for which there is no equiva- 
ent-j and which, if you did not obtain by force, you 
woiild not poiTefs at all. Nor is it poffibie to debate' this 
-point with even the femblance of reafon, unlefs you could 
provethat it has pleafed God to give, to the inhabitants of 
Great Britain, a property in the liberty and life of the 
ixihabicants of Africa. And I would afk the advocates of 
this Traffick, in what book, human or divine, ain I. to 
read; in what principle of ethicks am I to find; or by 
M^hat rule of reafoning can I fay, that you, the inhabitants 
of the iflaiid of Great Britain, are bom with a right to 
buy aiid fell the fieih and blood of human beings ? I do 
fay that no man can take this view of the fubjed, and 
contend that this Trafhck is not founded on real injuftice, 
•oh that which nothing can change into juftice, under 
any circumftances of human life. But it is neceiTary to 
go further, and to remind your Lordfhips of fome other 
.xnatters in this Traffick — to expofe fome of the enormities 
of it, which go beyond the principles of bare injuftice. 
Without injuftice,.the Trade could not be carried on at 
all, 1)Ut it dops not ftop there 9 for not only are the negroes 
taken in a way which noting can juftify ; but that taking 
is accompaified with cruelty, and me mod (hocking ou^ 
rages to humanity. If others had a right to fell, you 
.would have no right to buy thcms you' would have no 
right to take them by force. If they were brought to 
your (hips, you would have no right to carry them againft 
their will. Ir they were brought to yt)u in a way lefs 
barbarous than they are, ftilLyou would have no right to 
z& as you do towards them ; itill your conduct would be 
unjuft. And you ihould remember that you are a power- 
ful, nation, and in proportion to your power, you owe 
.benevolence to all men^' But what Ihall I fay 01 you, if 
inftead of being benevolent, you are unmerciful, and abufe 
your power \ if you commit 'ad3:s of fuch inhumanity, that 
they cannot, with any propriety of language, be called by 
-any other name than murder; for what is it but murder, 
to pur^e a p^a^ice which pro^uc*^ 4^15^) >xeiX\tcss^^ v 
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death, to thoufands and tens of thoufands of innocent and 
hclpkfs human beings ? It is a duty which you owe to 
your Creator, as you hope for mercy, to aoftain from 
tliefe horrid adks. 

My Lords \ as I know and feel this Traffick to be ib 
abominable an outrage to juitice and humanity, it is di£t- 
cult for me to bring my mind to the confideration of the 
rcmahiing pvemifes. which I laid down at the commence- 
ment of my addrefs to your Lordihips, 

My Lords ^ I know, and I am glad to know, diat the 
happinefs pf man is condituted by the right ufe -of his 
power ; and I k^iQw too, that it never can be politick for 
a nation to be- u^ijuft. if at any time, it forfakes humanity 
or jullice, its coixiu^l is, to that extent, impolitick. But, 
my Lords, I am willing to defcend from thefe general 
obfervations, and to. argue this point upon its own parti* 
cular circum(lance3. I fay that however inhuman or un« 
jud this pra£^ice may be, I will, to accommodate thofewho 
know how to prefet their pecuniary profit to .humanity 
and juitice confent, for tlie prefent, to give up the argu^ 
xnent, if they fhew i;ie that this Traffick is, in itfelf, profit^ 
able in a general view, to this country. Thofe who like to 
continue crueltiibs for pecuniary gain, mud admit thk to 
be a very unobjeftionable mode of difcuffling the fubjeft. 
I fay that the policy of this Trade, in the abfence oif all 
confidcrations of juftice, is no longer left a queftion even 
upon the fcore of commercial profit. If it were, I would 
fay experience' would help us to a conclufion upon it by 
comparing the labour of a Slave to that of a Freeman, 
The labour of a Slave never can be equally valuable with 
the laboui: of a Free man. Such is the chara^er of man 
that freedom is eiTential to him even in his toil, and when 
he labours for his own advantage, his labour is more pro* 
fitable to his en>pJoyer tlian when he does it In a ftate of 
Slavery. . 

My Lords, on a former occafion, a great man (Mr, 

PiT'i ) now no more, whofc Jofs this country, on many 

accounts, has much reafon to lament, and as much on the 

prefent occafion as any, for whom I had an unfeigned 

. efteem both in public and in private life, exerted his great 

powers on many fubje&s to tKt ^du\u:atiQii of his hearers, 
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but on none was the difplay of his brflfiant talents more 
fuccefsful than on the fubjedl of the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade. In every opportunity which he took to exert his 
eloquence, he made manifeft to his auditors, the abfoiute 
impolicy as well as the inhumanity and irijuftice, of that 
traffick. He proved moft inconteftably, that after making 
allowance for the price paid for the Slaves originally, the 
•ontingencies of the traffick afterwards, the expence of 
carrying them, the lofs on their paflage, the expence of 
maintaining dieni in the Weft Indies, and comparing 
thefe with the amount, in value, of the labour performed 
by thofe who were thus imported, the evils endured 
by the viftims of the traffick were no gain to the mafter 
in whofe fervice they took place.' My Lords^, all the evils 
bf this traffick hare not yiet, perhaps ^ been correftly enu- 
merated, for it is dear that, fome of the difcafei of the 
Iflands are to be attributed to this traffick, that is, to the 
purchafe of negroes on the Coaft of Africa .who bring 
with them thoie difcafes. My Lords, here alfo I muit 
•bferve that I am not quoring the opinions of the enemies 
of the Trade, as evidence upon this fubjeft : but I take 
my account of this point, from a boolc of decifive autho- 
rity, the Hiftory of Jamaica, written by a perfon (Mr. 
Lo>?g) connefted with the moft confiderable family, and 
one of the moft confiderable proprietors, as vi'ell as one 
of the beft informed men, in that ifland J and in that book» 
it if laid down as his opinion, that the beft way to fecure 
the intereft of the planters againft approaching ruin, 
would be to do that to which the propofition now before 
us leads : To abolifli the irtiportation of Slaves from the 
Coaft of Africa, not for humanity, or upon any confider- 
^tions of juftice, but upon the ground of policy, and to 
prevent the ruin of thofe iflands. 

My Lords, I would not trouble your Lordfhips witli 
entering into calculations upon the fubjeft of this trafRck, 
although I hare certainly gone through them for my own 
fatisfad^ion, but I ftiall only ftate to the Houfe what I 
underftand to be notorious in thofe iflands, that when any 
proprietor of negroes is in diftrefs for debt, and fecks to 
remedy his inconveniences bj^ncreafing the number and 
the labour of his Slaves, both of which he conceives may 



help him, the mesifure invariably tends to his deftru£l:!on» 
Now, my Lord5> if that be attended with deflru£lion to 
the individual planter, what i8 the importation but. a jTyf- 
tem tending to ^he general ruin of the iflands ; fpr:bovr 
could it have that efFe^ on the individual, if its ultimate 
operation. were profitable ? 

J^ut the difficulties which have been fo often flated, as 
to the Abolition of the African Importation, have arifeu 
from this y they who are the Frien4s of the Trade, with- 
out regard to the ultimate total ruin of the iflands, fay 
that without a frefh iniportation, the population upon the 
iflands cannot be kept up. Now, my Lords, it appears 
from the mofl accurate calculations, and by corredl 
information laid before the floufe, that although it is, 
true, generally fpeaking, that the number of Slaves in the 
iflands, does not keep up itfelf, yet the reafoxi is, that a 
large portion of them is imported every year, and all thofe 
of the frefh importation, are much more fuhjed: tomorta- 
lity than otliers who have been long on the iiland, and 
who are feafoned to the climate, and inured to the I^jbour^ 
The calculation of the mortality in the Weft Indies 
ihculd not be made upon an inqueft refpe£^ing the frefh 
importation, but refpefting the negroes who were either • 
born in the iflands, or thofe who have been long imported. 
On that inqueft alone fhould you calculate the mortality 
of the negroes in the Wefl Indies. 

Now, my Lords, having been made acquainted with a 
great deal of the inhumanity which attends tliis Slavery 
in the Weft Indies, and for which there is no re- 
medy but by preventing frefh importation, I fear it is 
too much to fay that under the exifting degree of mifery 
t'le population will greatly increafe. I am afraid, my 
Lords, that under fuch a fyftem, population can never 
flourifli to any great extent j for I do not believe that 
human nature is calcukted to bear, (without relaxation) 
toil fuch as thefe vi£tims are doomed to, and, under fuch 
mifery, to. multiply their fpecies much. But I believe 
there is no inftance whatever, .in the hiftory of man, in 
which it has been found that, excepting the devaftations 
of war, the human fpecies has not increafed; and therefore 
thefe poor Slaves, wretched as they are, would increafe 

in 
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In populadon, with a little bettiir treatment, although 
hibiniring under the torrid zone; for it is hot uhs- 
Cbngenial to their conftitutions ; and they do fo every 
Ijphere elfe, I fay then, my Lords, this is a matter of 
aecoimt. It may not be proved by the account which 
tihe friends of the traffick give 5 but it would be proved if 
the account was fairly taken, that is, if the mortality- 
were calculated on the Slaves who were born, or who 
had been a long time in the iflands, inftead of mixing 
with it, as they do, that of the new importation. Neithet 
ihould the calculation be confined to any fingle period ; 
becaufe if you take it on one illand, or indeed on all yout 
iflands, at any one period, they will be found liable ix> 
accidental circumftances, which would difturb the fait 
Average. But if you take it neither on one ifland no/one 
yearj but on the whole of the iflands, upon an average of 
yeairs which may embrace a fufliclent portion of the hit 
toty of the Weft India Iflands, and take it alfo on thofe 
who were either born, or had been a lone time in the 
Iflands, fo as to be confidered in the light of natives j "yott 
will then find that the population is not only kept up^ 
but is increafed. And what is it that has prevented 
the increafe from being ftill greater? What but too 
much labour and feverity ? Too much labour, too littte 
compaiGon, and infufficient food, will always pt^vent the 
human fpecies from multiplying, as they otherwife Would 
in the order of nature. 

My Lords, if it be true that the labour bf a Ff ee man 
is cheaper than the labour of a Slave, and alfo, that thfe 
labour of a long employed Slave is cheaper than that of a 
frefh imported onej and if it be true alfoj that the 
chances of mortality are much more numelrous among 
the newly imported negroes in the Weft Indies, than 
among thofe of old ftanding there 5 propofitions which I 
take to be inconttovertibly eftablilhcd \ then it follows as 
an inevitable tonfcquence, that, independently of any 
confideration whatever but policy itfelf, the Slave Trade 
is abfolutely impolitick. Thus it ftands upon fair calcu- 
lation : but, my Lords, experience gives «s more and 
better information, thstti any calculation,* however accu- 
rate, can give. My Lords, almoft every perfon accuf- 
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tomed to obferve the progrefs of the human judgment 
muft have feen how much thofe who are heated in a di& 
cui&on, and warped b^ their prejudices^ in their zr^i^, 
to maintain their opmions^ are liable to the failure of 
overlooking not only that which is an anfwer to their ar«. 
guments, and may fometimes entirely overturn theqii 
but alfo of overlooking, in many cafes, the true view of. 
tncir own intereft. And here, my Lords, I muft obferve 
that I have never been able to view, without aftonifli* 
ment, the conduO: of the Weft India planters, who look 
at Sa'mt Domingo, and ftate it to us, as an inftance of 
tjte -.danger of attempting the Abolition of the African 
Slave Trade, when the leflbn is to them; becaufe the 
continuance of the African importation was one of the 
great caufes of the infurredion and fubfequent miferies 
of that devoted ifland. Continue in the fame line of con- 
duA, and you muft, in the courfe of nature, produce the. 
iame efFe£t^ in other iflands. I aflc your LordfhipSf 
V^hether you can believe that the importation of negroes 
fyom the Coaft of Africa can continue in that courfe of 
rapid progreflion of increafe every year, which took place 
in Saint Domingo, without producing, in all the Weft 
l^dia iilandsjthat which happened in that ifland, and of 
which that rapid importation was notorioufly one of the 
moft efficient caufes. Therefore, my Lords, to hear the 
planters urge this matter dgdtnft the Abolition of the 
Jttave Track, which is fo powerful an argument in 
fuppprt of it, does, certainly, aftonifti me ; although I 
9)11 not unaccuftomed to hear them urge very ill founded 
arguments, or; to fee them overlook their own intereft* 
Why then, I call upon you, my Lords, to ftep forwardj^ 
and rcfcue thefe men from the danger of their own infa- 
tuation ; and to provide, not only for their intereft, but 
for the intereft of us all. I call upon you for the 
fake of your own character and honour ; I call upon you 
for the fake of humanity \ I call upon you in the facred 
name of juftice \ I reconunend to you in the name of 
found policy ; if you are defirous of averting from your 
Weft India iflands the horrors felt by Saint Domingo \ if 
yovk wiih to keep ^ what you have, .by preventing tbofi? 
Bu^mdcd people from tulkuog mxo mtv'vuU^ rumt ^^ 
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with Itg God knows what calamity to.this.empm} t^ 
wSknt to die Refolution now before you. I would aflc^ 
bow is it poiCbie fot any unprejudiced man to -be fo blind 
»S not to fee the reafon of me calamities to which I have 
juft alluded^ and that it was owing to the Black popula- 
tion of that ifland ? Who can doubt but the fame caufe$ 
will again produce the fame effefl: ? You Ihouldj 
certainly, therefore, for their happinefs, as well as fot 
your own tranquillity, endeavour to prevent the occur* 
Tcnce of thefe evils among the negroes; and, for that 

f^urpofe, you Ihould eadeavour to keep them in a ftate of 
ubordination. But if they are enemies to your tran* 
quillity, and more formidable, as they muft bfe, in pro^ 
portion to their numbers, I alk you, how is it poffible fot 
you to fufler the planters to employ mrllions of Britifc 
capital to import frefh fupplies of wh^tt you dread? I fay^ 
my Lords, if we had nothing elfe to urge than the fate of 
Saint Domingo to convince the planters, as well as yout 
Lordfhips, of the propriety of abolifliing this African 
importation^ it ought to be abundantly fufficient fot that 
purpofe 5 and ought to induce the planters, inftead of 
oppofing, to feek the Abolition. 

But, my Lords, if you confider this as a meafUre prei* 
paratory to the amelioration of the condition of thofe who 
are now Slaves, it will be an additional inducement to 
your adoption of it. I know that the contrary has been 
faid by fome, but it has been by thofe who took a mise- 
rable view of the noble ancient fabrick called our Conft^- 
tULtion ; and for this I appeal to the hiftory of this country, 
which, in very early times, to be fure, exhibits inftances 
of internal Slavery, exifting to a confiderable extent. Btft 
you will find, even in thofe times, that precifely in pro- 
portion as that Slavery was ameliorated, did the pow^t 
and profperity of the country increafe and jBourifli. This 
is founded upon a fettled law of our nature ; for all the 
iiiliabitants of a country are more ufeful to it, in a free 
than in an enflaved ftate; and fo we find, that as the 
condition of Slaves and of the loweft perfons in fociety, 
was improved, fo in proportion the country grew more 
jprofperous. My Lords, in the fame manner, I know that 
'i^ter thefe ^vils have been fuiFcrcd to continue to tKvi 



^reidful and moil enormous extent, you muft, of neceft 
Jity^ for the happinefs> and even the ufety of thofe who 
;ire the greateft fufferers under them, continue them {qk 
a time in the fame (late in which they are at prefent, a 
ftate in which you do not wifli to fee them. The ame* 
lioration of the negroes in the Weft Indies muft, cer- 
tainly, be gradual ^ and, before the blefiing of freedom can 
jbe a bleffing to them, they muft be much improved. But, 
xny Lords, when the African importation ceafes, it will 
become inftantly the intcreft of every individual, con- 
cerned in Slaves in the Weft Indies, to ameliorate their 
condition. If you ftop the mifchief of the importation of 
Slaves, the evUs which are dreaded, and others that 
ought to be dreaded, but which are not, at prefent, fuf- 
ficiently thought of by the planters, may be averted. But 
if you do not ftop the importation of negroes from Africa, 
it will be impoflible ; for it will be afterwards proceeding 
againft the ftream, in which the mpre you ftrive the 
weaker you will become, and the power againft you 
will accumulate in ftrength, in proportion as you weaken. 

My Lords, on all public grounds, not on motives of 
juftice, which are imperative; not on motives of hu- 
manity, which are unanfwerable ; but on a convi£kion of 
direft and immediate policy, you fliould now fay, my 
Lords, that the Houfe of Commons are perfe£kly right 
in the declaration they have made, and fubmitted to you, 
*^That the African Slave Trade is contrary to jufticej^ 
" humanity, and found policy." 

Now, my Lords; if it be true, and true it moft indu- 
.bitably is, that the Slave Trade is not only impolitick 
and unjuft but alfo inhuman, you yourfelves ought to 
. take meafures for its Abolition, even if you had received 
no refolution to that effeft from the Houfe of Commons. 
I am convinced that that which is inhuman ought not, 
under any pretence, to be fuffered to exift, no, not for an 
hour, my Lords. That however, is a point on which I wifli 
not to be peremptory, but fhould be glad to make way for 
the opinion of others ; but then, I muft fay, that I think it 
ought to he ftopt as fpeedily as pofTible, becaufe the mif- 
chief will continue to operate fo long as you fufler tl^fs 
Thde itfelf to continue, \vlv\cl\ is the caufe of all the 
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fnifchief. Biit I do not aifk of you to abolUh itlmm^ 
filately: I only aik of you to declare that you will proceed 
to aboliHi it with all pra£]tical expedition^ in fuch tnannef^ 
and at fiich period, as may be deemed moft aJidfeable* 
Here, therefore, I c^U not only on thofe who. agree with 
me that it ought to be abolifhed immediately, but alfo on 
thofe who do not agree with me in that particular; but 
who think it ought\o be abolifhed at fome diftant day; 
for nobody will lay it (hould never be abolifhed; I believe 
there is no man in England who will fay that, it the Slav© 
Trade did Hot exift, it ought now to be inftituted. I calli 
.1 fay, on all of your Lordfhips, to agree in this Refo- 
lution, which ftates neitlier the time nor manner of the 
Abolition, but declares that meafures {hall be taken for 
that purpofe at fuch a time, and in fuch a manner, as may 
T>e deemed advifeable. 

I know there are many who think that what I have faid 
of th^ WelL Indies, and of the Slave Trade, is true. But 
then, they fay, that although the evil be as great as any 
man can conceive, and although it be necefTary, fome how 
or other, to erafe the evil, yet they think it (hould not 
"te done quickly. Now, my Lords, with refpeft to the 
continuance of the Trade^- 1 fee nothing in the Trade, 
that not only without detriment, but with good, might not 
1)6 immediately abolllhed. I fee nothing of advantage to 
the interefts of this country, nor of lofs to individuals, 
by the immediate Abolition of this Trade. I fee nothing of 
advantage to them in its being abolifhed gradually, inftead 
of immediately. But, my Lords, as there are many who 
think otherwife, all I propofe to your Lordfhips, for the 
prefent, is only that you Ihould declare, what I think no 
man can deny, " That the African Slave Trade is con- 
** triary to juitice, humanity and found policy j" and alfo 
to declare, in addition to that truth, that you will proceed 
to the Abolition of that Trafhck, at fuch a period, and in 
fuch a manner, as may be deemed advifeable. I am 
fanguine enough to believe that if your Lordfhips turn 
your minds to a clofe and attentive confideratiqn of this 
lubjcft, I fhould be able to perfuade you, to afient, if not 
to the immediate Abolition, which I fhould hope, yet 
ferfainly to its Abolition at a time very limited irvde^d^ 
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ind tliat you would immediately declare tli^ time withii) 
which it muft be abolifhed. I wifh it to be oonCdercd 
whether die Trade cannot be aboliflied otherwife thaq * 
gxaduatly ^ or whether your Lordfliips ihall find that you 
mud, from motives of fafety, or from foniething in thf 
nature of the Trade itfelf, proceed to abolifh it gradually 
only. I am (anguine enough to believe that the meafurc 
for the Abolition need not be gradual. But, my Liords^ 
that is a queftion which cannot be decided in one night. 
I do not a(k you fo to decide it. But I do afk ydu to decide 
that whenever you think you can abolifli itj you will 
aboliih it, and that you will proceed to take meafures for 
that purpofe. I am fure that every night's difcuffion ojF 
this fubjedi is attended with advantage to the caufe of 
Abolition. I wifii therefore, by this declaration, to hoM 
your Lordfhips to be committed to encjuire into the fub- 
jeS ; not to aflent to any thing you do not approve, but 
only to declare that you will confider the fubjed: with ^ 
determination to take from yourfelves the odium of beings 
as you now are, if not tlie authors, yet the abettors and 
continuers of this moft odious Tra flick. There can be 
no difcuffion on the fubjeft now, whether the Abolition 
fhould be gradual or immediate. I will merely ftate that 
npthing would pcrfedily fatisfy my mind, as.beinc agree* 
able to juflice, to humanity, and to found policy, but the 
forbidding, immediately after this Refolution pafles, the 
carrying of one African more in a Britifli fliip from hi& 
native land. Such is my. opinion, my Lords. I do not 
^(k you to be of that opinion, I only ftate it as my ovm. 
My Lords, I now move the Refolution which has beein 
already read. 

Lord Hawkesbury. — My Lords, I agree that there are 
two queftions now before your Lordfhips. Firft, whether 
the Refolution now propoled be true ? Secondly, whctherji 
if true, it be expedient and defirable to come to fuch a 
Refolution as the preient, preparatory to the end pro-^ 
pofod ? What I have to offer on this fubjeft, wUl not 
lead me to go into much length, but I think it neceffary 
to fay fomething, generally, on the different groundfs 
v/Lich have been brought lorward to induce your Lord- 

(htps 



( lit ) 

■ * 

fiiip^ to agree in this propofition. I Ao not think It nec^fi- 
fary, for my own part^ to make any diftindiion betmreen-tht 
grounds of juftice and humanity, and that of found |k>licy ;. 
becaufe if it be a duty which you owe to juftice and hu^ 
manity, to abolifli the African Slave Trade, you mud 
aholiih it. The queftion, in that cafe, is at an end i and 
I would fay in the name of thofe who think with me, I do 
liot ^fcufs the queftion on the ground of juftice and hu- 
manity, as contradiftinguiflied from found policy. If it 
can fairly be made out, that the African Slave Trade i$ 
contrary to juftice and humanity, cadit queftio^ it muft be 
aboliftied; we muft not continue that vtrhich is unjuft and 
inhuman. But, my Lords, the more this queftion has 
Been discufied, the more have I been imprefled, and ftill 
more from the conduft of the Noble Baron, and thofe 
who urge the Abolition of this Trade, that they urge it 
en principles which they themfelves feel it impoffible to 
fupport, when they confider all the circumftances which 
attend diis fubjeif^. 

My Lords, if the queftion be ftated as a general abftraft 
queftion, comparing a ftate of flavery with a ftate of civil 
uberty, no doubt can exift as to which of them is prefer- 
able. But you cannot fay, that becaufe there may be a 
great and undoubted evil fubfifting, therefore you fhould 
remove it ; for it may be comparatively a lefler evil, thaa 
that which would accompany your attempt to remove it. 
You are not, in pra6\ical fubjefts, to take it for granted, 
that whatever is an evil ought to be removed, merely 
becaufe it is an evil \ and therefore you ought not to con- 
clude that the Slave Trade, if it be an evil, ought, there- 
fore, to be aboliftied \ much lefs fliould you fay it (hall 
be aboliflied immediately and without qualification; be- 
caufe .in all political confiderations, we muft not look at 
^bftra£t propriety, but practical efFeft. I feel it neceifarj 
%o prefs this confideration on your Lordfliips minds, be- 
-caufe although the Itjloble Baron came to this at the con- 
clufien of his fpeech, yet in the earlier part he argued 
againft it; for he commenced with maintaining that 
ilayenr was an evil, and that, upon principles which might 
have oeen followed up with a Refolution, that we (hould 
jQol; onhr have no continuance of the Ain^^txvSYvi^^t^^^fe 
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hat of flavery either. But the Noble Baron, on the coii«« 
trary» admitted that great as he conHders the evils of 
fbkvetj^ be is not ready to propofe its Abolition. I fay, 
diereroret on the admiilion of thq Noble Baron, it is not 
doing enough to prove that the Slave Trade is an evil, iil 
order to make you aboliih it ; becaufe flavery is an evil^ 
and the Noble Baron admits that flavery is a thing which, 
at prefent at lead, you cannot abolifh. Here my Lords, 
I muft recur to what has been often dated, that flavery, 
though an evil, is a thing which has exiited in the world 
from the earlieft period of its hiflory downward; and 
there is no period in which there has been no flavery ot 
Slave Trade. When, therefore, it is propofed to abolifli 
and get rid of that evil, it is the duty of your Lordi^ips, 
not to look at the means of accompliihing the end merely, 
but at Vhat are likely to be the pra£tical confequences of 
its accomplifhment. 

The Noble Baron fays, that this meafure divides itfelf 
into different parts ; one with regard to the Colonies, and 
the other with regard to the Coaft of Africa. My Lords,' 
with regard to the (late of the negroes on the COaft of 
Africa, I fliall only obferve, that a ftate of flavery exiited 
there from the earlieft times, and its continuance has not 
been, in any degree, occasioned by the Slave Tride t 
whether aggravated by' it or not, is another queftiom 
Slavery has lubfifted in Africa long before our Colonies 
were eftablifhed: and when you confider how far the 
Abolition of the Slave Trade, by the other European 
powers, is likely to be effefted by our abolifliihg it, and 
how little you may change the condition of the negroes 
for the better; you may, perhaps, be led to doubt the 
utility of what is now propofed to you. I take my thoughts 
upon this part of the fubjeft from thofe who have quali*- 
fied themfelves to form the beft opinions upon it. Froni 
all that I colleft from Mungo Parke, and others, who 
have vifited that country, it leems to be his, and theif 
opinion, that the Abolition of the Slave Trade, and abov^ 
all, the fudden Abolition of it, would not be produAiv^ 
of good effefts to the inhabitants of that continent. 

My Lords, we- know that a ftate of flavery exifted once 
over the greuteit part, if not the whole of Europe. Fof- 
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iEunately for us that (late is now at an end. But how ? 
By aft of Parliament ? By. law ? No, my Lprd3> but by 
that which will effeA the Abolition of ilavery every 
^hcre, the progrefs of civilization j and it may be matter 
of ufeful contemplation f6r thofe who confider moral 
caufes and efFefts,. whether an aft of Parliament, pre-* 
maturely adopted, may not be the means of retarding 
inftead of accelerating the objeft you have in view? 
Whether, when you pafs a law to bring perfons farther 
forward in fociety than they are fit to be, you do not, in 
reality, throw them back, and thereby increafe the evil 
intended to be diminifhed? My Lords, I therefore cer- 
tainly am not prepared to fay to you, that the operatiorl 
of the Abolition of the Slave Trade will be as favourable 
as it is expefted to be; on the contrary, all experience 
leads me to an oppofite concluiion. I mean that it will 
he produftive to fociety, to government, and to indi- 
-viduaU, of more evil than good* 

My Lord, with refpeft to the mode of the tranfit of 
negroes from the Coaft of Africa to the Weft Indies, I 
ihould agree, moft heartily, to every propofitiori which 
Ihould tend to its improvement ; but, my Lords, looking 
on this as a praftical queftion, we are bound to confi4er, 
not whether the African Slave Trade be an evil, but what 
vrould be the praftical eiFeft of the Abolition of it ? If 
tiiat effeft fhould be, that not a flave lefs would be brought 
from the Continent of Africa, in confequence of your 
Abolition : if the effeft of it fliould be to throw Britifh 
capital into other countries inftead of employing it among 
ourfelves; to enrich the colonies of otners while your 
own are impoveriftied : then I fay it will be the duty of 
this Houfe to negative the queftion of the Abolition of the 
African Slave Trade. 

Having (hewn what is likely to be the effeft of this 
Refolution, the queftion becomes material for your con- 
iideration oh the grounds of juftke and humanity : for if 
the etfeft of this meafure (hould be to draw from the 
Coaft of Africa hot a fingle negro lefs than is taken at 
prefeht, but to transfer tiie Trade to Foreign Powers, who 
will carry it on with much lefs attention to the principles 
of humanity than we beftow upon it, while it will be 

P « "^^^^^ 



( "4 ) 

added by BritKh capital, without confining the profits of. 
fiiat capital to Britifli fubjedis ; then I fay, that I am by 
no means prepared to aflent to this propofition, on tht 
fcore of juftice or humanity, or to fay that I (hall be 
prepared, at any time, to aiTent to fuch a propofition al 
this, (ince I fear that evil inftead of good would be tht 
eonfequence of it at any time. If the Slave Trade is att 
evil, flavery itfelf is an evil alfo, and therefore I fay that 
the reafoning which applies to the African Slave Trade, 
mull apply to flavery in the Weft Indies 5 for whatever 
difference you may chufe to make in the praflical appli- 
cation of the principle, that principle, in the abftrad, 
applies alike to both ; but if you put it on the iflue of t 
pra£bical queftion only, tlien I fay that neither ought to be 
ibolifhed. 

My Lords, the Noble Baron touched on fome points 
which he thought fhould operate as an inducement with 
mur Lordihips to adopt this Refolution from the fear of 
ganger to your Colonies : I allude to what has happened 
.{0 St. Domingo. I however, my Lords, have not the 
^gpod fortune to concur in opinion with the Noble Baroa 
ttpon that fubje^^ ; for I do think that if ever there waS 
%ny reafon againft the Refolution now before us, the ftate 
^ St. Dommgo is the ftrongeft that could poflibly be 
urged againft it. Wliatever may be the horrors of th^ 
prefent Itate of St. Domingo, it is all the efFeGt of abftra6t 
refolutions which paflled in the mother country, refolutioiis 
the moft mifchievous that ever deluded the human mind'. 
if, therefore, there were no other reafon againft this 
llefolution, but the ftate of St. Domingo ; that, of itfelf, 
would be abundantly fufficient to call upon your Lordfhips 
to give it your decided negative. 

The Noble Baron has ilated, that the eWeCt of thij 
Refolution and the fyftem by wliich it is to be follov^ed 
up, namely, the Abolition of the African Slave Trade, 
will be the improvement of the Weft India Colonies, and 
|>articularty the ftate of the negroes there. My Lordsi I 
am very hr from thinking fo. I agree with the Noble 
baron that all meafures tending to the furtherance of 
Juftice and humanity, tend alio to the happinefs of manr 
iind by improving their- condition \ but I think tliat th^ 



diicuffion ef thefe qjieftions )ias retarded the progrefs of 
that improvement. From the beginning of the difcuflioa 
of this fubjed^, I have thought that you are taking upoo 
you that which is in the hands ef parties over whom yo\^ 
nave no efficient controul, and who could accomplifh the 
end you aim at» although you cannot, I mean by inilitu- 
.tions to better the condition and improve the minds of the 
negroes. My feelings have always led me to wifli not 
that you ifaould attempt to abolifh the Slave Trade, or 
flavery cither, in the firft inftance ; but that you fhould 
ad upon a fyftem which cannot fail to improve the minds 
of men, as we have done in this country, and as has 
l>een done in other countries, and then, in the Wefl Indief^^ 
and in Africa, the efFe£i: will be the fame as has been felt 
in every other part of the world where that improvement 
has taken place. The Abolition both of the Slave Trade 
_and of flavery will be the effeft of that improvement, 
and I verily believe there is no other remedy for eitheF. 
For how has flavery been abolifhed ? It has been aboliflv- 
cd, not by an aft of Parliament, but by moral improve- 
ment which prepared men's minds for it. Any hafty 
adoption of a legiflative meafure, without that prepa^ 
jation, never can have the defired effeft. 

My Lords, I now come to the qucftion of the Refo- 
llition itfelf, and I confefs that I cannot help objefting to 
it as a refolution, independent of the objeftion I have to 
the fyftem to which it leads. Why, my Lords, when 
this Refolution fhall be carried, you will be no nearer 
your point than you are now. This Refolution will not 
only not abolifh the Slave Trade, but will not even point 
out any meafure whatever to be adopted for its Abo- 
lition. That muft be the fubjeft of another inquiry. Is 
there any thing then gained when the refolution is agreed 
to ? Have you not the whole queftion to difcufs again ? 
Are not thefe abftraft refolutions in themfelyes objeftion- 
aWe ? When no objeft can be gained by this Refolution, 
I do not fee the ufe of agreeing to it. My Lords, when 
a meafure is brought forward, with thofe qualifications 
and reftriftions which either the Noble Baron, or any 
other perfon, may think proper to propofe, we may then 
either adopt or rejeft them altogethcrj^ or a^^te.^ tc^ ^>^^>x 
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of them as may appear to be moft proper. But to enter 
into a refolution again ft a Trade, which has now been 
uniformly afted upon for a century and an half, before 
you fee your way to a praftical conclufion, is a thing 
which, I own, appears to me extraordinary. My LordSt 
do I aflc too much of you, when I alk that yoiir Lord-^ 
(hips would paufe upon fuch a momentous fuhjeft as this? 

The Bifhop of London— My Lords, I (hould think it a 
dereliftion of duty, if I did not give all the fupport which 
my feeble powers will enable me" to give to this Kefolution 
now before the Houfe j a Refolution of, perhaps, the firft 
importance that ever came before your Lordfliips, invohr- 
ing, as it does a qucftion on the iJue of which dependfi 
the happinefs or mifery, and that for future ages, of an 
immenfe number of innocent and unoffenc'ing people. 

My Lords, I was extremely glad to hear from the 
Noble Lord who has jufr fat down, that the whole of 
this queftion turned on the truth of the prcmifes ; that 
if the truth of the premifes was prove<i, namely, ** That. 
** the African Slave 'IVade is contrary to juftice and hu* 
•*' manity \ cadit quefilo}'* I {hould have expelled there- 
fore, that the Noble Lord would have fhewn that the 
African Slave Trade was not contrary to the principles 
of juftice, was not contrary to the principles of humanity, 
before he undertook t:o contend that it was not contrary 
to the principles'' of found policy. I do not recoiled, 
my Lords, that he advanced any argument whatever 
to (hew that the premifes, fl;ated as the bafis of this 
Refolution, are not true. Now, my Lords, if the Noble 
Lord has not denied the trpth of the premifes ; I will go 
a little further^ if he has not proved the reverfe of thefe 
premifes tp be tniej then wie muft purfue the courfe 
recommended to us by the Noble Lord who opened this 
Debate with fuch admirable ability. I would firft call 
the attention of your Lordfhips to the nature of this 
Tr^^de pa the Coaft of Africa ; and, for that purpofc, it 
is neceflary to inquire in what manner the negroes are 
taken on tnc Coaft. Your Lordftiips know in what mode 
'they are made Slaves: Firft, by kidnapping; next, by 
intnns of pretended crimes*, ?ctvd, Vaft. of all, by the 
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means of the breaking up of villages, and being taVen 
in war. Now, my Lords, with regard to the firft, I leave 
it to your Lordfliips to fay whether there is any humanity 
in the practice. If you examine the fubject, you will alfo 
find that a great number of thofe who are fold as delinquents 
*ire accufed and condemned, often falfely, but almoft 
always for the moil trivial offences ; and for diefe crimes» 
the chief of which is witchcraft, innumerable families^ 
(the mother mi her children) have been fold for Slaves* 
And it is proved, inconteftibly, by evidence, that a great 
part of thofe who are called delinquents, are accufed fcir 
the very purpofe of oiaking them Slaves. It is needfefs 
therefore to fay that many thoufands of them are falfely 
accufed and condemned. The remaining mode of making 
3iaves is by means of "^zr^ and village-breaking. I will 
ftate to your I^ordfhjps, on thefe heads* but a few extrafls 
from the evidence examined before the Committee of Privy 
Council, on the fubjeil of the Slave Trade, and alfo from 
fhok who have given their teftimony before this fubje£^ 
Vas agitated. 

[Here the Learned ^nd Reverend Prelate read a variety 
pf extracts from the evidence taken before the Privy 
Council, and from different authors who had given aa 
^account of what they themfelves had witnefTed, ten4- 
ing to (hew that wars are often carried on in Africa, fot 
'the fole purpfe of making the prifoners Slaves : and zlfy 
that not only cpnviSs are punifhed by being fold tp flavery^ 
1>ut that often their whole families, including their childrex^ 
ihare the fame fate, on account of the fuppofcd crime 
of a fingle individual.] 

Thefe authorities could be multiplied without en4* 
Now, my Lords, is it not clearly made out that the :«vcr- 
xnent of this.Refolution is true, " That the African Slave 
** Trade is contrary to the principles of juflice, humanity, 
** and alfo of fou^id policy ?" The Slave Tr^de is more- 
over contrary to the principles of the religion which -we 
';all profefs. I think it not fuperfluous to fay this, becaufe 
it has been undertaken to be proved that the Slave Trade 
Js not only conformable to natural religion, but alfo coun- 
tenanced by the do£lrines of the Chriftian religion, which, 
I ^isnk, is one of the greattft libels ti«X ^n^x^'^\\?^ 
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liflied againft that religion. That Slavery was permitted| 
that is, not forbidden, under the Chriftian religion, is per* 
fefkly true ; but what has this to do with the African Slave 
Trade ? Nothing, nor with Slavery in the Weft Indies. 
But with regard to Slavery, there was no fuch thing as 
perpetual Slavery under either the Old or the New Tefta> 
ment. With reipeft to that of the Jews : their Slaves were 
of two kinds, thofe of their own, and thofe of neighbour^ 
ing nations. With regard to the firft, it was an exprefs 
command that all Hebrew Slaves fhould be fet free on the 
7th year: and with regard to all the reft of whatever 
nation, it was a command that all the inhabitants of the 
land, without diftln£l;ion, fliould be fet free at the Jubilee, 
which was the 50th year. 

But, my I^ords, it is faid, " that our Saviour .did not 
" forbid Slavery : ' That was becaufe he did not inter?* 
fere with civil inftitutions, but left it to the fpirit of his 
jeligion to corre£l their evils. He inculcated obedience t^ 
ruling powers on earth, without reference to any inftitui- 
tion; therefore you find no command of His, for or 
againft Slavery: but the fpirit and principle of the Chrif- 
tian religion is againft Slavery of every kind^ and moi): 
pointedly againft that fpecies of it which arifes froip 
the Slave Trade on the Coaft of Africa \ for Saint Paul 

fcys, 

*' -T — that the law is not made for a righteous man, 
" but for the la\ylefs and difobedient, for the ungodly an4 
*' for finners, for unholy and profane, for murderers of 
** fathers, and murderers of mothers, for manflayers*'— 

And he proceeds 

" for men-JlealerSi for liars, for perjured per- 

** fpns"— , and, " if there be any other thing that is .co»» 
" trary to found doftrine." 

So that you fee, my Lords, in what light the Slave 
Trade was confidered by the Apoftle. The dealen 
in it are called avdpa;<]r9^/r«r, that is, my Lords, ^^ Stealer^ 
*' of men,*' the fame as thofe whom we now call Slave 
Traders. 

My Lords, I beg leave to obferve upon what has been 
ft^tea by the Noble Lord concerning blavery, that it ha^ 
fubCAcd from the earlieft ages of the world down to thf 
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mr^flbnt period ^ and he added fomething as if he confidereJ 
that we haye now hardly any right to meddle with it, 
hecaufe the policy of the Trade has been recognized 
by the legifiature. My Lords^ I fhould be gbd to know 
if this Trade has been, at any time, the fubje£k of regu- 
lation by the Legiflature, why it may not again be the 
{ixhjefk of regulation, or Abolition by the Legiflature ? 
And why the Legiflature can be confidered to have power 
at one time which it has not at another time ? Indeed, my 
Lords, it does feem to me, that this mode of defendins^j 
or rather of attempting to juftify, evils, becaufe they exift, 
and have long exiued, would prevent for ever the removal 
of any evil in this world. It would, for inftance, juftify 
the pra£tice of the Chinefe, who have, for many hundrea 
years, been in the habit of cxpofing their infants in the 
ureets to perifh. No lefs than nine thoufand of them 
ift'a year are thus inhumanly deftroyed in the ftreets of 
Peiin. [He might have added, " Inhere are men whofe 
^^ prof^ion it is to kill children bydefire of parents,*' &c. 3 
However inhuman thefe things are, we know them to fub- 
fiil. But, my Lords, is that any juftification of their inhu^ 
inanity ? To tell us that evils have long exifted in the 
world is no excufe to us for the continuance of thofe 
evils which it is in our power to remove. But to come 
Hearer to ourfelves. Tou know that the praftice of 
piracy has been in exiftence longer than the Slave Trade ; 
send that pra£lice has not only been permitted, but 
fan£bioned by the Government whofe fubje£is pradife it ; 
and this has been in ufe for four or five hundred years } 
and I do not fee why that pra£lice may not be as well 
defended as the Slave Trade, on the ground of the length 
of time during which itTias fubfifted ; for, in point of 
juftice, they are equal to each other. 

But it is faid there is, in truth, no inhumanity in the 
African Slave Trade, for that, praftically fpeaking, we 
are doing the Slaves on the Coaft of Africa a great kind^ 
nefs by taking them from an infinitely worfe condition 
than that in which we place them. My Lords, what right 
have we to infift upon making a man happier than he 
chufes to be. We all know they do not defire it ; and 
here I would refer to a pafiage in Mr. L^t^^ ^\^^s^ 
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of Jamaica^ wkerein he fltates that the idea -pf Hzrefj 
which they have in Africa is totally diiFerent from that 
dreadful ftatc which they find it tn the Wefl Indies. 

It is faid we fave the negroes from death by buying 
them on their own Coaft and carrying them to our phgi* 
t;itions. Now, my Lords, fuppofing that to be the .-cafe, 
I tliink you give tliem no bleffing by it; becaufe I think 
tliat perpetual flavery is worfe than death. Befides, you 
expofe them to greater rifles of death than they can be 
expofed to in their own country. And here I beg leave to 
refer to the report of the Ifland of Jamaica in the year 
1788, by which it appears that a great number of them 
die before they come on fliore, and Mr. Long (lates • that 
one-third of them die in the feafoningj befides whicB 
they are afterwards fubjefted to cruelties which occaGon 
death, in a manner which is not to be equalled either in 
their own or in any other country on the face of the 
globe. 

But it is faid, that we fliall have to encounter great lofles^ 
and that private individuals will fuffer mod materially in 
their fortunes, if the Slave Trade fhould be aboliihed« 
But, my Lords, nothing of this kind is proved. On ih€ 
contrary I underftand trom thofe who are beft qualified 
to form a corireA opinion upon the fubjeft, that the Weft 
India Proprietors will be confiderable gainers by it. Mr- 
Long, among others, is clearly of this opinion. 
. As to what is dated by the opponents of the Abolition, 
it may be regarded as matter of courfe, for there is hardly 
a meafure which comes before this Houfe which is not 
oppofed in the fame manner, and which, if you believe its 
opponents, will not ruin this country, or at leaft, ruin 
fome particular branch of trade ; and yet, after pafling it, 
we have feen that very trade go on as well as evf r, and in 
many inftances, a great deal better. In the year 1 783, 
it was ftated in debates in this and the other Houfe of 
Parliament, that the peace would be the ruin pf this 
country ; that its commerce would be annihilated, becaufe 
,we had loft the brighteft jewel in the crown. Twenty- 
three years have now elapfed, and we know that, under 
the protection of Providence, this country has been up- 
hsld, and we have gone on in a courfe very different from 
/ that 
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that prediftion. We know that this country is ngt 
ruined — ^wc know that this country has not been anni- 
hilated in its commerce, and that if we have loft or\e 
jewel out of the Britilh crown, we have gained many 
advantages of much greater value by the v^ft increafe of 
our commerce. Nor will the Weft Indies be any more 
ruined by the. Abolition of the blave Trade, tlian this 
country was ruined by peace with America. 

I have only to intreat your Lordftiips to weigh, very 
ferioufly, what infinite evil you will be the abetters of; 
vrhat an infinite number of unoiFending people you will 
doom to mifery for ages, if you rejeft this Refolution, 

My Lords, if the Slave Trade be fuch as I have en- 
deavoured to prove it, and as the Refolution ftates, " con- 
** trary to the principles of juftice, humanity, and found 
•* policy," and I have not yet heard a fingle argument to 
prove that it is not unjuft, inhuman, and impolitick ; and 
Ihould yoiir Lordfliips refufe to fanftion this Refolution, 
you will eftabiiih this principle, ** That although in- 
*' dividuals may not rob and murder, to gain money, yet 
" that nations may ; and may purfue any fyftem however 
** unjuft or inhuman it may oe in principle : — ^That aU 
** though individuals incur the penalties or death by fuch 
** praftices, yet that large bodies of men may do them 
** with impunity for the purpofes of lucre } and that for 
^' fuch purpofes fuch praftices arc not only to be per-r 
•* mitted, but encouraged." I never can perfuade myfelf 
to think that you, my Lords, will, by your vote to-night 
fay there never fhall be an end to the wretchednefs of 
Africa ; that mifery fhall be continued there j that thou- 
fands, and tens of thoufands fliall be condemned to llavery 
for the moft trivial crimes, men, women and children- 
whole families — for the fault of one, and poffibly that one 
the vidiim of falfe accusation ; that whole villages, ihull 
be given up to rapine, and the inhabitants delivered up to 
perpetual flaveryj themfelves and families for everr — I 
iiever can perfuade myfelf that your Lordfliips will fay 
that the whole Continent of Africa (hall cgntinue for ages 
to be what Mr. Bryan Ed^Yards fays it now is, " A field 
^* of warfare and defolation \ ^ 'v^ildeynefs in which die 
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"inhabitants devour one another; a fcene of bloody 
" rapine, and murder." 

My Lords, all the inhabitants of Africa not only appeal 
to your compaflion, but demand jufticc of you, and 1 am 
confident that a Britifh Houfe of Lords will not refufe 
that demand. 

The Lord Chancellor. — My Lords, I have no diffi- 
culty in faying to your Lordfhips that I am very little 
fatisfied with my conduft for many years paft with refer- 
ence to the fubjeft now before the Houfe ; for during the 
time I was a Member of a Britifli Houfe of Parliament, I 
fpeak with contrition when I fay it, I never was within 
the walls of that Houfe, when that great queftion, fo. 
interefting to juftice and to humanity, was agitated. That 
Houfe, however, did not content itfclf with dating tbie 
Slave Trade to be contrary to juftice, to religion and 
humanity, but alfo went into evidence as it refpedied 
both the African Slave Trade, and that of the Weft Indies, 
the whole of which was afterwards laid before the two 
Houfes of Parliament. 

My Lords, perhaps the reading of that evidence might 
have made an unfavourable impreflion upon the minds of 
Tome perfoils, and it does appear to me that feme portion 
of that evidence is fubje£l: to exception. My Lords, I 
have been in the Weft Indies and have been an eye witncfs 
to much of the treatment of the negroes there -, and, not- 
withftanding what has been faid on that fubjeft, I am 
bound to fay, that the negroes were well treated where I 
had an opportunity of feeing them. At the fame time, 
if any cruelties are exercifed over the negroes in the 
plantations, God forbid I Ihould attempt to defend the 
praflice. But, my Lords, were we to look only to the 
Weft Indies, Vv'c fhould bo mifled as to the nature of the 
African Slave Trade, the great evils of which are in 
another quarter. Of tliefe I have alfo been an eye witr 
ncfb', and I'now advert to them with contrition, on account 
of my never having taken a part before in the difcuflioii 
of this fubjeiSt 5 for there are fome cruelties in thisTraffick 
which no human imagination can aggravate, the fight of 
which Id c;iough to rend the human heart. Many of 

them 
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them I have feen : 1 have been an eye-witnefs to tranf- 
adlions over the whole Coaft of Africa, of which, if your 
Lordihips had but a fudden glimpfe, they would excite 
your horror, and you would feel aftoniftiment that they 
could have exifted for a moment. Then, my Lords, what 
will you fay to their continuance year after year, and from 
agi to age r 

My Lords, I have not been in the internal parts of 
Africa, but 1 believe what is related of them by men 
whom I know to be impartial, and diligent in their- in- 
quiries/ From them I find that parents are torn from 
their children ; children torn from their parents ; huf- 
bands torn from their wives ; wives from their hufbands ; 
all ties of blood and afteftion (for negroes have afFeftions 
as well as ourfelves,) torn up by the roots. My Lords, 
I have myfelf feen thefe unhappy creatures put together 
in heaps in the hold of a fhip, which, with every poffible 
attention to their accommodation, muft ftill be intolerable; 
and I have heard proved, in courts of juftice, fa£l:s ftill 
more dreadful, if poffible, than thofe which I have feen. 
Cafes have occurred in which thefe viftims pf miCery have 
been made frantick, and have fought death by violence, 
rifi-ng up in rebellion, and endeavouring? to break the 
chains by which they were faflened to one another ; and 
then- have enfucd fcenes the bare ftatement of which is a 
difgracc to a Briufti Court of Juftice j not to thof(? who 
adminifter juftice, for they are bound to adminifter jui- 
tice according to the rules of law; but to thofe who 
have the power of preventing, and v^ho ought to prevent 
a repetition of the milery, by putting an end t*o the prac- 
tice by which it is produced. I allude to. a cafe well 
known to my Npble and Learned Friend (Lord Ellen- 
borough J upon a policy of infuranee in which it becaire 
neccflary to d^'fend the Underwriter from fhe efte£b cf 
his infuranee ; for he had undertaken, by his policy, only 
to indemnify the aiTured in the ufual way, againft the 
perils of the fea. The negroes on board, the Ihip, the 
cargo of which was thus infured, rofe in a mafs to cleftroy 
the Captain and his crew in order to liberi<te themfelves ; 
and having advanced in purfuit of their objecl:, it be- 
fi^me ncccflary to repel them by fovcc i\^ \\'c\\ \.o ^xst. 
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their own live$, or as many of them as could be favec!, as 
the lives of the crew. Some of them yielded ; fome of 
them were killed in the fcuffle. Eut many of them 
a£lually jumped into the fea, and were drowned, thus 
preferring death to the mifery they felt on board i while 
others hung to the fhip repenting of their raihnefS) be- 
wailing with frightful noifes, their horrid fate. Thus the 
whole fhip exhibited nothing but one hideous fcene of 
wretchednefs. Thofe who were fubdued into obedience^ 
and fecured in chains, were feized with flux, which car« 
ried off many. Thefe things were proved on trial by a 
Britifh Jury, which had to confider whether this was a 
lofs which fell within the policy of infurance, the negroes 
being regarded as if they had been only a cargo of iead 
matter. My Lords, many inftances might alio be given 
of mortality on board (hips in this Traffick, where the 
voyage havuig been unufually protra^ied, famine has 
vifited the fliip ; and death has Kept pretty even pace with 
the fhort allowance. My Lords, thefe are fcenes much 
too (hocking to be defcribed : and I a(k your LordQiips, is 
it poffible that you fliould voluntarily ailent to the con- 
tinuance of fo much mifery, which you have the power 
of preventing J or tliat you fliould deem this Traffick 
confiftent with humanity or juflice ? No, my Lords, it is 
impoflible. 

It has been faid that this Trade has always fubfifted, and 
therefore muft be endured.- My Lords, I know that great 
evils have cxifted from age to age in this world, but I 
know too that many of them have been remedied by the 
progrefs of civilization : and is it not our duty, my 
Lords, to do every thing in our power to remove them? 
Should we not, my Lords, exult in the confideradon that 
we, the inhabitants of a fmall ifland, at the extremity of 
the globe, almoft at its north pole^ are become the morn- 
ing ftar to enlighten the nations of the earth, and condud: 
them out of the fhades of darknefs into the realms of 
light, thus exhibiting to an afloniflied and admiring world 
the bleflings of a free conflitution ? Should we negled: a 
duty of fuch importance, which we owe to our own cha- 
rafter, as well as to the happinefs of fo large a portion of 
the human race ; and that at a time when we know we 
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can, Vfith facility, perform that duty ? — My Lords, I can- 
not believe your Lordihips will fuffer to efcape from you 
an opportunity fo glorious. 

But, my Lords, it is faid we fhall greatly fuffer if this 
Trade mould be abolifhed. My Lords, we ihall not 
fufFer ; for, believe me, our duty and our intereft are in 
this inftance infeparable : indeed I believe them to be 
fo, if not always, yet much oftener than fordid minds 
^ill allow. I fay, my Lords, that our intereft and our 
duty are infeparable here. There was a day when I 
doubted the policy of going to the full extent of what is 
now profefled to be in view, being at that time perfuaded 
tjiat yoa could not, witliout great injury to your colonies, 
j^bddenly abolifli this Trade. But you are in a very different 
•.<fituation now. The colonies might then have alleged 
that they had been taken by furprizej but that cannot 
^ alleged now, for the colonies have had ample time to 
j^bparc for that which you are now doing. 

The propofed meafure, it is faid, will afFe£l our gene- 
ral intereft. . I am fure, my Lords, that can never be the 
cafe. I have no difficulty in faying, in the face of the 
world, that I cm moft decidedly of opinion that the beft 
interefts of every nation depend on its obferving, in its 
adls, tlie principles of juftice and humanity and the pre- 
cept* of the holy religion we profefs. I fay this of go- 
vernments generally, but it applies more emphatically to 
the government of Great Britain, founded as it is, upon 
thefe principles and precepts. 

My Lords, after all that has been faid upon this fubjed, 
I do not find any thyig like an argument againft the 
Refolution which is now before you. All that has been 
attempted to be proved is, that it is imprafticable. It is 
impoflible to know tliat without feme trial. The prefent 
Refolution does not point out the mode in which the 
Abolition of the Slave Trade is to be efFefted, but I am 
. convinced that a praftical mode may, without much dif- 
ficulty, be found : and therefore, as a ftep leading to that 
defirable obje&, I heartily aflent to the Refolution now 
before your Lordfliips. 
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The Earl of Westmoreland — My Lords, the prcfcnC 
^Ueftion is not a quelHon merely between the MerchaiitiJ 
of Liverpool, and thofe who wilh to abolifh the African 
Slave Trade j nor a queftion between the Merchants of 
England, and the Friends of the Abolition ; but it is a 
queftion which involves the intercfts and the fafety of 
every individual in the Britifh Empire, whatever his fitu- 
ation may be in life : becaufe the defalcation of the Reve- 
nue, which would be the refult of the Abolition, muft ht 
made up by taxes laid upon them. Nor can I feparate 
from immediate Abolition the Emancipation of all the 
Negroes in the Weft Indies. 

My- Lords, I would aik you upon what evidence of tlift 
necellity of the thing, are we now called upon to libel the 
conduft of our anceftors, who have, by their aftions, flievm " 
you that they tliought it a wife fyftem of policy to follow 
this Trade ? I regard the prefent meafure merely as an W^ 
tempt to obtain a vote upon an abftraft principle, whicri 
though it may appear, upon the face of it, to be theoretically * 
correct, is yet without any practical utility ; becaufe you 
are without the means of carrying it into efFedi. I fay 
that a part of this Refolution may be true, and part of it 
may be falfe. The African Slave Trade may be contrary 
to humanity, and contrary to generofity too, as well as 
contrary to juftice, and yet it may be politick. (Hear ! 
Hear ! Hear ! from Lord Grenville and feveral other 
Peers) I repeat that I think that this or any other traffick 
may be confiftent with found policy, and at the fame 
time be confidered inconliftcnt with juftice ahd humanity. 
1 think too it may be inconfiftent with humanity, without 
being inconfiftent with juftice, for that is the cafe always 
when you execute a criminal, or when you engage in war. 

My Lords, then let us fee what the Refolution is. I 
would afk. Is this a pledge or not ? If it is, I think you 
ihould not pledge yourfelves to take away the property 
of others, without hearing Counfel on their behalf, and 
hearing what evidence they may have to adduce in fup-. 
port of their cafe. But if this pledge is given, and is 
afterwards not redeemed, your charadler will be afFeded- 
and your Lordfliips will allow me to fay, that this is an 

improper 



( 127 ) 

improper declaration for you to make oh this occafiom 
before you fee your way before you. 

My Lords, can any man tell what effeft this meafurc 
may b^m on the Colonies, on the Revenue derived from 
them, jn on the Property yefted in them ? You are pro- 
ceeding in the total abfence of evidence on thefe points. 
And who can tell your Lordfliips, what will be the ftate 
of the regroes when this Refolution fliall be received in 
\ tlie Colonies ? 

My Lords, fourteen years ago this queftion was ex^m 
mined, fince which notliing has been dpn^ upon the fub» 
jeft, a fa£l: which ought to fatisfy us that nothing can 
fafely be attempted, in the way of aboliihing the Africaa 
Slave Trade. 

My Lords, this Refolution ftates, that the Africaa 
Slave Trade is contrary to the principles of juftice, humar 
xdiMf and found policy ; and thefe are the premifes which 
fCWiftitute the foundation ,of the Refolution which fol- 
lows, expreflive of your determination to abolifli this 
traffick. My Lords, in the fir ft place, let us confider 
the n»atter as to juftice. I confider juftice, in this cafe, 
as governed by the Jus Gentium. Let us fee whether 
the Slave Trade be inconfiftent with that or not, I main- 
tain it is not ; and I confider this Refolution as a libel 
upon the ancient law of England, and a bill of indift- 
. nient filed againft pur anceftors,by whom the Slave Trade 
•was inftituted. Now, what is the courfe of this traffick ? 
Let us take it up at the beginning, I mean, in Africa. Tft# 
charge made againft the traffick is, that of taking men and 
their families from tlie Coaft of Africa, and making 
Slaves for ever of them in the Weft Indies. Now, my 
Lords, it appears to me, that the taking them from the 
Coaft of Africa is a trivial offence in comparifon to keep- 
ing them in Havery for ever, according to the arguments 
of the Noble Lord who brought this Refolution forward, 
which were chiefly direfted againft flavery in geileral : 
and yet that is the very thing vv:hich he propofes not to 
.be difcontlnued. ' But if the taking them from the Coaft 
of Africa be unjuft, it muft be againft the law of nature 
and of nations. Now, my Jiords, J fay tjiat the purchafe 
of Slaves is not contrary to the law of nations. It is laid 
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down by the beft authotities on the law of nations, that 
trading by afts of violence, and procuring merchandize by 
terror, are contrary to the law of nations. But die Slave 
Trade is a trade with tlie confent of the inhjdjkaints of 
two nations, and procured by no terror, or awf aft of 
violence whatever. Now, what is proved by the law of 
nations ? The friends of the Abolition themfelves admit 
that from the firft ages of the world flavery has exiftcd, 
mot only on the Continent of Africa, but over all parts of 
the habitable globe ; in Greece, in Perfia, and alfo among 
the Romans : and I would compare the fervile condition 
of the Slaves in any of thefe ancient States, with the fcr- 
vjle condition of the negroes now in the Weft Indies* 
(Hear ! Hear ! Hear !) And, my Lords, the nation which, 
in ancient days, was under the fpecial care and direSion 
of Providence, admitted of flavery j and we find it re- 
corded in Holy Writ, r 

*' Both thy bond-men and thy bond-maids which thbti 
** flialt have, fhall be of the Heathen that are round about 
^* you ; of them fliall ye buy bond-men and bond- 
« maids" 

** And ye fliall take them as an inheritance for your 
** children after you, to inherit them for a poffeflioh ; 
** they fliall be your bondmen for ever." 

But a Reverend Prelate has ftated that they were to be 
relieved from this ftate at the' end of the 50th year, and his 
ftatement was certainly correft in that particular. He was 
alfo corre^ in what he quoted from the New Teftamcnt, 
which certainly does not forbid flavery but the reverfe, by 
inculcating fubmifllon to it ; for, in every country where 
the Chriftian religion was firft preached, there exifted 
flavery 5 and that which the Reverend Prelate quoted about 
<* the Stealers of Men" was a matter which did not refer 
to the Chriftian religion, but it was a mere alluiion to that 
which was done contrary to a civil compadi founded upon 
municipal authority. But this does not prove that th6 
pra£lice was contrary to the Jus Gentium, which fe the 
only meafure of juftice between States. On the con- 
trary, I fay, it is proved by the Jus Gentium, that the 
African Slave Trade i^ not contrarv to the principles of 
juiticc. 

As 
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As. to the queftion of the pra£lice t>eing contrary to 
Kumanity, the Noble and Learned Lord (Lord Erskine:) 
who fpoke with ^eat feislihg upon this fubje(%, infifts it 
IS fo. But if wC) fittiilg here as Legiflatbi-s, were to (et 
our £ace8 againft every thing we diflike, and to make laws 
to prohibit every thing which appears to us to be in# 
human, I am afraid, that through the prevalence of the 
fame fort of eloquence, Much of the lecurity on which 
our lives and property depend, wt)uld be fhaken if not 
totally deftroyed. The queftion is, not whether there be 
not fome evil attending the Slave Trade ; but whether, 
by the meafure now before your Lordfliips, we fliall in* 
creafe or diminifh the quantum of human mifety in th^ 
world ? That is the true queftion, and it is a queftion 
which we (hould difcufs deliberately, and decide with 
caution. If you could improve the whole Continent of 
Africa by this vote, it would be a good meafure indeed, 
but that is out of the queftion. One half of it is made up 
bf flaves. Then what will be gained to the caufe df 
humanity after you (hall have agreed to abolifti the Slav^ 
^Trade, fuppofing you to be able to abolifli it ? I belifev^ 
that if you were able to carry the queftion of Abolition to 
day, not one. Have lefs would be taken away from th^e 
Coaft of Africa. It has been faid that America is about 
. to give up the whole of the Slave Trade. My Lords^ > 
believe that to be, at prefent, no more than a fpeculation. 
But fuppofe North America ftiould give up this Traffick ; 
do you think, my Lords, that South America will give it 
up r lid you think the Portuguefe or the Spaniards will 
give it up ? Certainly they will not; therefore every man 
who looks at the thing muft plainly fee, that our giving 
up this Trade is nothing more than rejSgning, into the 
hands of/the Portuguefe and S^aniirds, that profit which, 
at prefefit, h our own. My Lords, Have you fettled with 
the Emperor of France upon this fiibjeft ? Have you his 
concurrence? Wcki^ow, full well, his fentiments upon 
it ; and we know that he has no notion of an Abolition of 
the Slave Trade. 

The next point ^ich I come to \i the policy of the 
nieafure which is now before U$i and here I muft confcfs 
that I almoft trtmbit at the confequeiices of its adoption. 
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I fhall Qot enter Into calculations, but I will venture te 
fay, that the property connefled with this queftion, and 
wmch depends on the wife decifion of it, is not lefs than 
.jffiop,oo9,Qoo of property or very near it. The annual 
jproduce of the Iflands is jei8>ooo,ooo, and it yields a 
jevenuc of 4^4,060,000; and I defire that nothing may be 
done to injure fuch imnaenfe property ; and, I fay, it is 
•dangerous to difcufs luiy thing that may have that eSe^^ 
'uniefs you are prepared to come to foine falutary regu- 
lation tor it3 proteftioji. 

[^ My Lords, let us look at the ftate of the cultivation .of 
bur Iflands. Many have faid and now fay, that the black 

fopulation may be kept up in the Iflands ; but moft of the 
Planters, who are perfons whom we fliould fuppofe to 
know that fubjedl bcfl, are of a different opinion. . They 
tell you, it is impoffiblc, not only to improve uncultivated 
Jand, but to continue to work tliat which is already cul- 
tivated, without frefli importations of negroes from Africa: 
So far are they from doubling their population in the 
.period which has been ftated, that they decreafe. But if 
you would leave tlie queftion alone we ihould be fatisfied: 
,we are only ruined by thefe difcuOTions. 

My Lords ; I maintain that no cafe has been made out 
to call for your Lordfhips interference in regard to this 
TrafEck. I objeft to your entering into it on account of 
the feafon of the year being an improper one, becaufe 
^you have no time to come to a juft decifion upon it ; and 
;it is a queftion the deciiion of which involves the chara&er 
of Parliament. 

My Lords, I have had the misfortune to fall under the 
Jifpleafure. of the Noble Lord oppofite to me, (Lord 
Gsuenville). Let him however take care tliat his 2eal 
dpe$ not tranfport him beyond propriety on this important 
occafion.3 and when I refle£l that the wealth aiid property 
joi individuals and the law of the land, are attempted to 
be iavaded]( I muft be excufed if I (peak boldly when I 
ftand up in their defence. I maintain that this meafure 
arraigns dbie wifdom of the law and ^e condudl of our 
anceftors \ of the asceftors of that Noble Lord, as well as 
vi my own. My Lords \ on thefe grounds, I think that 
;d3J8 £[ueftion ftiould not now be put. 
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. The Bifliop of St. Asaph. — ^My Lords, I cannot but 
dffent to every part of the Refolution now before youi^ 
^.ordfliips- at any feafon of the year, or any day or thrf 
year, or any hour of the day. My Lords,' I conceive that 
hi the difcuffion of this fubjedl, the merits or rather de-' 
merits of Slavery, and of the African Slave Trade, wer^ 
but diftinftly and a part from each other, by the Nobl^ 
Baron w^ho opened this debate, and who proppfed thil? 
Refolution i but by the Noble Earl who fpoke laft; thef 
appear to have been blended together, and confounded, ' ' 

My Lords, when we confider the Slave Trade, ind 
Slavery, we muft feel, that by each, though in different 
degrees of wretchednefs, a human being is degraded be4 
few the proper condition of a man. 

My Lords, even if I werfe tp allow that tiie flaves in th^ 
Weft Indies receive, from the liberality of the Planter^ 
all the alleviation which tlieir condition will admit, yet I 
would fay that they cannot be otherwife than miferablej 
for, if you were to pamper them with the moft exquifice 
delicacies, or put them to reft pn " a bed of rofes," ^ 
flave will be ftill a flave. And yet I am doubtful whether 
it would be wife, politick, or hunfiane, by any legiilative 
meafure, at oncey materially^ to alter the ftiate of thofe whi 
are in that unfortunate condition. But the queftion is 
not concerning the alteration of this condition, but 
whether you fliall abolifh the pradlice by which they.are 
put in that condition. The queftion now before this 
jioufe is. Whether it is juft, humane, or politick, in us fb 
to place them ? I think that queftion yery eafily artfwered. 
My Lords, I find it difficult to form any one notion of 
hunjanity, which does not include a defire of promoting 
the happinefs of every human creature with whom we 
come in conta<9:, or whofe condition, in any degree, de- 
pends on us I know of no juftice which is not founded 
on that golden rule of ethicks ; " to do unto others whtt 
«' we would they fhould do unto us." And thefe prin- 
ciples of humanity and juftice, are fo clear and abfolute, 
in my mind, that I find it difficult tp make them clearer. 
Perhaps no difficulty is greater than that of arguing 
3 proportion which is fclf evident \ and that I take to be 

R2 tK^ 
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{he ^l\2Xi(ktt of tlie propofidon that the Slave Trade h 
Vnjuft and inhuman. 

mj Lordsj it had been faid that all nations have had 
flaves I that flavery has exifted in one ihape or another, 
|rom the beginning of the world to the prefent day. But, 
|ny Lords^ although flavery may have exiiled, in fomedegree|| 
^t all timeS| in the world ; has the Slave Trade always 
exifted ? Certainly it has not. My Lords, there is no for( 
of doubt that flavery may have exifted in various parts of 
the world from the eariieft times down to the prefen^ day, 
but it was flavery of a very different kind from that whicA 
attends the African Slave Trade. And when the Noble 
Lord, who has juft preceded me in this debate, talks of 
the flavery of Perfia, and of ancient Greece, or of any 
other part of the world in ancient times, I woi^ld venture 
to aflc him whether he knows, or thinks he can jind, in 
all antiquity ; whether in the whole courfe of his reading, 
however copious it may have been ; or in the whole courfe 
pf his refearch, however profound j any thing refembling 
the hardftiips or the cruelties of the African Slave Trade— 
apra£):ice, founded on an abfolute contempt for the mifery 
pz thofe who are its pbje^s, by which human beings are 
tranfported by thoufands from one quarter of the world to 
the other, with a total disregard to all the feelings of 
humanity ? My Lords, I deny it, I aver that nothing like 
the African Slave Trade was ever praftifed in any nation 
upon the face pf the earth at any time. 

My Lordsi, if th^ praftiqe oi the African Slave Trade 
he repugnant, as I fay it is, to juftice and humanity, I 
own i dp not fee how, without aiding and abetting injuf* 
tice and inhumanity, any man can fanftion it : • and 
as the Noble Earl on the other fide does npt differ from 
us upon the impropriety of fupporting injufticcr or of 

fiving countenance to inhumanity 5 and as another Noble 
•ord (Hawkesbui^y), who diflents from the Refolution 
now before your Lordfliips, has admitted, that if it could 
be made to appear, that the African Slave Trade is contrary 
to the principles of juftice arid humanity,the queftion woul^ 
be at an end ; I do not fee how they, or either of them, caui 
fandtlon the continuance of the African Slave Trade* 



( '33 ) . 

» • • • 

My Lords, I (hould haye had nothing to fay on that 
part of the fubjeft, Jiad not the Noble Earl attempted to 
queftton the application of the doSrine of the JJew Tefta-* 
{pent to the fubjeft before us, as quoted by the Reverend 
Prelate near me ; whofe fpeech appeared to n^e to be 4 
complete anfyirer to every thing that has ever been faid on 
the fubjeft of the Chrillian religion being favourable tp 
tjj^ continuance of flavery in the world. Tl^at Reverend 
trelaj? dated from »the Old Teftameht moft corre£ilyj 
that among the Jews, perfons of their own tribes could not 
be continued in flavery longer than (ix years : the feventh 
was' their year of releafe, when the Jews who were in 
bondage were releafed. And even flaves of other nations, 
and who were not Jews, were fet at liberty on the jubilee, 
which was every fiftieth year. 

My Lords, to fliew how little encouragement the an* 
cieht Mofaic law gave to flavery, I will refer your Lord- 
ihips to the text, 

** And if thy brother an Hebrew man, or an Hebrew 
*^ woman, be fold unto thee, and ferve thee fix years, 
** then in the feventh year thou (halt let him go free from 
« thee," 

*' And when thou /endeft him out froih thpe thou 
" flialt not let him go away empty." 

** Thou fhalt furnifli him liberally put of thy flock, and 
** put of thy floor, and out of thy wine prefs : of that 
** wherewith the Lord thy God hath bleffed thee thou 
" fljalt give unto him." 

Thus we fee what the Hebrew law 'vp.% concerning 
Slavery. I do not know that I can immediately find the 
pafl^ajgej I dare fay the Noble Earl oppofite to me can 
find it for me \ but there certainly is a paflTage in the Old 
Teftament, in which it appears that the Hebrew law pro- 
vided for the cafe of a Slave who fliould become fo 
attached to his mafter's family that he fhould not choofe 
to quit him on the year of the releafe, when he was en- 
titled to his difcharge by the Hebrew law. 

I come now to the manner in which the Hebrew law 
provided for thpfe Slaves, who Were not Jews, apd who 
^ere enflaved^r ever^ as it was called. 
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1' And thou flialt number feven fabbathi of the yftr 
•* unto thee, feven times feven years, and the fpace of 
^* feven fabbaths of years fhall be unto thee forty and 
** nine years. 

" Then (halt thou caufe the trumpet of the Jubilee Id 
** found on the tenth day of the feventh month \ in the 
^* day of atonement fhall ye make the trumpet foun4 
^ throughout all your land. 

** And ye (hall hallow the fiftieth year, and pro* 
** claim liberty through all the land, unto all the inhabit* 
** ants thereof : it fliall be a Jubilee unto yon \ and ye 
** fhall return every man unto his poffeffion, and ye fhall 
** return every man into his family.'* 

The Noble Earl quoted a paflage out of the Old Tefta- 
ment, by which he maintains th^t thofe of the Heathen 
who were Slaves fliould be held in bondage ^^forever^ 
If the Noble Earl had continued his fearch a little fur- 
ther, he vvould have found, that the words *^for ev€Ty 
are her^ intended merely to fignify a long time ; for that 
even this fentence of flavery^or ever terminated at the yeajT 
of the Jubilee. So that we find, my Lords, that the prin- 
ciple of perpetual flavery is totally inconfiflent with the 
Jewifh law. As to the Chriftian fyftem, it is to ^e pb- 
ferved that Chriftlanity itfelf did not apply to any pardr 
cular political conftitution, but may be folloved without 
diflurbing any \ for our Saviour's kingdom " was not of 
this world. His doftrine had for its objefts the glory of 
God, and peace on earth and good will to man: and 
.it is calculated to improve the nxinds and promote the 
happinefs of the whole human race. ?ut with refpeft to 
the Slave Trade ; to the employment of fhips ta tranfe 
port a vaft number of human beings from one part of the 
world to another ; it is not countenanced by the do£lrine 
of the Chriftian religion, and there is no.fuch thing in the 
ancient Hiflory of the World, in any part of it, under 
any circum (lances whatever. 

But, my Lords, when we come down to Chriftianityt 
we find that dealers in Slaves are held among the wpra 
of. the human race. Dealing in Slaves is h^ld to .be an 
infamous profefRon. Saint Paul, in his Epiftle to Timq* 
THr, t€A^ us what the Dealers in Slaves are, and who 
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;ite their companions. The Slave Dealers are called 
** Stealers of Men** «»5/)a;iro^/r«r or «j»^pa*oJir«r; and their 
companions are liars, perjurers, murderers, parricides, and 
fodomites. Such is the company in which the Slave 
Dealers are put, my Lords \ aiid yet this is the authority 
to -which the Noble Earl thinks right to refer for th« 
defence of the Slave Trade. 

My Lords, the whole of the evidence taken before the 
Privy Council, taken before the Houfe of Commons, and 
taken here, I have read; and it is my firm opinion that 
even policy, fuppofing it could be feparated from juftice 
and humanity, which, I think, it cannot, would require 
the Abolition of this Traffick. And I am happy that the 
Noble Lord over the way (Lord Hawkesbury) declared 
his fentiment to be, that if the injuftice and inhumanity 
of the Trade could be made out, the quefUon ftiould be 
at an end, for that which is inhuman and unjuft, muft 
not be defended under any idea of policy \ and I would 
take the liberty of adding, that nothing which is inhuman 
^nd unjuft can ever be politick. But this is not all, for 
It is further my opinion, that if the African Slave Trade 
were abolifhed, the Weft India Iflands" would be better 
cultivated than they have ever been ; for the Abolition 
of the African importation will, neceflarily, as well as 
naturally, improve the condition of the negroes in the 
Weft Indies, and make them more and more to approxi- 
mate to the condition of Free men \ and as they beccme 
fo, the better will the iflands be cultivated. My Lords, if 
I am right in regarding this Traffick as unjuft and inhu- 
jnan, the opening of frefti lands cannot be admitted as a 
teafon for the continuance of the African Slave Trade ; 
for you cannot be allowed to manure your land with the 
carcafes of the poor and helplefs Africi::3. As to the 
abilradi principles which were, for a wliile, cherlftied in 
France, and which the Noble Lord oppoHte to me feems 
to think were the caufe of infurredtion in Saint Domingo ; 
they might have had the efFe£l of unfettling fome men's 
minds; but they could never have had the efFeft which 
^ .was produced in Saint Domingo, if it had not been for 
the vaft proportion of the black population of that ifland^ 
Vbichwas occafion«d by the importations frotri Mtv^*^. 
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My Lords, on thefe grounds I do entirely and mofl; 
heartily concur in every part of this Refolution. Indeed 
t cannot fee how this queftion can be debated ; for you 
cannot hefitate to fay that injuftice is injustice, and that 
inhumanity is inhiunanity. 

The Earl of SurroLK fupported the Refolution. His 
Lordfliip denied the propofition that the Iflands could not 
be cultivated without frefli importations of negroes. The 
Noble Earl was confidjcnt that th^ population of all the 
Iflands would be fufficient and could be eafily kept tip by 
good treatment, fo as to be abundantly fufficient for the 
cultivation of the Colonies ; and entered into a detail of 
calculations from the year 1772 downward in fupport of 
that ftatement. He was further of opinion, mat the 
miferies of the Ifland of St. Domingo were owing to the 
vaft importation of flaves. The Noble Earl was fo firmly 
convinced of the inhumanity and injuftice of the African 
Slave Trade, and of the propriety of this Refolution, tliat 
if any adlion of his life fliould be recorded, he ihould b6 
glad that the vote he fhould give on this ocCaGon (hduld 
have that honour. 

Lord Holland. — My Lords, the point before us has 
been fo amply difcufled, the evidence on which it refts 
has been fo long in the pofleffion, and fo deeply impreffed 
upon the minds of your Lordfliips, and fo ably enforced 
upon your recoUeftion this night, by feveral Noble Lords, 
and by the two Reverend and Learned Prelates who have 
preceded me in this debate, that it would be fiipeifluous 
in me to enter much at large into the general queftion of 
the Slave Trade. I rife for the ptfrpole of making a few 
obfervations on fome things which. fell from the Nobld 
Earl, and alfo from a Noble Friend of mine, oyer th6 
way, who treated this as an abftrafl: queftion. 

The Noble Lord (Lord Hawkesbury) contends thjlt 
this is not a proper time for the propofed Refolution, al- 
though he readily admitSj with as much corre£lneft 
of logick, as honourable feeling, that if the praftice of . 
tlie African Slave Trade be unjuft and inhuman, it muft 
b? impolitick. The Noble Earl tWESTMOEElAND) how- 
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«ffser, "ins df a different opinion, and (aid th^ a]« 
thoa|h it be unjufl: and inhuman^ it does not IFoIlo^ 
that It is impolitick. And thereforei he fayS| it may biW {^ 
queAion whether you fliould abolilh it \ even admitting ]| 
Co be unjuft and inhuman. But it is faid that it is quitr 
improper to urge any decifion upon a fubje^ of this im^r 
oortance in the preftnt period of the feilion. Now your 
liOrdfliips will recoiled, that whenever your attention if 
called to any meafure conne£^ed with th^ African blavf 
Trade, there are certain Noble Lords, the Noble Earl i^ 
particular, who never fail to call for delay. He is now 
calling for delay, and for an opportunity of hearing fuvf 
Cher evidence, although we have abundant evidence upon 
that fubje£t. But the Noble Earl does not care what tl^ 
evidence fays on either fide. He will maintain, } am furf 
he will, that the African Slave Trade ought never to he 
abolifhed. He will think nothing of what any man mzf 
fay, or what any number of men may f^y, except wh^ 
they do fay is not at variance with his own opinion. Th^ 
argument againft the Refclution amounts to this, that^ 
however abhorrent to our nature the African Slave Trade 
may be ; although we are all agreed that the TrafBck is 
unjuft and inhuman; yet your Lordftiips ought not tO 
,ezprefs that which is already on the Journals of another 
Houfe of Parliament, and engraven on the be^rt of almoft 
every man in this country, namely, that the African Slave 
Trade is an unjuft and inhuman Trade, a Trade which I 
fay we are bound in duty to abolifh, leaving the mode d£ 
that Abolition to future difcuflion and inquiry, merely 
.))ecaufe a Bill has not been brought in for its Abolition. 

My Lords, the Noble Earl took a diftindion b.etwe^ 
juftice, humanity, jand found policy. There are men who 
may be difpofed to affirm that that which is unjuft may 
neverthelefs be politick; though God forbid that we 
(hould ever admit fuch diftindiions in this country. But 
the Noble Earl goes farther, and fays that a thing may be 
inhuman and yet not unjuft ; and he puts the c^e of the 
execution of a criminal as a proof of it. My Lords, this 
is really confounding all notions of right and wrong in 
human inftitutions, and breaking down the barriers and 
undoing the ties by which (bciety is bWd together^ fot 
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the execution of a criminal is what humanity itftlf fn^y 
Call for no lefs than juftice ; becaufe the execution of an 
atrocious criminal, a murderer for example, may be, and 
very often is, humanity to the reft of the community in 
which we live. Therefore, when a criminal is juftij 
executed, the execution is, properly fpeaking^ both juu 
and humane, juftice to the individual who fufiers, and 
humanity to the great body of the people, and particularly 
as it operates to prevent crimes. The fafety of the whole 
community is interefted in the execution of a crimihal. 

But it is faid, that if our obje£l be to prevent human 
mifery, we (hall not accomplifh it by the meafure now be- 
fore us ; and the Noble Earl threw out a hint that all Mre are 
taow doing will end in nothing, for that other nations will 
not join us, nor follow .our example. My Lords, I do not 
pretend to know what other nations will do ^ but this I do 
know, that it is not for us to continue to aft with injuftice 
and inhumanity, becaufe other nations may refufe todifcon^ 
tinue their injuftice and inhumanity. It is not for me to 
fay I will continue to a£t unjuftly and inhumanly, towards 
ihe inhabitants of Africa, becaufe I cannot prevent others 
from being unjuft and inhuman towards them. That the 
iniquity of others is any juftification of mine, is a prin« 
ciple which can never receive the fanftion of this Houfe, 
becaufe it is repugnant to the principles of common fenfe, 
and is a prppontlon at which the feelings of every 
,)ioneft EngUfhman muft revolt. But, my Lords,* are we 
fure that others nvould take it up ? or if they did, at all 
events much of the evil would be diminifhed, becaufe 
they cannot carry it on to any thing like the eictent which 
^f do. 

But the Noble Earl aflcs my Noble Friend who brought 
thi§ Refolution forward, why don't you emancipate the 
Slaves -in die Weft Indies, as well as abolifii the Trade 
from the Coaft of Africa 5 for your argument is all 
ag^inft flavery in general ? My Lords, my Noble Friend 
who opened this debate, cannot be mifunderftood upon 
that fubje£l, becaufe he fpoke upon it quite diftin£]tly, and 
very clearly. He ftated that it would be quite impoffible 
to emancipate the Slaves in the Weft Indies, for the pre- 
./e^pt» :i^<9^c thf y atf quit^ incapabje of receiving free* 
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dom in dieir prefent' (late> altliough that mty, 'and-pro^i. 
baUyj will bei the ultimate effeSt of the Abolition. I 
fay uiat, at prefent, the negroes in the Weft IhdieSi are 
incapable of receiving emancipation. I fay that, at pre-^ 
fent you cannot make any regulation upon that fubjefi ; 
poffibly it may never become neceflary for you to make 
any. But I fay aifo, that it is impoflible for you to 
confent that the African Slave Trade fhall be continued* 
merely becaufe the eWe6i of the Abolition may ulti* 
mately be, that of the emancipation of the Slaves in the 
Weft Indies. 

But the Noble Lord has faid^ that all the planters are 
againft the Abolition of the African Slave Trade, and, that 
without their confent, you never can accompli{h it. Now, 
my Ix>rds> the h€t will not bear the Noble Lord out in 
rfiat aflertion ; for it is very far from being the conviftion 
of all who have confiderable property in that country, that 
fhe continuance of the African importation is neceffary. 
It certainly is not mine, although I have become pofTefied 
of confiderable property in that part of the world. Pecu- 
liar hardihips are the neceflary effefk of every new import* 
ation of negroes, for they are more untraceable than thofe 
who have long been on the iflands. If you ftop thefe 
freih fupplies from Africa, you can abate the rigour of 
the treatment of the Slaves you have, and it will become 
the intereft of their mafters to treat them kindly. You 
will then place the proprietor in a fituation in which it is 
defirable be fliould be placed, a fituation wherein it is 
his intereft to improve the minds of his Slaves ; and then, 
I am convinced, that the progrefs of civilization will be 
fuch as to put an end, in time, to the whole evil. 

But, the Noble Earl has alked, what would be th^ 
cfFeft of attempting to abolifti the Slave Trade, again,ft 
the opinion of all tlie planters ? He fays they are all of 
opinion that tlie cultivation cannot be carried on without 
frelh importation. I beg leave to differ from him upon 
the faft. I believe, my Lords, that experience does not 
bear him out in that aflertion. There is one ifland in the 
Weft Indies^ into which no Slaves whatever are imported- 
I believe that fome are even exported from Antigua, and 
few or w Slaves have been imported intp it tot ni'&.tv?^ 
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years. As to Jamaica, although, in one year, -i$,ooa 
died in confequence of a famine occafioned by hunicanes,; 
notwithftanding all the difadvantages of the bad fyftem 
tKrhich is followed there, the excefs of deaths during the 
twenty years preceding 1788 was over the births only one 
per cent. Deducing, however, the mortality of the newly 
imported Slaves, and taking the calculation upon the 
negroes born in the iiland, or thofe who had been long 
Acre, the mortality was confiderably lefs than one per 
tent. I fay, then, I have a right to argue, that the 
negroes, with good treatment, would not only maintain^ 
but increafe the population, if there were no frefli import- 
ation from the Coaft of Africa. When I hear, therefore^ 
Weft India planters affirm, that they are not able to keep 
up the population of Slaves in the Weft Indies, without 
freih importation from Africa, I know that the aflertioit 
arifes from a fuperficial view of the fubjed. The cali- 
culation of the mortality is made, including the newly 
hnported negroes. But thefe fhould not be included in 
h, when we are confidering whether the iflands can keep 
tip their population. I know too, that although it is not the 
feafe that every planter, any more than any other clafs of 
inen, is deftitute of feeling for the mifery of others, while 
he profits by it : yet God knows it is the cafe with top 
fnany ; and therefore while it is not made the immediate 
intereft of the planters to encourage population on the 
iflands, as is the cafe at prefent, we fliall find them care 
Icfs of the means of increafing that population. But the 
population would be abundantly fufficient, under proper- 
treatment, and to this nothing will fo foon conduce as 
the Abolition of the African Slave Trade. I agree, how* 
ever, that if all the uncultivated lands in Jamaica are tq 
be brought into cultivation, it is very true that the popur 
lation in that ifland is not fufficient. But, my Lords, are 
we to fay, that we have a right to rob on the high fcas, 
and turn pirates, or executioners for every petty tyrant in 
Africa, in order that every holder of a bit of land in the 
ifland of Jamaica may be able to cultivate the whole of his 
allotment, a work which may require centuries ? No, my 
Lords, no 5 we ought to be fatisfied vrith going on with 
that which is cultivated ^ead?j v*'^** ^'^™^®»-^>-^'°*^ 
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fine, who am interefted to a ccmfider^ble cfxtenti in jitAt$ 

perty of this kind in the Weft Indies, and mufi: feel warm 
viihes for its welfare, do fay, from the firm convidion of 
piy mind, nfter much reflexion, that it is not only the 
true intereft of the planters to have the Abolition adopted ; 
but that it is the intereft of the planters to have that 
courfe taken, more than it is the intereft of any other fcl; 
pf men. 

My Lords, it is proved beyond all doubt, that dic» 
new importations of negroes bring with them many evila^ 
and among thofe evils, difeafes which have ravaged the 
plantations. The fyftem by which they are broken in, te 
perform their labour, is, and necefiarily is, a fyftem of 
ftripes, of cruelty, and of complicated hardihips. Thefe 
9gain are calculated to produce rebellion. Thus has it 
been in Saint Domingo. The horrors in that iiland were 
chiefly occafioned by thofe who had been recently im*- 
ported into it. 

MyLords,for thefe reafons this Refolution has my hearty 
afient. I wiih, moft heartily, for the total Abolition of 
the African Slave Trade ; becaufe I am convinced in my 
eonfcience, that it is an unjuft and inhuman traffick, de« 
.grading to the charafker of man, and moft difgraceful to 
the chara£):er of the Britifh nation ; and therefore moft 
•decidedly impolitick for this country to continue. My 
liords, that has always been my opinion as an individu^ 
member of the community, ever iince I thought myfelf 
capable of forming an opinion. That is my opinion now^ 
as a Member of the Britifh legiflature. That is my opi- 
nion too, as an individual, who happens to have confider« 
able pergonal intereft in property in the Weft Indies. 
That is my opinion as an Engliftiman wifliing for the pro- 
fperity of the Britifh empire. I think there is no way of 
redeeming the honour of the Britifh nation ; I think there 
48 no way of fecuring the tranquillity and permanent pro- 
.fperity of the colonies themfelves 5 but by the AboUtion 
<)f the African Slave Trade. 

• Lord SiDifoUTH. — My Lords, I fhall detain your Lord* 
fliips but for a very few minutes. If the motion of my 
i^oble Friend Jiad been for the ixnm^^^x.^ fJ(^>a&ics^ c^V 
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die'A&ican Slave Tradei I could not vote for it| althcmgh 
I cordially agree to ^^fuhftance of this Refolurion. If it 
were for the immediate Abolition of the Traffick, which 
I know to be the ardent wi(h of my Noble Friend's hearty 
I could not accede to it \ and I fhould withhold my aflent 
to that propofition upon precifely the fame motive, as that 
by which my Noble Friend would be adiuated in urging 
it, namely, the true intereils of juftice and humanity ; 
Vecaufe I feel a conviction in my own mind, that fuch a 
meafure would not conduce to the intereils of juflice and 
humanity. Qould I feel a convi£lion that the continuance 
of the African Slave Trade for an hour, would be really 
injurious to the caufe of juflice and humanity, the quel* 
tion, with me, would be decided, for policy can not be 
oppofed to humanity and juflice. But, my Lordr, I have 
felt for the lafl twenty years, that, with this Tra^hck art 
fo deieply blended the interefts of this country, and thofe 
of numerous individuals, that we fhould be very cautioitt 
how we proceed. It is out of the power of ]Parliament 
to get rid of this TrafBck with the expedition with which 
we could wifh to fee it extirpated. 

My Lords, it is my firm opinion that it is in the Wefl 
Indies alone the Slave Trade can be abolifhed; and it 
is on that account, and on that account only, that I havQ 
hitherto, withheld my acquiefcence to tlie immediate Abo- 
lition of the Slave Trade. When I find a fufficient in- 
creafe in the black population in the Weil India I (lands, 
to continue the cultivation already eflablifhed in the 
Colonies, then, but not till then, ihall I agree to an 
Abolition of the African Slave Trade. I believe, under 
proper regulations, your black population would admit of 
a natural increafe, and I would fay, by every poi&bte 
means increafe that population ; and I would not, for the 
fake even of the augmentation of the revenue, allow the 
extended cultivation of land in the Wefl Indies, to a£brd 
a pretence of bringing an additional ncgroe from Africa. 
But, before I can aflent to the propofition for the Abo^ 
lition of the TrafBck, as now carried on to continue the 
cultivation of land already allotted arid in ufe ' in 'the 
Weft Indies, I mufl know more of the effedl of the Abo- 
lition than has yet been pointed out. I muft fee what is 
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tSut teal fitttation of the lilands* I muft know what in^ 
creafe of population will be fufficient, ,and what increafe 
of population each Ifiand is likelv to produce, and when 
I (ball find that the population is become fufficient for the 
cultivation, as it now ilands, and there is no longer any 
doubt of its continuance \ then I Ihould fay the queilion 
is decided. 

. My Lords, I conceive that my IS^oble Friend, in bring- 
ing this queftion forward, wifhed to embrace the fupport * 
of all thofe who defire that the Slave Trade fhould be 
abolifhed at all, or in any ihape ;. but I am ferry there are 
in this motion words which make it impoffible for me to 
vote for it. If the words were that Parliament would, 
in the courfe of its next feffion confider of the moft 
efie£t]aal means of efFefting the Abolition of the African 
Slave Trade, I fliould afTent to it ; but I cannot put on 
jthe Journals. of this Houfe of Parliament, what my mind 
4oes not agree to as a truth, I mean, I cannot aflent to 
:the propofition which ftates, that the Slave Trade is in- 
human and unjuft. Not that it is not inhuman and un- 
juft in itfelf ; but that comparing it with that which I 
;think would follow its immediate Abolition, it is not 
jmhuman and unjuft : and I think that the imn>ediate 
Abolition would place us in a ftate in which we ihould, 
;€very day afterwards, go further and further from the 
.accompliOmient of that great objeft which we all aim at, 
and which humanity and juftice require. For, my Lords, 
it is my perfuafion that if you were even to fee all the 
'horrors of this Traffick, and at the fame time you were 
to fee the reafons of it, and you were to look, with atten- 
tion, at the interefts of thofe who are quite as much the 
objects of your care as the Africans can be ; I mean a 
gr^t number of your own countrymen, I am convinced, 
my Lords, you would not think that you were ferving 
.the ciufe of juftice or humanity by the fudden Abolition 
.of this Traffick. I wifh for the Abolition of the Slave 
.Trade} but at the prefent moment, informed as I am, I 
. cannot confent to the putting of that propofition on the 
Journals of an Houfe of Parliament, which ftates that the 
African Slave Trade (under, all the circumftances which 
^tmd it.jsit.tb^ prefent i?\pment} is iinjujl, and inhuni.ir:. 
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tnd impolitick. I admit it to be fo in the abftraft, 43«t| 
relatively fpeaking, I think it is not fo. I therefore cam 
not aflent to the words of this Refolution. It is with 
extreme regret and pain that I withhold my approbation 
from the meafure now before the Houfe. I did the fahui 
thing, from the fame convifbion, fourteen years ago, in 
anomer Houfe of Parliament, in a Committee for con* 
fidering of the moft efFedual means of abolifhing the 
Slave Trade. 

The Earl of Stanhope. — I rife with no intention to 
detain the Houfe long. That appears to me to be un- 
neceiTary; becaufe the Noble Baron who brought this 
buiinefs to-night before your Lordfhips, appears to mc to 
have exhaufted the fubjeft. I cannot, however, help 
expreffing my aftonifhment that a perfon of the defcrip* 
tion of the Noble Vifcount who fpoke lad, (hould hold a 
propofition fo extraordinary, as he has done on this oo 
cafion ; confeffing as he does that the Slave Trade il 
unjuft ; confefTmg, as he has done, that the Slave Trade 
is inhuman; and then faying it is neither inhuman nor 
unjuft to continue that Slave 'Prade. A more paradoxical, 
a more whimfical opinion, I believe was never entertained, 
or more whimfically exprefled in this Houfe. Let him 
talk as he pleafes of the interefts of the Planters, that is 
but a part of the confideration of this fubjedl. The people 
of Africa are not to be forgotten 5 for when we arc talk- 
ing of juftice and humanity, they have a claim upon our 
attention. And what has the Noble Vifcount faid of 
them ? Has he faid any thing of the cruelty of tearing 
away with the moft inhuman violence, from their rela- 
tives, women and innocent and helplefs children ? Can 
the Noble Vifcount maintain that there is any principle of 
human re£);itude that will fupport fuch a practice, on 
account of the pecuniary intereft which fome individuals 
may have in its continuance ? I own, my Lords, I do not 
uiiderftand the praftice of complimenting our Planters in 
the Weft Indies with the lives of men, women and help- 
lefs children, by thoufands, for the fake of fupporting the 
pecuniary interelt of fuch Planters ; of taking them away 
bv thoufands from the Coaft of Africa^ of kiiling hua* 
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dreds of them In this purfuit, and making flaves of the 
reft for ever. Can any thing be more hornble to human 
nature than fuch a practice ? Can any thing in the whole 
hiftory of human cruelty be more hateful than the cooly 
and fyftematically taking children, who have never donfe 
any harm, from their parents and relations, and treating 
them as cruelly as if they were the moft hardened oflFend- 
ers, and enflaving them for life ? Let me tell that Noble 
Vifcount that he may talk as he pleafes j but that this is a 
praftice which never can be defended upon any principle, 
and that to attempt to fay it is juft is an infult on the 
facred name of juftice. My Lords ; I do not pretend to 
be learned in the Hebrew laW; but I think I know 
enough even of that law, to be qUite fure it countenances 
nothing like the African Slave Trade, although the Noble 
Earl attempted to defend it by that law j in which he was 
mofl; compleatly anfwered and refuted by two Reverend 
Prelates, who have fpoken in this debate in a manner that 
has done honour to their heads and hearts. That Noble 
£arl has afked us to look at the practical efFeft of the 
Abolition of the African Slave Trade. My Lords, I will 
tell him what will be the praGical confequence of the 
•Abolition of the African Slave Trade. Firft, it Mnll get 
rid of- the infamous praftices which take place in Africa. 
Secondly, it will put an end tp the horrors of the Middle 
Paflage. Thirdly, it will prevent multitudes of our felloxy 
beings being fold like herds of cattle. Fourthly, if there 
.be any fenfe of felf-intereft in the Planters in tJie Weil 
Indies, a quality for which we ought to give them credit', 
it will make them treat their flaves much better than they 
doatprefent; and this will immediately tend to the in- 
jcreaie of population there j for it is well known that in 
every country, where the people are not ill-treated, popu- 
lation will increafe, as it has dene on the eft ate of Sir 
Philip iGibbs, who is a humane man. Indeed it is a libel 
on common fenfe to fay that they would not uhiverfairy 
increafe, if univerfally well-treatea. But while men wil 
.be inhuman enough to make cold calculations, whether it 
•be cheaper for them to v/ork the negroes to death, and 
rely upon a frefti importation of them when the firft are 
-gone J than to work them moderately, and treat th'^ni 
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kindly 5 and when they find, or think they find, that ctt!- 
elty is more profitable to them than kindnefs j-— *that 
it is cheaper to them to work one fet of negroes to death| 
and Import another, than to ufe thofe they have with 
humanity; it will be in vain to expert any thing like 
humanity from the bulk of them j and until the negroes 
are treated witli humanity, the population of them will 
never increafe. Now, my Lords, abolifli the praftice of 
importation, and thefe cruelties will be at an end ; for 
then, felf-intereft will perform the ofEces of humanity. 
But it is faid that the negroes whom we purchafe are, 
many of them, convifts, who, if we did not purchafe 
them, would be put to death. My Lords, how can Englifli- 
men ftoop to the bafcnefs ; why fhould a Britifh Parlia- 
ment become the hangmen and executioners of thcfentenccs 
pronounced on the convifts of the Coaft of Africa ? 

My Lords, there is only one thing more which I miift 
take'notice of. The Noble Baron (Hawkesbuky) called 
your attention to St. Domingo. The obfervation which 
the Moble Baron made upon that fubjeft was, that all the 
horrors of that Ifland were the confequence of fpeculating 
principles which were current in France. I fay the re- 
yerfe. They were owing to two caufes ; firft, the vail 
number of recently imported negroes there, and next, the 
fcandalous and infamous breach of faith of the French to 
their Colonies. They held out, iri France, an idea of the 
Abolition not only of the Slave Trade, but alfo of all 
Slavery i but they broke tlieir word. They held forth the 
rights of man to the whole human race, and then, in 
pra£lic«, they mofl hifamoully abandoned every article in 
thofe rights, by which they became the contempt and 
fcorn of all the enlightened and the virtuous part of man- 
kind. That was the great caufe of the infurrediion and 
rebellion of St. Domingo, and not the fpeculative prin- 
ciples of France. 

As to the propofition now before the Houfe, I thank 
the Noble Baron for bringing it forwards. I confider it 
as laying the foundation of the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade, and the fooner that end is accompliflied the better 
I fliall like it. 

-^5 to the Abolition of Slavery itfelfj it is a fubjefik 
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^hich has nothing to do with the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade. They are totally diftinfl: things ; and one of the 
wifeft and beft heads I ever met with, was of opinion, 
that firft you fliould abolifh the African Traffick ; but 
that you fhould take care how you abolifh flavery, unlefs 
you are prepared to take another ftep. What is the con^ 
dition of the farmers of this country ? The farmers of 
England are co-proprietors with the landlords^ that is, 
they live by the produce of the foil of the land as well a 
the owner does by the rent of it. Hence it is that the 
land is well cultivated in England. Make the negroes in 
the Weft Indies co-proprietors in like manner in the 
}and| by making them receive payment for their labour 
^rom the produce of the land itfelf ; when they are in a * 
ftate of moral improvement fit to be placed in that con- 
dition, you may abolifh flavery altogether with per* 
feSt f^^fpty. Such a meafure, in due feaibn, I fliould think 
wife and judicious. In that manner you may abolifli 
flavery altogether, but I fhould think it a mofl mifchievou$ 
meafure if tried on any other plan* 

Lord Vifcount SiDMouTH — My Lords, I could not 
have conceived it pofTible, had I not heard it, that I fliould 
Jiave been fo mifcongeived, as the Noble Earl, who has 
juft fat down, has mifconceived me. The Noble Earl 
ilates me to have oppofed tlie interefls of the Planters in 
the Weft Indies to the claims of Africa upon your juftice 
and humanity. My Lords, I have never oppofed the 
claims of juflice and humanity from the inhabitants of 
Africa, by the interefts of the Planters in the Weft Indies, 
or by the interefts of any individual in that or any other 
country. I have ftated an opinion, of which I have not 
yet been divefted by all I have he^rd here to-night, in 
addition to the great deal which I have heard el fe where 
in the courfe of the laft twenty years. That opinion is : 
That the worft mode qf avoiding the horrors, and the 
inoft likely mode of perpetuating the continuance of the 
African Slave Trade, would be an abrupt attempt at its 
total Abolition. 1 would permit the Sl^ve Trade to cor* 
tinuc for a while, in order to mitigate its horrors ; that 
being, as I conceive, the moft likely way to ^cc^lcrate Its 
final Abolidoi^. 
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. The Earl of Grosvenor — ^My Lords, as I wifli, at this 
hour, to fpare your Lordftiip's time as much as poffible, it 
•Is not my intention to deliver more than a fentence or 
two. We have met with frequent difappointments in the 
.purfuit of this fubjeft ; but I do now entertain an hope, a 
ifanguinc hope, that we (hall not be difappointed again. I 
do hope that His Majefty's Minifters are really quite in 
earneft, and bent on the Abolition of the African Slave 
, Trade; and that they will, in the next feflion, early in the 
next feflion, unlefs foinething which it is at prefent im*^ 
poflible to forefee (hall prevent them, take thi3 greiat 
queftion up with a determination to go through with it, 
♦ fo that another year fliall not pafs over our heads before 
we extend the juftice and humanity of this country to the 
helplefs and unhappy inhabitants of Africa. 

Earl Fif zwiLLiAM — My Lords, I wi{h to take notice, 
very fhortly, of what has been faid to-night on the fubjefl: 
of Saint Domingo, I am of opinion that much of the 
calamities which befel that Ifland -arofe from what hap- 
pened previoufly in France. My Lords, under thefe cir- 
cumftances, I am afraid that what happened in Saint 
Domingo may happen in the neighbouring iflands, if thi 
negro population fhould become turbulent. Therefore 
with a view not to decide for myfelf, and that the Houfe 
fliould not decide for itfelf, haftily, on this momentous 
.fubjedt, I fliall fupport t^lie previous queftion. 

Lord Ellenborough — My Lords, I rife to offer my 
fcntimcnts to your Lordfliips on what I feel to be an im- 
portant queftion, and although there be a difFeren'cc 
between my Noble Friend, the Noble Vifcbunt, (Sid- 
mouth) and myfelf, yet my mind is made up on this 
Tubjeifl: ; and I cannot help faying, my Lords, that if, afteir 
a pendency of twenty years during which thivS queftion 
has undergone dircufliou in the two Houfes of Parliament 
and with the publick^ your Lordfhip's judgments ai^ not 
ripe for its decifion now, I cannot look, witli any confi- 
dence, for any moment in which you will be ready to 
drcidc it. 

JVly Lordsj rhc queftion before us, ts a very fliort, and, 

to 
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to mc, a very plain one. It is. Whether the African 
Mave Trade is unjuft, inhuman, and impolitick ? I think 
if thefe premifes be true, no expedition that is practicable 
can be too rapid in bringing it to a concludon. 

My Lords, this is a fubjeft which has been very often 
before me, before I had the honour of a feat in this 
Houfe, My attention has frequently been drawn to an 
•attentive view of it under circuniftances which afforded 
me correS information •, and I am the more anxious, on 
that account, to deliver the fentiments I entertain upon 
■the fubjeft, as a Peer of Parliament, without reference to 
«ny thing I may have been called upon to do in the dif- 
charge of a profeflional duty •, in which fituation, in the 
courfe of many years, this fubjeft came often to my view. 
My Lords, when I look at the mode in which this Traf- 
fick commences, by the fpoliation of the rights of a whole 
•cjiiarter of the globe j by the mifery of whole nations of 
iielplefs and unfortunate Africans ; by tearing them 
ft6m their homes, from their families and friends ^ from 
•^very connexion by which human beings are tied to- 
gether in fociety; doomed as they are to live for the 
remainder of their days in flavery in a diftant land: 
When I fee the unfortunate fubje£ls of this Traffick 
•carried away by force, thruft into a dungeon in the hold 
of a Slave (hip, in which the interval of their paffage from 
-their native into a foreign latid, where they are doomed 
to flavery for life, is filled up with mifery, and fufFering, 
under every degree of debafement, and in chains : and 
-when they arrive in the Weft I do not know that 
'their condition is bettered. When I fee all thefe things ; 
and I cannot look at the African Slave Trade without fee- 
ing all thefe- things, I cannot but contemplate the whde 
fyftem with horror. I believe, indeed, that if thefe un- 
iappy beings coald forget every thing of their former 
ftate of freedom, they might, by comparing their con- 
tdition in the Weft Indies vntn the horrors of their 
paflage, derive fome confolation. Yet, my Lords, you 
muft all feel how impoffible it is for the human mind to 
be prevented from cafting back refleftions on its former 
ftate, and being moft deeply affefted by the gloomy 
change. And this greatly aggravates the malignity of 

their 



dieir bodily difeafeS, for I am perfuaded that the melaw^ 
choly into which they are caft, by reflefting on their 
iituation^ is one great caufe of mortality among them. 
My Lords, inhumanity is at the commencement of this 
Traffick ; inhumanity continues to attend it in the tranOt 
of its vidims ; and although fomewhat lefs rigour attends 
it in the Weft Indies than in the two former ftages, ftill it 
is but the continuance of the fame fcene of horror ; an4 
therefore I have no difficulty in forming my opinion on 
the firft branch of the qucftion now before your Lordfhip^ 

My Lords, the next point is a queftion of juftice as 
between two nations, in the way in which the Noble 
Eaii (Westmoreland) viewed it. But although the 
negroes may be taken in Africa by perfons authorised by 
the • itate to take them ; although their own ftate maj 
have a right to difpofe of them as convi^s ; and althouga 
the pradice may therefore be faid to be legaj as it refpefts 
them, yet no man can doubt that the whole of the pra^ice 
of die Slave Trade, whatever ordinances they may have 
to fan£^ion it, is a pra£tice which is radically, efientiallyy 
and in principle, unjuft ; and therefore there can be no 
excufe for us hi continuing the Traffick, as was ftated fo 
ably^by my Noble Friend who opened this debate. 

My Lords, on the general principle of natural juftice^ 
which, certainly, is paramount to all the ordinances of 
men, it is quite impoffible to defend this Traffick ; and 
if you continue it, that continuance is unjuft and v^ 
human. And I agree with the Noble Baron (Hawkes- 
bdry) that having decided that die Traffick is imjuft 
and inhuman, we (hould not inquire whether it be im^f 
politick. The inquiry itfelf would involve impiety ; for 
it is the common ordinance of God that that which it 
inhuman or unjuft, fhall never be for the good of man. 
Therefore, if this Traffick be inhuman or unjuft, it i& 
needlefs to debate tlie queftion whether it be politick; 
becaufe, according to the principles upon which I think 
human judgment fliou Id be formed, its impoJicy.is includefl 
in its injuftice and inhumanity. And I have no doubt that 
when you have abolillied the African importation, the pJant-i 
ers in the Weft Lidics will gladly introduce a change of 
fy{lem among the negroes j fuch as may b^(t conduce to the 
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increafe of the population of their negroes, by encourage^ 
mcnt to marriage, leading to the rearing of infants uiider 
ptirental afFeftion, inftead of magifterial authority. By 
rules of this kind, population will neceflarily increafe, and 
we (hall find that the importation from the Coaft of 
Africa will foon become unneceflary. It is proved that 
this is the cafe in fome of the iflands already. I am of 
opinion that, in the mean time, you Ihould confine this 
Trade to the Ihips already engaged in it As to the lofles 
which the Noble Earl thought fo alarming, thofe who 
ilate thefe things are fo much in the habit of making over- 
charges — ^not from one caufe merely, but from feveral 
caufes, from the purpofed deception of fome, an^ from 
the incapacity of others — (I have often myfelf given many 
fuch ftatements to the world as I received them horn 
others, in my profeffional charafter, when pleading at 
your Lordfliip's bar for the Merchants of Liverpool) but 
from information which I poflefled from authentick 
fources, I am enabled to fay, that the loo millions, to 
which the Noble Earl alluded as being in danger of 
being loft by the Abolition of this Traffick, is a thing 
quite wild and fanciful. But in th« (hipping there may 
be fome lofles, althdugh they may be brought, at fome 
expence, into other trades. I have no defire to undervalue 
this lofs, but there can be no difBculty in providing .for it. 
Such a coiifideration cannot be allowed to impede our 
J>TOgrefs in getting rid of an horrible injuftice. 

But, my Lords, it is faid that when we agree to tlie 
Abolition of this Traffick, we fhall have done but little 
in the caufe of humanity, for that when we leave it ofF, 
other nations will conrinue and increafe it. I do not be- 
lieve they will 5 but if they do, I ihall wifli them joy of 
thc" blefljngs they will thereby fecure to them and to their 
pofterity. I know that America is about to give it up. I 
believe the States of Europe will give it up. But fup- 
pofing they all continue it, what is that to us ? Would it 
not rather redound to our honour ? wx)uld not our virtue 
be the more fignal ? for then 



found 



faithful we among the faithlefs 



As to the queftioa of emanci^f atiotv^ >af\\v<;V\l v^^am^b^^^ 
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.the negroes in our iflands will attempt to procure, in iixiU 
tation of thofe of Saint Domingo, there appears to me np 
danger to be apprehended on that point. That arofe 
from liberty given, or promifed to be given, and then rer 
voiced by a breach of faith, and which has been followed 
up by too much treachery to gain any further credit. 

My Lords, if there be no other nation in the world that 
18 diipofed, to abandon this Trade, that will not be our 
fault. W? cannot compel others to abandon it ; for the 
fea is ploughed by others as well as by us ; butr not to th^ 
fame extent. We can therefore greatly diminifli, if w^ 
cannot totally do away tjie evil. We fhall thereby fet a 
glorious example to furrounding nations*. We flball fheMf* 
that, while we are (landing forward for the rights of 
civilized nations, in which caufe we have done much, and 
are ready to do more if other nations are but true t(j 
themfelves :^ — We fhall fhew to an adn>iring world, thai: 
while we have done what depended on us to prevent the 
ruin and convulfion of Empires, we have not forgottea 
the interefts of the helplefs Africans, to whom we extend 
the principles of general juftice and humanity. This will 
hand down your names with honour to future generations 
as the authors of a great and fplendid a<£l of juftice. 

My Lords, I beg pardon for having gone further tha^ 
perhaps was neceffary i but being fatisfied that the African 
Slave Trade muft appear to your Lordihips, as it does to 
me, upon the moil firm convidlipn, to be uniuft and 
•inhuman, upon all the principles upon 'which this Houfe 
can bring itfelf to confider queftions of juftice and hu- 
manity ; the reft is abfolutely undeniable; for whatever is 
unjuft and inhuman, muft be impoliticly in a ftate a3 wefl 
in an individual. And after tliis Refolution is adopted^ I 
would take the earlieft pra^licable peripd of, convincing 
mankind that we are determined to put this queftion at 
eternal reft by abolifhing this Traflick for ever. 

Earl Spencer. — My Lords, I fliall not, at this late 
liour of the night, enter at large into the general fubjedi 
of tliC Abolition of the African Slaye Trade. I rife chiefly 
to take notice of fome things which fell from a Noble 
I'i/count; Sidmouth). Ke feems to think that tlic Slave 
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^rade Ihauia be akolifli^d In the tfcft friics. I'tliinl 
that the objeft of ameliorating tlie condition of thi 
negroes in the Weft Indies, is one Urhich may be efFe£bea 
in the Weft Indies ; but I an^ certain, that in ord^r tif 
obtain a better condition to the negroes in the WeflE 
Indies, it is abfolutely neceflary to put an end to tli^ 
African Slave Trade j and for that teafon, 1 aflent to this 
Kefolution. Had the propofition been to hold out an idel 
of the emancipation of the negroes in thi* Weft Indies at 
any 'ftated period, I am ready to declare th^t it Svould not 
have had my aflent; for if once they had that'ptdfpe'fti 
from our Refolutions, it would ill become the charaAer 
oTthis country to deceive . tliem in their ohjeiSl. It is to 
that deception that the horrors of St. Domingo are- to be. 
attributed, and therefore I agree with my Noble Friend^ 
that this pledge, into which we are about to enter by 
mflenting to this Refolution, does not refer to any queftion 
upon the emancipation of flaves. I agree with my Noble 
Friend, it would be an abundantly dangerous piropoCtion, 
if it had any fuch afpeft. 

My Lords, I will not enter further into the difcuflion 
of this fubje£fc for the prefent. I am convinced that the 
African- Slave Trade is what the Refolution ftatcs it to 
be, unjuft and inhuman. I agree alfo that it (hould be 
J>\it an end to. The mode in which that is to be done, 
fhould be one in which individuals (hould be fubjefted to 
as little lofs as poffible, and it (hoiild be done as confift- 
iently as may be, with general convenience to all parties. 
But when there are before us fuch objedls as juftice and 
humanity, I cannot allow fmall inconveniencies to ftand 
in the way, and prevent us from accomplifliing our objefti 
On thefe grounds I give the motion my heartjr concur- 
rence, trufting it will bfe followed up witli a meafure for 
the final Abolition. 

Lord GitENViLLE.— My Lords, I feci too highly gra* 
tified by the fupport which I have received this night, to 
think of faying any thing by way of anfwer to what hat 
been urged againft the Refolution now before your Lord- 
Chips. I rife only for the purpofe of faying that t triitt 
the motion will be carried, and allp to ez];v^d| b^ w^^ q£ 
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notice to your Lordflups, before the queftion is put, that 
I mean to follow it up with a proceeding fimilar to tfastt 
which has been adopted by the other Houfe of Parlia- 
ment^ viz. an Addreis to His Majefty, praying that He 
will be gracioully pleafed to invite otiier Powers to con- 
cert with Great Britain the bed means for generally 
abolifhing the African Slave - Trade. I mean, this 
night) to move a fimilar Addrefs of this Houfe to His 
Majefty, and I am perfuaded there is no one among your 
Lordfhips, who aflents to the one, that will diflent trom 
the other. 

The queftion was then put on the Refolutioni and car« 
tied by the following DtvisiON : 

Contents - - - - 41 
Not Contents - - - 20 



The Addrefs to His Majefty was then moved and 
carried without a divifion. 
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NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 



Page 9, line 4. 
Quid ^etji ipftitn audivijfetis /] A full report of two of 
the fpeeches of Mr. Pitt on the Slave Trade is preferved in 
two pamphletSi fold by Phillips and Far dm ^ George-yard, 
Lombard-ftreet ; the one entitled, •* The Debate on a 
** Motion for the Abolition of the Slave Trade in the 
^* Houfe of Copimons, on the i8th and 19th April, 1791 ;'* 
the other, '* The Debate on a Motion for the Abolition 
*^ of the Slave Trade in the Houfe of Commons, on thb 
*^ 2d April, 1792.'* Both thefe debates are reported in 
detail, and are highly interefting. The fpeecnes of Mr/ 
Pitt in particular, are mqdeU of convincing argun^enta* 
tion and f|)lendid eloquenQO, 

Pag^ II, line 3 J, 

Its exports^ independent of the African Stave Trader art 

fitperior to any other port^ except that of London j t^V.] The 

authenticity of thi^ ftatement wiU not be difputed. Such 

then being the extent of the commerce of Liverpool, 

i( will hardly be believed, that the extin^ion of the 
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African Slave Trade can afFeft its profperity in any ma* 
terial degree. The total value of the exports from Great 
Britain for the purpofc of carrying on this trade^Jias 
Ifivef sunoiuitfidr in the coujigi: (^_ a^ay Qfm jtUt tm nat 
million of pounds ilerling. 

Page 12, line 26. 
Ships for the Trade ^ from the. r peculiar conflruSfion^ are 
ynfit for any othcr^. The, fli'ips engaged in the African 
Slave Trade, unlcfs they have been conftruded for the 
very purpofe pf eluding the humane provifions of the Aft 
for regulating that tr^de, dp ppt differ from common 
merchantmen in any other refpeft than in having a fome- 
what greater heiglrt petwcen their decks. This circumftar^e 
would be attended vvitli adyantaee in the Transport fer- 
N'ice \ and there is fcarcely any oranch of foreign trade 
in \vhich it would prove a difadvantage. It is to be 
recolledled that the fame fliips which convey flaves from 
Africa to the Weft Indies, ta)ce from this cou Jtry cargoes 
of a very mifcellanoous nature for the purchafe of thofe 
flaves, and generally return hither loaded with fugar, 
coffee, and other articles of Weft Indian produce. Their 
peculiar conllruftion is never alleged by the Mafter or 
Owner as a reafon for refufing the oflfer of a fiiU freight 
from tlie Colonies to Europe* * 

Page I", line 31. 
Thi gtwral csn/hnt 5/"j// the parent JIafes of Euritpe mKuld 
cJ/J netting tvithout t.t>e ccrd a/ co-<peraihn of the Colonies, 'i 
This argument, if valid, would apply with ttill more force 
to the commercial intercourfe between America and the 
Weft Indies, than to the fubjeci under difcufficm. The 
reftritlions on that intv^rcourfe, which many Members of 
Parliament dcom to be fo very eaential to the profperit]^ of 
our tr.ido ^nd navigaii on, would, on this principle, prove* 
M*h>Uv unavailinc. For cert.iinlv the Colonies were de» 
rul-stly ^^dverfe to ant luch reftricHons ; as may be fecn 
both by an addtx^fs to His M.)jetly from die Legifflafureof 
Jamaica, and by the rrfolutionsof the Weft .India bodj^ 
in Londos; pubUihcd in aUnoft all the newfj^pers. 
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... • - P«ige I7>- line 39. . . 

* A fpuroe. cf traffick 'which is ejjential U our lidvii 

Jfrength,'] The following account prefented,to the Houfe 

of Commons in 1 790, will fliew that this Trade inftead of 

being a fource of naval ftrength is th£, grave of our maritte^ 

Abftrqft of fuch of the Mufter-rolls of Liverpool and 
Briftol Slave Ships as were returned* into the Cuftons 
Houfes there, from September, 17841 to January 
5th, 1790/ 



Periods. 



^rom 1784 to 1785, - - 
J*roni 1785 to 1786, - - 
From 1786 to 1787, ^ - 
From 1787 to 1788, - - 
yrom 1788 to Jan. 5, 1790, 

Total - 



No. of 



74 
62 

66 

68 

80 



350 



Origtoal 
Crews 



2915 
2163 
2136 

2422 
2627 



12,263 



DUf 
Qriginal 
Creios. 



Brought ' 
Home of^ 
OnginMT 
Creavs* 



615 

43<S 

433 
623 

53^ 



2643 



1479 

I07J 

Illif 

> 

•J 



576(y 



From this account it appear^ that more than one-fifth of 
the whole number of feamen employed, died durmg the 
continuance of the voyage, exclufive of the large propor-' 
tion, amounting to nearly one-haJf of the original crewSj* 
which appears to have been left behind in the Weft Indies,, 
many of them, as is ftated in the evidence, in fuch a 
** fickly," " emaciated,*' " deftitute," and even « dying' 
ftate," as to render it probable that the mortality on tlic 
whole was much more conCderable than has been fpecified.. 

It was formerly urged by the enemies of the Abolition^ 
diat the Weft India Trade was as deftru6iiv^ to feamen 
as the Slave Trade ; biit by an account made up for the ' 
Uoufe of CommoASj from the mufter-rolls of Weft: K!&iUi> 
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inen» it appears that out of 462 veflels, carrying 764a 
jfeamen, only 1 18 were loft, or about i in 65. (SeeAbftra^ 
cf evidence taken before the Houfe of Conunons, p.. looj.* 

Page 19, line 10. 

How much lefs can you accompli/b fuch an thjeB in the 
IflandSf viherc you nvili wr*nt tie aid of the civil authority tQ 
cotniteraB the natural interefisy to'r.] One evident advan« 
tage which a fyftem of prohibition pofleffes over a fyftem 
of duties is this» that it does not require, as the latter 
does, the aid of die civil authority of the Iflands to enforce^ 
it : it will be more fureiy and efFedtually adminiftered by 
our cruizers, without any interference at all on the part 
of the Iflands* 

Page 24, line 5. 

He feems to think that there is no mode of abolifhing this 
Trade but with the conci^rrence of the Colonies^ ts^c. ifjoy I 
e^m afraid lue Jljall never aholijh it ^ In the year 1797, a 
Committee of Weft Indian Planters refolved, that, " for 
" the joint purpofcs of oppofing the plan of Mr. Wilber- 
** FORCE, and eftablifliing the charafter of the Weft India 
** Planters, it is eflential that they fhould manifeft their 
** willingnefs to promote adively the caufe of the negroes,, 
^by fuchfteps as fliall be confiftent with fafety to the 
** property of individuals and the general intereft of the 
" Colonies ;'* and they deputed one of their body, Mr. 
Charles Ellis, to moi'e in Parliament, that an Addrefs 
be prefented to His Majefly, requefting him to vecom- 
xnend to the Colonies the adoption of fuch meafurea as 
may promote the increafe of the negroes, gradually dtminiBr 
the necejftty of the Slave Trade^ and ultimately lead to tts 
complete termination; and alfo as may conduce to their 
moral and religious improvement, and fecure to them the 
certain, immediate and aGive protection of the law. This. 
Addrefs was mpved and carried j and was tranfmitted to 
the Governors of all the Iflands by the Duke of Port- 
lAND, accompanied by letters urging the Qolonial Legif^ 
latures to fecond the wifhes of the Houfe pf Commons,^. 
At the fame time Sir William Young, as the organ of die. 

*'Tbf! work 4fc>oye referred to m^y likrwifc be hiid at Puxllipa 
I^.^AasoH's, G«or|^ Yard^ JLombitfil Surcctf 

th« 
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Weft India body, wrote fecretly to the Prefidents of the 
dinerent Councils, explaining to them the amicable pur- 
pofe with which this apparently hoftile meafure had been 
propofed) and afluring them that the adoption of fome 
legiflative provifions relative to the negroes were indif- 
penfibly neceffary j but for what purpofes neceflary ? 
To diminifh and terminate the Slave Trade, as exprened 
in the addrefs ? No: but in order *^ Not only to Jlap 
^^ for the prefentj but gradually fupersede the very pretenfions 
•* at a future period to a meafure of direEf Abolition gJT the 
** Slave Trade by the Mother Country/* This deep laid 
fcheme for preventing, under the avowed purpofe of 
promoting, the Abolition, would not have been known to 
the public, but for the incaution of the lawgivers of fome 
of the Iflands, who, in (lead of keeping the communications 
of Sir W. Young fecret, as was obvioufly intended, in- 
ferted them in their minutes, made them the ground of their 
deliberations, and tranfmitted copies of them interwoven 
with their other proceedings to His B^ajefty, by whom 
they were afterwards laid on the table of the Houfe of 
Commons. (Papers on the Slave Trade, prefented 7th 
May, 1804, under head Leeward Iflands, p. 58) and St^ 
Vincent's, p. 6.) 

It now remains to be feen what was the effe£l which 
this expedient produced in the minds of the refident 
Planters in the Weft Indies } and whether any hope can 
thence be drawn of their concurrtence in any meafure 
which may have for its objeft the Abolition, however 
remote, of the African Slave Trade. 

The Aflembly of Jamaica aflert, that the tight of 
^obtaining labourers from Africa, is fecured to them under 
the moft folemn engagements 9 and that " they never caA 
^* give upf or do any ajt that may render doubtful^ this ejfentuti 
** rjffe." (lb. Jamaica, p. 5.) 

line Aflembly of Barbadoes were fo far from paying 
even a decent degree of refped to His Majeft/s commo- 
nications on this fubjed, that wh^ their Governor (Lord, 
Beaforth) propoled to them to make the wilful murder 
sA any perfon, free ox flave, felony urithout benefit of 
clergy, (the fine for th^tt crime being only jffii. 41.) tht 
Aflembly took <^ confiderable oflSsnce," and a Committee 
of the whole Houfe was appojinted ^ Xfi prepare 9& apftrer 

* to 



•* to tfe 6t)VWtK>r*s meffage, an TinTwer incjderate anrf 
*' refpeftful, but calculated to repel infult, and evince 
•* that the Houfe underftands its interrfts and aiTerts its 
** rights. •• fib. Barbadoes, p. 6.) 

"Ae Generaii Council and General Affembly of all th« 
JL&EWARt) Islands ftate, " that the right of procuring 
** labourers from Africa has been fecured to us by repeated 
•* A£l:s of Parliament, &c. We, therefore, never cat} 
•* abandon it, or do any thing that may render doubtful 
«^ this eflential right."' (lb. Leeward Iflands, p. 8.) 

But although it would appear from tliefe documentSf 
that no hope can be entertained of obtaining the concur- 
rence of the Iflands in any meafures of amelioration, ^viti 
a view to the Abolition of the Slave Trade ; yet may not 
the ameliorating meafures which they have been induced 
to purfue, produce ultimately that effeft ? It is granted 
that tiie Colonial Legiflatures have amended in fome 
points their code of Slave Laws ; but it is fcarcely neceC 
Tary to difcufs the probable efi'eft of tliefe amendments \ 
as it appears, from documents laid on the table of tlie 
Houfe of Commons, that the laws made exprefsly for the 
encouragement and proteftion of the flaves, have proved a 
dead letters nay that they were nothing more than a blind 
intended to. conceal from the eyes of the Brilifli public 
the enormity ojF our Weft Indian fyftem 5 and that it was 
never in the' contemplation of the lawgivers themfelveB 
that thefe laws fliould be enforced. In Oftober, 1804, Earl *■ 
Camden wrote to the Governors of the different Iflands, 
requiring information as to the mode in which the Slave 
Jliaws had been executed. To this application no anfwer 
appears to have been returned by the Governor either of 
Jamaica or the Bahamas. From thofe of tlie Leewar4 
Iflands, St. Vincent and Grenada, letters have been re- 
ceived ftating t-he difficulty of complying with the requi- 
fitions of Earl Camden, but promifing to take rtieafures 
for procuring the defired information. * The Legiflatui^ 
of Barbadoes had paflTed no ameliorating a£):s, and there- 

* It hiuftT)* oT>viQus that a vcfy Ihoft delay would have been fa&iciftik 
for aniVering Lord C Alio c>f*s enquiries, as far as they relate to tht 
ttectttion of the Slave Laws. The Governor, by l*cfcrring to th« Sctrcf 
4ary of the Ifland, or to the Clerks of the feveral Ceurts of Rctord, 
<gal^ liare afcertained ihie re^ailltet*^ Witk vtry Utde Ifouble. ' ' 

fore 
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fore could not be expefted to make any return to the 
enquiry. From Dominica alone has any fatiafaftory iftfor- 
mation been procured. The Governopilfof that Ifland, 
Governor Prevost, thus writes to Earl Cj^MpEN. *^ From 
** the many years I have paiTcd in the wHt Indies, and 
*^ as a refideht in moft of the Colonies, I may venture to 
** reprefent to your Lordfhip the Legiflature of the Ifland 
*^ of Dominica as diftinguilhed by the lavi^s it has pafTed 
** for the encouragement, proteftioii and goverment of 
*^ Slaves ; but / at7i forry I cannot add that they are as re» 

"^^ ligioujly enforced as you could ivtjh ; however, the treat- 
*^ ment of negroes depends lefs on the temper of the 
'* Mafler, ivhye interejl in his Slaves well-being is not always 
^^ a/r/J^cienf check.^' **^he A<£1 of the Legiflature, in- 
** tiitled, * An Aft for the encouragement, proteftion and 
** better government of Slaves,' appears to have been con^ 
^^ftderedj from the day it was pajfed imtil this hour^ as a 
** political meafure to avert the interference of the Mother 

J^.f Country in the management of Slaves* Having faid this, 
•* your Lordfhip will not be furprifed to learn, the Claufe 
** ']th of that Bill has been wholly negleSlcd,^^ The Claufe 
which has thus been wholly neglefted was enafted for 
the exprefs purpofe of fecuring, as far as poflible, "the- 
good treatment of the flaves, and afcertaining the caufe of 
their dccreafc;." 

Claufes 3 and 4 of the fame Aft were framed for the 
avowed purpofe of " promoting the religious and moral 
improvement of the flaves." Of thefe claufes it is like- 
wife dated both by Governor Prevost and the Rev. Mr. 
AuDAiN, that " they are not carried into efFeft ;" and it 
appears that not one penalty has been enforced for their 
non -execution. (See for the above particulars, papers 
refpefting the Slave Trade, prefentcd to the Houfe of 
Commons 25th February, 1805). 

After this, can any reafonable expeftation be formed'' 
©f the concurrence of the Colonial Legiflatures in any 
plan for terminating or even diminifhing the Slave Trade ? 

Page 2C, line 23. 
The repented dlfctifflons cf this fubjsci in this Houfe — are 
extremely dangerous,'^ This is an argument which can 
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have no weight, when it is known that in the Royal 
Gazette of Jamaica, the official ncwfpaper of the Ifland, 
not only are th&4cbates in Parliament on the fubjeft of 
the Slave Tradi {and the late debates among the teft,*) 
minutely detai^mj but reports of their Colonial Aflembly 
are inferted, pointing out the dangers of infurreftion, 
and dating the facilities which infurgents would find in 
that Ifland. After this it is a mere mockery to talk of 
danger from debating tlie queftion of the Slave Trade in 
Parliament. The truth is, that whatever language it may 
be found convenient to employ on this fubjedl in a Britim 
aflembly, it is a fa6i: known and adled upon in the Weft 
Indies, that the flaves are fo funk and d^radcd in the 
fcale of intelligence, that no fear whatever is entertained, 
not merely of their knowing what pafl^es in the Imperial 
Parliament, but of their even knowing what is circula^ 
\x\ the newfpapers of tlie Iflands, 

Page 27, line 30, ^ 

The JInps fitted up for this trade ivill not be fit for any other * 
iradey on account of their being built according to ASt of Par '^ ^ 
liament of particular dimenfiom.'] There is no Ad of Par- 
liament which fpecifies the dhnenfions of*a flave-fhip. Th« 
height between the decks, and that alone, is preforibed ia 
the Slave carrying Aft. That height, which is five feet, 
is a very convenient height for almofl: any purpofe. Sec 
note to page 12, line 26, fupra. p. 156. 

Page 30, line 5. ^ 

// is one of the glories <f ChriJJianity to have gradually 
extinguipjed the Slave Tirade a?id even Slavery^ wherever its 
infiuence was felt, 2 The reader is referred, in proof of 
this pofition, to a work. lately puhliflied by the venerable 
Biihop of London, entitled, " The beneficial effefts of 
•^ Chrillianity on the temporal concerns of mankind, 
•* proved from hiftory and from fafts." Publiftied by 
Cadell £s* DuvliS. 

* Sec Royal Gazette of Jamaica, Cor and Auguft, l8oi. 

Page 



( ■«3 



\ 



i^ 



Page 33, line 37. 
Lord Melville,^ Lord Mklville's name is here intro- 
duced by miftake^it ought to have boj?h the Duke of . 
Portland. 

Page 34, line 25. 
Tie co-operation of the Wejl India Lcgijlatur<,'} See note 
to page 24, Ime 5, fnpra, p. 158. 

Page 38, line 33. 
Let my Nolle Fnead fee that the negroes are well fed Jl 
In a report of a Conimittee of the Legiflature of th^ 
Leeward Iflands, appointed in OGober 1 797> to examine 
into the paft treatment of^Slaves, is the following paiTage. 
*^ It would tend very much to the intereft of their maftersj 
^* if the Legiflature would afcertain the quantity of food 
^* and raiment that maflcrs (hould be con^elled to giv^^ 
'* their Slaves, as there are reafons to believe fome maftera 
** do not afford them a proportionate quantity of either 
.,,-** for their neceflary fubfiftence. Your Committee canno^ 
•^ help obferving on the impolicy of the meafure ufually 
** adopted by mafters of Slaves, who generally calculate 
** only on the expences they incur by feeding and cloth- 
'* ing them, without adverting to the additional advan- 
** tages that mud accrue by adding as much as pdilible to 
*^ their comfort, and rendering their minds eafy, happy, 
** and contented. A Slave well fed and clothed will be 
** able to perform double the fervice of one indifferently 
*^ fed and clothed." Here we have pretty large admit- 
fions for a Committee of Planters. But what is the refult 
of this apparently humane report ? Some (Iriking amelio- 
ration, doubtlefs, in the meafure of a Slave's fuilenance. 
If fo, how dreadful mull have been his fituation pre- 
vioufly ! For the AQ. of the Leeward Iflands, adopted 
in purfuance of this report, ordains, that the weekly allow- 
ance to each Slave (in cafes where there are no provifion 
grounds allowed) fhall be at the rate of feven pints of. 
rice ; or eight pints of pcafe, wheat, rye flour, or Indian 
corn meal 5 or nine pints of corn, beans, or oatmeal : to 
which is to be added a further weekly allowance of one 
pound and a quarter of herrings or other falted provifions^ 
or double the quantity of frefli fifli or other fvefli pro* 

X 2 yifiont 



•« f 164 ) 

vifions!!! (Papers, &c. prefentcd to the Houfe of Com- 
mons, 7th May, 1804. Leeward Iflands, p. 7 and 15.) 
Now, this boaited enactment, which has been reprefented 
as greatly improving the condition of Slaves in the Weft 
Indies, is perlpps the moft decifive proof tliat has ever 
been exhibited of their harfh and cruel treatment. The 
•authorized allowance, which we may be fare is a maximum^ 
is wholly inadequate to the due fuftentation of a labour- 
ing Slave. The Legiflature of the Bahama Iflands was fo 
fenfible of this, that in their Slave Laws, 14 pints of rice 
inftead of 7, and 2 1 pints of wheat flour inftead of 8, are 
allowed to each Slave. (Ibid. Bahama Iflands, p. 3.) A 
Committee of the Legiflature of the Ifland of Tobago have 
alfo ftated it as their opinion, that the following quantities 
of food fhould be fixed by Law as the weekly allowance 
of each Negto, viz:. 3 lb. of fait pork, or 4 lb. of fait beef 
or fait fifh, together with 14 pints of wheat flour, or In- 
dian meal or peafe. (Papers laid before the Ho^ of 
Lords, 24th May, 1799, p. 70.) Compare this with the 
Leeward Ifland allowance, taking into the account at the * 
fame time this farther circumftance, that the Tobago Re- ' 
port recommends thofe quantities, not as the fole^ but a^ 
tlie principal means of fuftenance for the Negroes, who in 
that Ifland are faid to have, even in the moft unfavoura- 
ble feafons, other fources of fupply : (lb. p. 71.) where- 
as the 5th claufe of the Leeward Ifland Law empowers 
the matter to diminifh the flaves allowance, fmall as it is, 
in proportion .to the other means of fupply which he may 
pofTefs. Even the prif.ji allowance, prefcribed by the 
Confolidated Slave A6t: cf Jamaica, Claufe 40, is 21 pints 
per week. — Can we wonder that the population of the Lee- 
ward Iflands iliould decrcafe ? 

Page 38, lines?. 
Their moral improvement r\ By referring to the note to 
page 24, line ^, (p. T58) the reader will fee that with much 
parade of legiflation on this point, nothing has been done. 
So little have the Legiflature of Jamaica been difpofed 
to coiicur in this object, that nolwithftanding the utter 
inattention of the parochial clergy in that Ifland to the 
inftvuflion of the Slaves, they paflTcd a law in Decem- 
ber, 



4 i65 ) 

ber, 1802, by which any perfon (not duly qualified by 
lawj who (hould prefume to preach or teach in any afTem- 
bly of negroes or people of colour within the Ifland, 
ihould be deemed a rogue and a vagabond \ and any magif- 
trate might apprehend and commit him to' goal, and on 
convi(3:ion, not before a jury, but before three magiftrates, 
the oiFender, if free, might be fentenced to hard labour 
in the workhoufe for one month for the firft offence, and 
for fix ntontlis for every fubfequent offence \ and if a flave, 
to a month's hard labour for the firft offence, and for every 
fubfequent offence, to '^ a public flogging, not exceeding 
** thirty-nine laflies." In cafes however of what are called 
*^ extraordinary heinoufnefs", theAft gave the Affize Court 
a power to inflift on the offender, ** fuch punifhment as 
** fuch Court fhall fee fit to infli6t, not extending to life." 
This perfecuting edi6t, after having been in force about 
two years, and having during that time been made an 
inftrument of oppreffion againft the Methodift and other 
Miffionaries, who had vifited the Ifland with the bene- 
volent purpofe of conveying to the poor Slaves the light 
and the confolations of Chriftianity which are denied to 
them by their mailers, has happily been difallowcd by His 
Majefty. A fimilar Aft was paffed fome years fince by 
the Legiflature of St. Vincent's, but annulled in the fame 
manner. 

Abundant evidence might be produced from the papers 
tranfmitted by the Governors of Antigua and St. Kitt's, 
and from the examinations before the Privy Council, and 
Houfe of Commons, to prove the extenfively beneficial 
effefts which have attended the labours of the Moravian 
and Methodifl Miffionaries among the Slaves in thofe 
Iflands, and the confequent folly and wickednefs of the con- 
duct purfued by the law-givers of Jamaica. Chief Juflice 
Ottlet, of St. Vincent's, an enemy to the abolition 
of the Slave Trade, ftated before the Houfe of Commons, 
(Evidence for 1790, p. 174) that if proper attention were 
paid to the religious inftruftion of the Slaves, he was 
convinced it would be of the greatefl advantage to the 
Planter; that in Antigua the Slaves had been greatly im-» 
proved in their morals by the inflruftions of the Moravians* 
ipfomuch that the aftual value of fuch Slaves, confidered 
,as obje£ts of commerccj had been raifed \ aiid uxat an in^. 



-V 



( i66 ) 

creafe of population from the births would be an un«f 
doubted confequence of the moral improvement of the 
Slaves. Another enemy to the Abolition, Alexandek 
WiLLocK, Efq. (Evidence for 1790, Partii. p. 355} ftated 
that he had neard the Slaves inflrudted at Methodift 
meetings to be attentive and obedient to their matter^, 
with other good advice ; but never knew the regular 
clergy pay any attention to them. — See likewife papers 

£refented to the Houfe of Commons 8th June, 1804. 
leeward Iflands, p. 83. 

Page 41, line 10. 

The credit of U^ejl India property will be greatly diminifhei 
hy this vieafure,'] Mr. LoNG, the Iiiilorian, of Jamatcai 
himfelf a Planter and a friend to the Weft India fyftem, 
recommends the flopping of importation as the only fur^ 
means of improving the credit of Weft India proprietors. 
He advifes the laying a duty equal to a prohibition on all 
negroes imported. " Such a law," he proceeds to fay, 
** would be attended with the following good confe« 
•* qucnces/' " It would enable the Planter to retrieve 
** his affairs by preventing him from rtmning in debt, eith^ 
** by renting or purchafing of negroes. It would render 
'* fuch recruits lefs neceflary by the redoubled carf he 'would 
** be obliged to take of his prefent flock y the prefervation of 
** their lives and health. And laftly, it would raife the 
" value of the negroes in die Ifland. A North America 
*^ ProvificCy by this prohibition alone for a fe*w years j from 
** being deeply plunged in debty has become independent ^ ricb^ 
*' and fiourifhing,^ 

Page 43, line i. 

As to the moral improvement of the negroes y there is no onii 
nvho has any property in that country ivho would not co-* 
operate J £5*r.] See for a full proof of this the notes to 
page 24, line 3> (p. 161) and to p. 38. line 35, (p. 164)'. 

Page 46, line 30. 

This deteftable fyjlem not cnl^ affords to men of had dif* 

pojitions full fcope for their e^^ercife^ but renders men con^m 

JUtutionally of good difpcfiiionSy callous to the miferies of others^ 

In fome papers prefented to the Houfe of Commons oa. 

tiic 25th of February, 1805, is contained a letter from 



Lord Seaforth, the Governor of Barbadoes, In which 
he thus writes to Earl Camden. 

" I inclofe four papers containing, from different 
quarters, reports on the horrid murders I mentioned in 
fome former letters. They are feledted from a great number ^ 
among which there is not one in contradiftion of the hor- 
rible fa£i:s, though feveral of the letters are very concife 
Tind defeftive. The truth is, that nothing has given me 
more trouble than to get at the bottom of thefe bufinefles, 
Jo horribly ahfurd are the prejudices of the people ^^ (not of one 
or two, or of a few individuals, but of the People.) 

** I inclofe the Attorney General's letter to me on the 
fubjeft of the negroes y^" mojl 'wantonly murdered* I am 
forry to fay sevlral other instances of the same, 
BARBARITY have occurrcd, with v/l}ich I have not troubled 
your Lordfhip, as 1 only Vilfoed to mahe you acquainted with 
ihefuhjecf in generaL^^ 

The letters to which Lord Seaforth refers, and which 
accompany the above extrafts, are from four of the moft 
refpeftable individuals in the ifland of Barbadoes, viz. 
Mr. Inge, the Prefdeni of the Council ; Mr. Coulthurst, 
the Advocate General ; Mr. Beccles, the Attorney General ; 
and the Rev. Mr, Pilgrim. Thefe gentlemen all agree 
in tlie material fa£ls of the cafes which they (late. It 
w:ould, therefore, be an unnecefTary repetition to tranf- 
cribe the Avhole of their letters : it vi ill be fufficient to 
give the fubftance of tbe^ftatements >a hich they contain. 

I. On the loth of April, 1804, a militia man of the 
name of Halls, of the St. MichaeFs regiment, returning 
from military duty, overtook on the rond fome negroes 
who were going quietly home from their labour. When, 
he came near he called out that he would kill them, and 
immediately began to run after them. The negroes not 
fuppoling that he really iiitendcd to do them any injury, 
and imagining that he was in joke, did not endeavour to^ 
efcape, but merely made way for him. The perfon' 
neareft to him happened to be a woman, the pr-pperty of 
a Mr.. Clarke, the owner of Summons's eftatc, who is 
flated to have been ^ valuable Slave, the mother of fivel 
or fix children, and far advanced in pregnancy. Without, 
tbf^fmdUJi provocation of ary kind^ Halls coolly and delibif 
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rately plunged his bayonet fever al times into her hody^ when 
the po9r creature dropped and expired without a groan. Two 
gentlemen were eye-witnefles of this horrid aft ion. One 
of them, Mr. Harding, the manager of the Codrington 
College eftate, went up to Halls and fpoke harflily to 
him, and faid he ought to be hanged, for he never faw 2 
more unprovoked murder, and that he would certainly 
carry him before a magiftrate. Halls's reply is very 
remarkable. " For what ? " faid he (with the utmoft 
indifference as to the crime) ^^ for what ? for killing A 
NEGRO !!! " This is a fhort but a fignificant fentence, 
ftrongly confirming an important truth which has fre- 
quently been aflerted, viz. that the negroes are regarded 
by their white-fkinned oppreffors as an inferior order of 
beings, and, under the influence of this fentiment, are 
naturally enough denied the common rights of humanity, 
and excluded from the pale of that fympathy, which a 
fenfe of a common nature and a common extraftion is 
calculated to infpire. Mr. Harding, however, greatly 
to his credit, was proof againft the force of Halls*s 
compendious reafoning, and having procured aflidance 
laid hold of him, and carried him before Mr. Juftice 
Walton. Mr. Juftice Walton, it would appear, was 
not indifpofed to ufe the authority with which he wai 
vefted in bringing Halls to juftice, but he founds that 
** in his ftiuation as a inagijiratey the laiu of the IJland gave 
*^ him no jurifdinicn or authority over him^^ and, in fhort, ■ 
that he had no right to commit him. In this dilemma, 
Mr. Walton applied to Mr. Prefident Ince. " I told 
Mr. Walton,'* fays the Prefident in his letter to Lord 
SeafortHj " that I regretted with real concern, the de- 
ficiency in our law ; but that there was a penalty due to 
the king in fuch cafes," (viz. the eleven pounds four 
shillings) " and that, as Mr. Harding had fufficiently 
fubftantiated the fa£l, I v/ould order him to be committed 
till he paid the forfeiture, or a fuit ftiould be commenced 
iigainft him," Accordingly he was fent to prifon. 

2. The fecond inftance produced by Lord Seaforth 
is not inferior In atrocity to the firft. A Mr. Colbeck, 
who lives overfecr on Cabbage-tree Plantation, in St, 
Lucv's p;irifli, ** had bought a new Negr^ Boy out of ths ' 
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fMrdy*' (meaning the flave yard where negroes are ex- 
pofed to fale, in the fame manner as the cattle and fheep 
in Smithfield market), and carried him home. Conceiving 
a liking to the hpy> he took him into the houfe and made 
him wait at table, Mr. Crone, the overfeer of Rowe*s 
eftate, which is near to Cabbage-tree Plantation, wa« 
in the habit of vifiting Mr, Col beck, had noticed the boy, 
and knew him ivell, A fire happening one night in the 
neighbourhood, Colbeck went to give his affiftance, 
and the boy followed him. Colbeck, on his return 
home, miffed the boy, who had loft his way, and as he 
did not make his appearance the next day, he fent round 
to his neighbours, and particularly to Crone, informing 
them, that his African lad had ftrayed, that he could not 
/peak a *word of Englijhy and poflibly he might be found 
breaking fome fugar canes, or taking fomething elfe for 
bis fupport : in which cafe he requefted they would not 
injure him, but fend him home, and he would pay any 
damage the bpy might have committed. After a lapfe of 
two or thrqe days the poor creature was dil'covered in a 
gully (or deep water courfe) near to Rowe's eftate ; and 
a number of negroes were foon aflembleJ about the place. 
The boy naturally terrified with the threats, the noife, and 
the appearance of fo many people, retreated into a hole 
in a rock, having a ftone in his hand, for the purpofe, 
probably, of defence. By this time Crone, and fome 
other white perfons, had come up. By their orders a fire 
luas put to the hole where the boy lay^ ivhoy nvhen he began to 
be feorchedy ran from his hiding place into a pool of ivater 
ivhich luas near. Some of the negroes purfued him into 
the pool ; and the boy, it is laid, threw the ftone which 
He held in his hand at one of them. On this, two of the 
white men, Crone and Hollingsworth, find at the 
boy fiver al times with Jhoty and the negroes p sited him with 
flones. He was at length dragged out of the pool in a dying 
condition ; for he had not only recei^yed feveral bruifes from 
the JioneSy but his breafl was fo pierced with thefhot that it 
was like a cullender. The white favages (this is the lan- 
guage of Mr. Attorney General Beccles) ordered the 
negroes to dig a grave. JVhilfi they were digging ity the 
poor creature made ftgns of begging for water ^ which it as 
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mi given to him :■ hut as foon as the grave was dug^ he nvot 
jhrown into it and covered over, and, as is believed, while 
YET ALIVE. CoLBCEK, the owiier of the boy, hearing 
that a Negro had been killed, went to Crone to inquire 
into the truth of the report. Crone told him that a negro 
had been killed and buried, but ajfured him it ivas not his ^ for 
he knew him welly and he need not be at the trouble of 
opening tlie grave. On this Colbeck went away satis- 
fied. Receiving, however, further information,he returned 
and had the grave opened, when he found the murdered ne- 
gro to be his own, Coi.beck brought his aftion of damages 
in the courts of the ifland again ft Crone and Rollings- 
WORTH. The caufe was ready to be tried, and the court 
had met for the purpofe, when they thought proper to pay 
double the value of the boy, and •3^25 for the ufe of the 
ifland, (being ^5 lefs than the penalty fixed by law, of ^15 
currency each), rather than fuffer the bufinefs to go to a 
hearing. *^This, I am truly forry to fay," obferves the 
Advocate General, ** was the only puni/hmetJt which could 
be injured for fo barbarous and atrocious a crime, ^^ 

This horrid recital (which is given almoft in the words 
^f the report, merely avoiding repetitions) feems to require 
little comment. One circumftance of it, however, may 
not ftrike the minds of fomc readers with its due force, 
although it appears to be the moft affcfting part of the 
whole cafe. Colbeck, it is faid, on hearing that it was 
t ^ not his Slave who had been murdered, went away satis- 
fied. O moft opprobrious fatisfaftion ! The preceding 
part of the narrative had prepared us to expe£t in Col- 
beck fomo approximation to European feeling. But 
what is the facS: i On being cooly told that a negro had 
been killed and buried — told fo by his neighbour, the 
murderer : is he ftiocked ? Docs he exprefs any horror 
or indignation on the occafion ? No! he goes away fatis^ 
fied !l Let the reader give its due weight to this one 
circumftance, and he paiift be convinced that a ftate of 
fociety muft exift in the Weft Indies of which, as an in- 
habitant of this happy ifland, he can foarcely form any 
adequate conception. Suppofe, infte^.d of a Negro Slave, 
that it had been a horfe which had been thus killed \ 
Colbeck, had his horfe happened to be mifling at the 
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time, would have purfued exaftly the fame fteps, and 
would have been afFeded in the fame way as in the pre- 
fent inftance. We may alfo learn, from this impreffive 
circumftance, the value of Weft Indian teftimony when 
given in favour of Weft Indian humanity. The moral 
perceptions and feelings which prevail in that quarter of 
the world, it will be perceived, are wholly different from 
thofe on this fide of the Atlantic. It may be allowed 
that thefe men mean what they fay, when tney give each . 
other the praife of humanity. But examine their ftandard. 
Who is this man of humanity ? It is one, who, hearing 
that a fellow creature has been cruelly and wantonly 
murdered, goes away fatisfiedy becaufe he himfelf has 
fuftained no lofs by the murder ! An exception may be 
admitted in favour of a few men of enlightened minds : 
but the remark applies to the people — to the bulk of the 
community, whofe prejudices are ftated by Lord Sea- 
FORTH to be fo Jwribly ahfurdy as to refift all meafures 
for remedying this dreadful ft ate of things. But not to 
detain the reader any longer with reafonings on this fub- 
jeft, let us proceed to the third cafe communicated by 
Lord Seaforth, and which, if pofTible, is worfe than 
cither of the foregoing. 

3. A man of the name of No well, who lives in St. 
Andrew's parifh^ had been in the habit of behaving bru- 
tally towards his wife, and one day went fo far as to lock 
her up in a room, and confine her in chains. A negro 
woman belonging to this man, touched with compnjfion f$n 
her unfortunate niijlrefsy undertook privately to releafe her. 
NowELL found it out, and in order to punifli her, obliged 
her to put her tongue through a hole in a board, to which 
he fattened it on the oppofite fide with a fork, and. left 
her in that fituation for fome time. He afterwards cut 
out her tongue- nearly by the root, in confequence of 
which fhe almoft inftahtly died. No punifhment followed 
this monftrous aft of barbarity. 

It will, doubtlefs, be argued, that individual inftances 
of cruelty like thofe which have been cited, are no proofs 
of general inhumanity, any more than the annals of the 
Old Bailey can be confidered as exhibiting a fair view of 
cur national character. There is, howeiver, this very 
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icmarkable difference in the two cafes, a difference. wWch 
18 fatal to the argument. In this country, when we read 
of crimes, we read of their being followed by juft retri- 
bution 5 by fevere and exemplary punifhment. In the 
Weft Indies, on the contrary, we not only hear of the 
greateft crimes efcaping with impunity, but we find the 
laws themfelves confpiring to fhelter criminals from 
juftice : we find the moft refpeftable and enlightened part 
of the community fanftioning the perpetration even of 
murder, by their refufal to recognize the commifTion of 
it as a felonious ad:. 

But it will be faid by fome Weft Indians, *^ granting 
the cafe to be in Barbadoes as you have reprefented it, it 
is very unfair to extend the charge of inbumahity to the 
iflands generally. The legiflatures of all the other iilands 
have by law made the murder of a Slave felony, and have 
befides provided various falutary regulations for * the pro- 
tection of Slaves/ which place them in a fituation even 
of enviable fecurity and comfort." In reply to this rea^ 
foning, it will only be neceffary to refer to a preceding 
note, viz. that to page 24, line ^-fupray (p. 160^) and to 
Lord Grenville's fpeech, p. pS. 

A work has been recently publiflied with the title of 
** Notes on the Wjeft Indies, written during the expe- 
dition of the l^te General Sir Ralph Abercrombie," 
(1796, &c.) by George Pinckard, M. D. of the Royal 
College of Phyficians, Infpeftor General of Hofpitals to 
His Majefty's Forces, and Phyfician to the Bloomfbury 
Dilpenfary. The fafts recorded by Dr. Pinckard, are 
the refult of his own perfonal obfervation, and are there- 
fore entitled to particular attention. The remaining part 
of this note will be taken from Dr. Pinckard's work. 

*' Two unhappy negroes, a man and a woman, having 
been driven by cruel treatment to abfcond from the plan- 
tation Lahcafter, were taken a few days'^mce, and brought 
back to the eftate, when the manager, whofe inhuman 
feverity had caufed them to fly from his tyrannic govern- 
ment, dctilt out to them his avenging defpotifm with more 
than favage brutality. Taking with him two of the 
ftrongeft drivers, armed with the heavieft whips, he led 
out thefe trembling and wretched Africans, early in th^ 

morning, 
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morning, to a tetnoW part of the eftate, tod dlftant for 
the officers to hear their cries j and there, tying down 
firft the man, he flood by, and made the drivers fiog him 
with many hundred lafhes, until, on releafing him from 
the ground, it was difcovered that he was nearly ex- 
haufked: and in this ftate the inhunvm monfler ilrucl^ 
him on the head with the butt-end of a large whip, and 
felied him to the earth j when the poor negro, efcaping 
at once from his flavery and his fi*ifFerings, expired at the 
murderer's feet. But not fatiated with blood, this favage 
tyrant next tied down the naked woman, on the fpot by 
the dead body of her huiband, and with the whips, aU 
ready deep in gore, compelled the drivers to infli£k a 
punifliment of feveral hundred lafhes, which had yearly 
releafed her alfo from a life of toil and torture. 

" Hearing of thefe aAs of cruelty, on my return from 
the hofpital, and fcarcely believing it poffible that they 
could have been committed, I went immediately to the 
fick-houfe to fatisfy myfelf by oscular teflimony j when^ 
alas ! I difcovered that all I had heard was too fatally 
true: for, fhocking to relate, I found the wretched and 
almofl murdered woman lying ft ark naked on her belly, 
upon the dirty boards, without any covering to the horrid 
wounds which had been cut by the whips, and with the 
ftill warm and bloody corpfe of the man extended at her 
fide, upon the neck of which was an iron collar, and a 
long heavy chain, which the now murdered negro had 
been made to wear from the time of his return to the 
eflate. 

" The flefli of the woman was fo torn, as to exhibit 
one extenfive fore from the loins almofl down to her 
hams ; nor had humanity adminiflered even a drop of oil 
to foften her wounds. The only relief fhe knew was 
that of extending her feeble arm in order to beat off the 
tormenting flies with a fmall green bough, which had 
been put into her hand for that purpofe by the fympa* 
thizing kindnefs of a fellow flave. A more fhocking and 
diflreffing fpedlacle can fcarcely be conceived. The dead 
man, and the almofl expiring woman, had been brought 
home from the place of punifhment and thrown into tiif 
negro hofpital, amidfl the crowd of (ick, with cruel un- 
concern. 
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concern. Lying on the oppofite fide of the corpfe was a 
fellow fufFerer in a fimilar condition to the poor woman. 
His buttocks, thighs, and part of his back, had been 
flogged into one large fore, which was ftill raw, although 
be had been punifhed a fortnight before! ! " 
- After an account of the burial of the murdered man, 
Dr. PiNCKARD gives us this further information refpefting 
the feelings . of Colonial mafters, and the cafe of the 
unfortunate woman. 

** A few days after the funeral, the attorney of the 
eftate happened to call at Lancafter to vifit the officers, 
and the converfation naturally turning upon the late 
cruelty of the manager, and the confequent injury derived 
to the proprietor, we aflced him what punifhment the 
Jaws of the Colony had provided for fuch horrid and bar- 
barous crimes ; exprefling our hope that the manager 
would fuffer the difgrace he fo juftly merited : when, to 
our great furprife, the attorney fmiledy and treated our remarks 
only as the dreams of men unpraElifcd in the 'ways ofjlaverf. 
He fpake of the murder with as little feeling as the ma- 
nager had perpetrated it, and fecmed to be amufed at our 
vrfionary ideas of piinifhing a white man for his cruel trectr- 
nteiit of flanyes, 

** To the queflion, whether the manager would notJ>e 
difmifled from the eftate, he replied, ^ Certainly not * 
adding, that * if the negro had been treated as he deferved 
he would have been flogged to death long before/ Such 
was the amount of his fympathy and concern \ The laws 
of the Colony, he fald, were intended to prevent any per- 
fon from punifliing a flave with more than thirty-nine 
Jafhes, for the fame offence ; but by incurring only a 
fmall fine he could at any time punifh a negro with as 
many hundred ln{lies_-as he might wi(h, * although the 
Governor and the Fifcal were {landing at his elbow/ 

" You will believe that I was careful to obfeWe-the 
progrefs of the frightful wounds infii6ted upon the poof 
woman, and to watch her recovery : and you will be 
fiiocked to know tliat her fnilcrings v/ere feverely in- 
creafed, by the cruel ncglccfl wliich Succeeded to her 
punifhment. 

"One 



, ( 175 ) 

** One morning, upon hearing the loud v cries of a 
female, I was led to look out at my window, when I faw 
feme negroes carrying this unfortunate woman from the 
fick houfe into the yard, where they laid her down in the 
dirt, upon the bare ground, amidft a heavy fhower of 
rain j then kneeling at her fides, they proceeded to examine 
minutely into her wounds ; and you will fcarcely hold it 
credible, when I tell you that they were employed a full 
half-hour picking maggots out of her fores. The ulcer-, 
ations had penetrated to a great depth, particularly wi thin- 
fide the thighs, where the lafhes of the whips had cut 
round, and torn the flefli in a frightful manner. The 
ulcers were very raw, and confiderably enlarged, by the 
gnawing of the maggots which had been bred within 
them. 

^* I cannot defcribe to you the horror I felt at this 
deplorable fight. I had often heard of maggotting iheep, 
but this was the firll inftance I had met with of maggot- 
ting a human being ; and I felt additional diftrels, in 
finding the fubjedi of it a poor unhappy female, whofc 
punilhment had been already fevere, and in whom the 
occafion for fuch a beaftly procefs might and ought to 
have been prevented had the common didlates of hu- 
manity been obferved. The poor afflifted wretcH groaned 
heavily under her fufferings ; and the operation which 
in itfelf was feverely painful, was rendered fo in a ftill 
greater degree by the roughnefs of her untutored fur- 
geons. During the whole of the time, (he was expofed 
naked to the rain, and to the eyes of the flaves, officers, 
foldiers, and all who chanced to pafs that way. It was a 
fpeftacle which was equally offen five to humanity and to 
delicacy ! 

** On reprefenting the horrid cruelty of this cafe to the 
f\irgeon, he remarked to us, that the fores from punifh- 
ments did not ufually fall under his treatment, but were 
left to the care of the negro doctor, v/Iio had the charge 
of the fick houfe 5 and tliat nothing was more common 
than to fee the wounds filled with maggots — ^ indeed,' 
laid he, * it is often our greatell difficulty, in the practice 
of furgery in thefe climate j, to prevent the breeding of 
infefts in th^ fores." ( jd vol. p. ^'5-^70.) 

" The 
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" The corporal punifliment of flaves is fo frcqutnt, that 
indead of exciting the repugnant fenfations felt by Euro- 
peans on firft witneffing it, fcarcely does it produce, in 
the breafts of thofe long accu domed to the Weft Indies, 
even the flighteft feelings of compaffion. The lady I 
have above, alluded to, appears of good natural difpo/kion^ 
iotd in no degree difpofeJ to general cruelty; but the frequency 
of the fight has rendered her callous to its common in- 
fluence upon the^eclings. 

*^ Being one morning at her houfe, whik fitting in 
converfation, we fuddenly heard the loud cries of a negro 
fuffering under the whip. Mrs. —7 — exprefied furprize 
on obferving me fliudder at his fhrieks ; and you will 
believe that I was in utter aftonifhmcnt to find her treat 
his fiifferings as matter of amufement. It proved that th^ 
punifliment proceeded from the arm of the lady's huf- 
band, and fell upon one of her own flaves : and, can you 
believe, that on learning this, fhe exclaimed, with a broad 
fmile, * Aha ! it will do him good ! a little wholefome 
flagellation will refrefh him. — It will fober him.- — It will 

open his (kin, and make him alert. If Y was to give 

it them all it would be of fervice to them !' 

** I could not compliment the lady upon her humanity. 
The loud clang of the whip continued, and the poor im* 
ploring negro as leudly cried, * Oh mafia, mafia ! — God 
A'mighty ! — God blefs you, mafia ! — I beg your pardon ! 
— Oh! mafia, oh!— I beg your pardon J— Oh! God 
A'mighty-rGod blefs you !'— Still the whip founded 
^loud, and ftiil the lady cried, * Aye, its very neccflary' I" 
(vol. ii. p. 192, 193.) 

** Unfortunately, I am now enabled to fpcak of the 
punifhment of a flave, which was far more feverc than 
that mentioned in my laft letter ; and, I am forry to add, 
attended with fi milar marks of infenfibility, and want of 
feeling, on the part of a white female. Happening to 
call one morning upon a lady at Stabroek, in company 
withfeveral Europeans who*had been my fcUow-paflfen- 
gers hither, we were fcarcely feated before we heard the 
bleeding clang of the whip, and the painful cries of a 
poor unfortunate black. 

*' The lady of the houfe, more accuftomed to fcenes of 

flavery 
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flavery than ourfelvcs, pointed to the fpot, and, as If it 
were a pleafant fight for ftrangers, or fomething that 
might divert us, aied, with apparent glee, if we faw. 
them flogging the fiegre ? Truly we faw the whole too 
clearly. A poor unhappy flave was ftretched out naked^ 
upon the open ftreet, tied down with his face to the 
ground before the Fifcal's door, his two legs extended tp 
one flake, his arms (trained out, at full length, to two 
others in form of the letter Y, and thus fecured to the 
earth, two ftrong armed drivers placed at his fides, were 
cutting his bare flcin, by turns, with long heavy, laflied 
whips, which from the found alone, without feeing th^ 
blood that followed, conveyed the idea of tearing away 
pieces of flefh at every ftroke." lb. p. 20 1. 

Page 54, line 28. 
/ am afraid it {the Abolition) will he the occqfion (f an 
infinite quantity of blood being fpilt,'] In what way the pro*? 
hibithig a further increafe, by importation, of the negro 

Eopulation in the Iflands, fhould tend to the efFuflSon of 
lood there, is not very obvious j that being an effefl: much 
more likely (whether we eonfult reafon or experience), to 
attend a large influx of African negroes into the Colonies* 
In this opinion the Hiftorian of Jamaica, Long, fully 
concurs. Befides, no fuch effeft has followed the mear 
fure of Abolition in any of the American States. 

Page 57, line i. ^ , , . 

They were thrown overboard to the nuinber of one hundred 
mnd thirty. ~\ The circumftance here alluded to was cer- 
tainly never ftated, as Mr. Rose fuppofed, in any evidence 
cither before the Privy Council or either Houfe of Parlia- 
ment. It came out on the trial of a cafe of infurance * be* 
fore Lord Chief Juftice Mansfield, and Juftices Wills 
and BuLLER, in the Court of King's Bench, at Guildhall, 
in the month of March, 1783. The particulars, as care* 
fully noted at tlie time of the trial, w«re as follows, viz. 

• In this Cafe, Gr EG8 ON and others, againft Gi lie r.t and otheri, 
the Counfel for the Infurcrs were Mr. Davknport, Mr. Pi got, and 
>4r. Hey wooi>T and for the Owners, the Solicitoi Geo«4|||(LEt)y and 
Mr. Cha'Mbjlx. 

Z The 
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The fhip Zvng^ Luke ColUngwoodj mafter, failed from 
the Ifle of St. Thomas^ on the Coaft of Africa^ the 6th 
September, 1781, with 442 flaves and 17 whites on board, 
tor Jamaica \ and on the 27th November following, (he 
fell in with that ifland •, but inftead of proceeding to fomc 
port, the mafter, either through ignorance or a finifter 
intention, ran the fhip to leeward, alleging that he mif- 
took Jamaica for Hifpaniola. 

Sicknefs and mortality had by this time taken place. 
It is needlefs to ftate that previoufly to the a£l: regulating 
the tranfport of flaves, thefe evils fcarcely ever failed to 
carry off vaft numbers during the voyage ; the avarice of 
the traders inducing them to crowd, or rather to pach^ too 
many flaves together in the holds of their (hips. On 
board the Zong, between the time of her leaving the 
Coaft of Africa (6th September) and the 29th November, 
1 78 1, upwards of sixty flaves and seven white people 
died, and a great many of the remaining flaves, on the 
day laft mentioned, were fick of fome fevere diforder, 

and LIKELY NOT TO LIVE LONG. 

Thefe circumftances olficknefs and mortartty are necef- 
fary to be remarked ; and alfo the confequence of them, 
viz. that the dead and dying flaves would have been » 
lofs to the owners, and in fome proportion alfo to the 
captain of the ibip, who was allowed a certain per cent- 
age on the proceeds 5 unlefs fome, pretence or expedient 
had been found to throw the lofs upon the infurers. 

T!1:\Q ficinefs and mortality on board the Zong, prevlouf 
to the 29th November, 1781 (the time when they began 
to throw the poor negroes overboard alive) was not 
occafioned by the want of water ,• for it was proved that 
the people on board did not difcover till that very day, 
the 29th November, that the ftock of frefh water was 
reduced, as was alleged, to 200 gallons. Yet the fame 
day, or on the evening of itj before any foul had been put t9 
fhort allowance <i and before there was any prefent or real 
want of water, the mafter of the Ihip called together the 
ofl[icers, and told them to the following efFe£t, * that if 
the flaves died a natural death, it would be the lofs of the 
owners oMk {hip : but if they were thrown olive into thefea^ 
ii would Wthf lofs of the underwriters^ and to palliate this 

inhumaa 
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inhuman propofal, the maftet, ColUngivoodj argued, that 
it would not be fo cruel to throw tlje poor Jick ivretchei 
(meaning the flaves) i7ito the fea^ as to fuffer them to 
linger out a few days, under the diforders with which 
they were afHi£i:ed. To this fcheme the mate (whofe 
name was Kelfall) objected at the firft, and faid ^ ther$ 
ivas no prefefit want of water to juftify fuch a meafure/ 
But Collingwood prevailed upon the reft of the officers and 
crew to lillen to his propofal, and on the fame evening, 
and during two or three following days, he caufed to be 
picked out from the fhip's cargo 133 flaves, all or moft of 
whom were fick, and thought not likely to live, and order- 
ed THE CREW BY TURNS TO THROW THEM INTO THR 

SEA, which order was readily complied with. It appeared 
by the evidence of Mr, Stubbsy late Governor of Ana*, 
maboe, then a palTenger, and of the chief mate Kelfall^ 
that on the 29th November, 54 perfons were actually 
thrown overboard alive y and that on the following day 42. 
more wer* alfo thrown overboard. 

On the fecond day after this barbarous murder had 
been committed, viz. on the ift of December, and before 
the flock of water was co?ifumedy there fell a plentiful rain, 
which was admitted to have * continued a day or twoy and 
which enabled them to qoW^Ol ftx cafks of watery which 
was ' FULL ALLOWANCE for II days, or for 23 days at 
half allowance J ' whereas the fhip actually arrived at 
Jamaica in 21 days afterwards, viz. on the 22d Decem- 
ber, 1 78 1. They feem alfo to have had an opportunity 
oiF fending their boat for water, no lefs than 13 days 
Iboner, viz. on the pth December, when they * made the 
wefl end of Jamaica dijlant two or three leagues only^ as was 
ftated by a perfon who was on board ; fo that the fix 
cafks of rain water caught on the ift and 2d of December, 
(only feven days before this opportunity of obtaining water 
from Jamaica) was not only 2^ providential fupply,.but m^y 
perhaps be viewed as /)ro'y;W^/;//W/)? demonftrating the.ini* 

3uity of pretending a necejftty to put innocent man to 
eath, through the mere apprehenfion of a wanty which, even 
fuppoling it had taken place, could not have afforded sn 
, adnaiffible juftification of the horrible deed j but which 

■ . ' ■ Za .... did- 
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iid never really exifi or take place at all in their cafe; their 
ftock of water having never been aftually confumed. 

But this is not all. Notwithftanding this fupply, and 
the proof which it afforded of the poffibility of obtaining 
further fupplies by rain ; and although they had the addi- 
tional hope of being able to hold out with their increafed 
ftock of water, till they might chance to meet vrith fome 
fliip, or be able to fend to fome ifland for a further fup- 
ply ; they neverthelefs cajl 26 more human perfons alive into 
thefeay even after the rain, whofe hands were alfo 
fettered. And this aft was done, it feems, in the fight of 
liiany of the unhappy Haves who were upon deck at the • 
time. And fuch an efFeft had the fight on them, that ap- 
prehending a fimilar fate, and dreading, it would feem, 
the being fettered, ten more of them in defpair jumped 
overboard, and were hkenvife drowned / 

All thefe fafts, it is never to be forgotten, came out, 
not upon the trial of Collingiuood for murder, but upon a 
civil fuit inftituted by the owners, for the purpofe of 
recovering from the underwriteri, the value of the flaves 
thus cruelly murdered. And, ftill more ftrange to relate, 
the owners gained their caufe, while the agents in this 
horrible tranfaftion were not even queftioned criminally 
upon it. 

Page 58, line %. 

A negro does not underjland any condition hut that of majter 
and Jlave. A negro is hardly ever induced to 'work as a free 
labourer,'] It is a notorious faft that throughout the 
whole continent of North America the negroes do work, 
and work diligently, as free labourers j and that they do 
underfland the duties and the privileges' of other con- 
ditions befides that of a flave. In nine of the United 
States the condition even of flavery itfelf is abolifhed. 
In the Spanifh Colonies lying in the fame parallel of 
latitude with Jamaica, the number of free negroes is 
ftated to be equal if not fuperior to the number of flave 
negroes. And there the free negroes labour induftrioufly. 
Can it be faid with any truth that the ideas of the negroes 
of St. Domingo are confined to the condition of mafter 
alid flave ? Do not they labour as free men, and for hire ? ' 
If not, why fliould our government have fo liberally en- 
couraged tlie trade to that Ifland, both with a view to the 
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confumption of our manufaftures, and the immenfe re- 
turns of valuable produce, all raifed by free labour, which 
are to be procured for them ? Or are the negroes in. 
St. Domingo a different race from thofe in Jamaica ? 

But this reafonhig, though fufSciently decifive, does 
not comprize all the evidence which may be produced 
on the fubjeft. Captain Beaver in his African Memo- 
randa (printed for Baldwin), details at great length the 
particulars of an experiment condufted under his direc- 
tion, for the purpofe of afcertaining whether tropical pro- 
duftions could be cultivated in Africa by means oi free 
labiur. The point he fap is proved beyond a doubt ^ (p. 304). 
And certainly no one can read his work without agreeing 
with him. 

On the 27th of February, 1804, a Committee of the 
floufe of Commons, appointed to examine the ftate of 
the Colony ofoierra Leone, after a long and laborious 
invert igation, prefented to the Houfe a Report containing 
the following paflage. '* The facility with which free 
native-labourers have been induced to feek employment 
in the Colony, and the fatisfaftion they appear generally 
to have given to their employers, forms a leading and in- 
terefting feature in the hiflory of the Colony 5 and there 
is reafon to believe that to whatever extent cultivation 
may be carried this demand will always be fupplied.'* 

To thefe teftimonies innumerable others might be 
added from all the old writers on Africa, as well as from 
Park. ** The induftry of the Foulahs," this writer ob- 
ferves, *' is every where remarkable." p. 61. Again, 
*^ The negroes in general, and the Mandingoes in particu- 
'^ lar, are confidered by the whites as indolent and in- 
•^ a6tive, I think without reafon. Few people work 
harder," p. 280. See for further proofs, the Evidence 
taken before the Privy Council, before the Houfe of Com- 
mons, in 1790 and 1791, and before the Houfe of Lords in 

1 799-. P^3^' 
It is true at the fame time, that in Jamaica no free 

' negroe can be found who will confent to labour for hire 

in the field ; both becaufe no man will voluntarily fub- 

je£k himfelf, as he muft do ih that cafe, to the cart whip 

of the driver J and becaufe he can employ his labour in s 

thoufand other wayS) with infinitely more advantage. 

Page 
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Page 5?j line 21. 

/ can venture to affirm that for forty orjifty years pqflj fi$ 
means have been left untried which imagination could devife or 
labour execute^ to counteraEl the evils which neceffarily attend 
ihefyjlem ofjlavcry,'] This can hardly be confidered to apply 
with any fairnefs as a general defcription of the Planters 
of Jamaica, the ifland to which it refers, and that for many 
cogent reafons, of which however two only will here be 
mentioned, becaufe they do not admit of difpute. Firft, 
the Planters of Jamaica, with a few very riare exceptions, 
have done nothuig, literally nothing, to promote the moral 
improvement of their Slaves. Nay, they have done all 
in their power to hinder it, as may be feen from the note 
to page 38, line 35, fupra p. 164. 

Second, It is generally admitted that no effort has 
been made to introduce talk-work in that ifland, although 
tlie example of America eftablifhes, in fo fatisfadlory a 
manner, the falutary effeft of that expedient. The mea- 
fure doubtlefs may be attended with difficulty ; but as the 
aflertion now adverted to implies a wiUingnefs on tKe 
part of the Planters to encaviriter and overcome difficulties 
in the profecution of their benevolent plans, it might have 
l>een expefted that fome attempt at leaft would have beet^ 
made to introduce fo great an improvement. 

Even Mr. Bryan Edwards was decidedly of opinion 
th^t much had been left untried, which was calculated 
to countera£l: the evils of colonial bondage. In his Hif- 
tory of the Weft Indies, Vol. II. p. 180, (3d edit. 8vo;) 
he propofes fevcral expedients for that purpofe, none of 
which, it is believed, have yet been adopted. Firft, " to 
render their Libour certain and determinate ; in other 
words to apportion to each negro, according to his 
ftrength, a fpecific quatitity of work, to be performed in 
a given time, allowirg to fuch of them as fhall have 
finifhed their tafk within the time, the reft of the day to 
themfelves, and pay them v/ages for extra labour." *'This 
plan," he goes on to rer/iark, "feeixis calculated to awaken 
a ipirit of emulation and induftry which the dread of pu-, 
nifhment can never produce. And at the fame time it 
will be neceflary to fecure to the negroes by law the little 
arbperty wliich their own induftry may acquire." ** A 
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fecond propofal is to make them arbiters on the condud: 
of each other, by inftituting a fort of jury among them 
for the trial of petty offences." . This he fays will give 
diem right notions of diftributive juftice, and tend to civi- 
lization and improvement. '^ A third meafure is, to ren-* 
der the Sabbath what it ought to be, a day of reft and 
religious improvement. To which end the markets on 
Sundays" (for be it known that Sunday is the market day, 
the only market day, the recognized market day, in Jamaica 
and the other iflands) " ought to b^ fupprefled. They are 
a difgrace to a Chriftian . country," and ' fome other day* 
appointed. He then defcribes feelingly the hardfliips 
and mifery which are confequent on that fyftem of law 
by which Slaves may be feized and fold to the higheft 
bidder for the debts of their maftcr, without regard to.kin-^ 
dred or connexions, or to the grounds they may have culti- 
vated, or the peculium they may have acquired, a practice 
by which alnioft all the horrors of the African Slave Trade 
are perpetuated in the iflands ; and he propofes that the 
Slaves fhould be attached to the foil as they were in the 
French iflands. This is alfo Mr. Long's opinion. 

Now, Mr. Edwards was himfelf a planter 5 he had re- 
fided long in Jamaica 5 and he was by no means difpofed- 
to concede too much to the advocates for abolition ; for he 
uniformly oppofed them in Parliament. Yet it is from him 
we have thefe propofals ; not one of which, however, 
notwithftanding the loud profefl[ions of the Jamaica plan- 
ters, appears as yet to have been, not to fay carried into 
eflPeft, but even ferioufly contemplated by them with z 
view to its adoption. 

Page 80, line 21. 
But we are told your Legi/lathn here is fruitlefs ; you never 
can abolifh this trafficky without the leave of the P la titers.^ 
The Planters thcmfelves, however, are by no means fa 
forward to declaim on the impracticability of abolifliing the 
Slave Trade, as fome of our orators at home. The whole 
of the reafoning of the Legiflature of Jamaica in the 
papers transmitted from that country, and prcfented to the 
Houfe of Commons, proceeds on the unequivocal admif- 
Con of the practicability of aboliihing the Slave Trade by 
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a prohibitory la'iv. Tkere is fomething ftrangely incon- 
fiftent, in the courfe which feme perfons purfue on this 
fubjei^. They affirm that if the Slave Trade is prohibited 
the iflands will be ruined ; population will decreafe ; 
the value of property will dimiuifh ; emancipation will 
follow, &c. : and yet they affijm with equal vehemence, 
that not one Slave lefs will be imported. 

Page 90, line 22. 

For the purpofe of being pur chafed Uke fi many head of cattle 
iy your PUifiters,'] Dr. Pickard's Notes on the Weft Indies 
(fee Note to page 46, line 3^, fupra p. 172.) fliall furnUh 
fbme ftriking illuftrations of this remark, illuftrations fully 
confirmed by the evidence adduced upon it before the 
Privy Council and the Houfe of Commons, pajfim. 

^^ A few days ago," obferves this refpeftable writer, 
" I had the opportunity of being prefent at a more r-egu- 
lar fale or market for Slaves than I had feen before, and 
here I witneflcd all the heart-rending diftrefs attendant 
upon fuch a fcene. I Caw numbers of out fellow-beings 
regularly bartered for gold, and transferred like cattle or 
any common merchandife, from one pofleifor to another. 
It was a fight which European curiofity had rendered^ me 
defirous to behold, although I had anticipated from it only 
a painful gratification. I may now fay — I have feen it! — 
and while nature animates my breaft with even the feebleft 
Ipark of humanity, i can never forget it ! 

*' The poor Africans who were to be fold, were ex- 
pofed naked, in a large empty building, like an open barn. 
Thofe who came with intention to purchafe, minutely in- 
fpefted them, handled them, made them jump, and ftamp 
with their feet, and throw out their arms and their legs ; 
turned them about; looked into the jr mouths j . and, ac- 
cording to the ufual rules of traffick with refpefl: to cattle, 
examined them, and made them fliew themfelvei in a va- 
riety of ways, to try if they were founa and healthy.' All 
tliis was as diftrefsful as humiliating, and tended to excite 
ftrong averfion and difguft ; but a wound, ftill morfe fcvere, 
was inflidled on the feelings, by fome of the purchafers 
felc£ting only fuch as their judgment led them to pre- 
fer, regardlefs of the bonds of nature and affection I The 
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urgent appeals of friendfliip and attachment were un- 
heeded ; fighs and tears made no impreffion 5 and all the 
imploring looks, and penetrating exprefEons of grief were 
unavailing. Hungry commerce corroded even the golden 
chains of afFeffcion, and fordid intereft burft every tie of 
nature afunder. The hufband was taken from the 
wife, children feparated from their parents, and the lover 
torn from his miftrefs, the companion was bought away 
from his friend, and the brother not fufFered to accom- 
pany the filler. In one part of the building, was feen 
a wife clinging to her hufband, and befeeching in the 
ftrongeft eloquence of nature not to be left behind him. 
Here was a fifter hanging upon the neck of her brea- 
ther, and, with tears entreating to be led to the fame 
home of captivity. There ftood two brothers, enfolded 
in each others arms, mutually bewfiiling their threatened 
reparation. In other parts were friends, relatives, and 
companions, praying to be fold to the fame matter, 
ufing figns to fignify that they would be content witn 
flavery, might they but toil together. Silent tears, deep 
fighs, and heavy lamentations befpoke the univerfal fiifRr- 
Jng of thefe poor blacks, and proved that nature w^s 
ever true to her feelings. Never was fcene more diftrcfs- 
ful. Among thefe unhappy degraded Africans fcarcely 
was there an unclouded countenance. Every feature 
was veiled in the filent gloom of woe, and forrowing na- 
ture poured forth in all the bitternefs of afHiftion." 

" When purchafed, the Slaves were marked by placing 
a bit of firing, or of red or white tape round their arms 
or necks. One gentleman, who bought a confiderable 
number of them, was proceeding to diftinguilh thofe he 
had feleftcd, by tying a bit of red tape round the neck, 
when I obf irved two negroes, who were (landing tggether 
entwined in each other's arms, watch him with great 
anxiety. Prefently he apprpached them, and after making 
his examination affixed the mark only to one of them. 
The ot^er, with a look of unerring expreffion, and with 
an impuife of mai'ked difappointment, cad his eyes up 
to the purchafer, feeming to fay — * And will you not have 
^ me too ?* — then jumped, and danced, and (lamped with 
his feet, and m^ide other figns to fignify that he alfo was 
t 2 A found 



fpund and {Irong, and worthy his choice.' He was nf« 
V^rthelefs palled by unregarded, upon which he turned 
^gain to his companion, his friend, brother, whichever h^ 
"Vvas, took him to his bofom, hung upon him, and in for- 
rowful countenance expreffed the ftrongeft marks of dif- 
^ppointmcnt and aflliftion. The feeling was mutual' — ^it 
;|rofe from reciprocal affe6l:ion. His friend participated 
in his grief, and they both wept bitterly. Soon after- 
wards, on looking round to complete his purchafe, th^ 
planter again pafled that way, and not finding any oh^ 
that better fuited his purpofe, he now hung the tok^n o£ 
choice round the neck of the negro whom ne had beforfe 
difregarded. All the powers of art could not have ef- 
fefted the change that followed 5 more genuine joy was 
m^yev exprefl'ed. His countenance became enlivened, grief 
^nd fadnefs vaniflied, and flying into the arms of his 
friend, he carefTed him with warm embraces, then fkip- 
ped, and jumped, and danced about, exhibiting all the 
pureft figns of mirth and gratification. ' His companion^ 
rXQt fefs delighted, received him with reciprocal feelings — 
and' a more pure and native fympathy was never ea^hi- 
^ited. Happy in being, again, ailbciated, they now re- 
tired apart from the crowds and fat down, in ^uiet con- 
tentment^ hugging and.kifiing the red fignal of bondage, 
like two attached and affeftionate brothers— fatisfied t« 
toil out their days^ for an unknown mafter, fo they might 
but travel their journey of flavery together. In the after- 
noon of the fame day I chanced to be prefent when ano- 
■tiKer gentleman came to purchafe'fome of the Slaves, who 
•\ircre not fold in the morniiig. After looking through the 
lot he remarked that he did not fee any who were of 
pteafant countenance, and going on to. make further ob- 
jeflions^refpefting their appearance, he was interrupted 
by thc;'' "vender who remarked,^ that at that moment they 
were feen to great difadvantage, as they looked worfe 
*'Jrom having Icjl their friends and ajpjciates in the morning* 
Aye ! truly, I could nave replied, a very poA^erful reafon 
why they are unfit for fale this afternoon ! If to be of 
fmiling countenance were ncceflary to their being fold, 
it were politic not to expofe them for long to coftie. Still* 
Tome were feleiied, and the mark of. purchafe being 
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made, the diftrefsful fcene df thfc mbrhirig waS in a ii* 
grec repeated. . - ./ - - V * 

*^ A few of the moft Hl-Iooking, only, now -remained." 

— " Thefe remained to:a future day, and woiild pro- 

bably be fold, not to the^lanters, biit to tK6 boat-worheiJ, 
tailors, huckfters, or fome of the infetiof mephahic^s or 
filopkeepcrs of the town, at a price fomewhat lower thati 
that demanded for the more rbbtift and wdl-looking^ 
and, alas ! though lead able to bear fatigue, thefe feebfe 
1>eings would moft likely be fubje£]ted fo a' far more heivy 
flavery than thofe of ftronger frame." Vol. II. p. ii6— 

224: . .J 

Another fcene of the fame kind was afterwards wiN 

nefled by Dr. Pinckard, and is thus dcfci^ibed by him.' 

" Not fimply from curiofity, but from a defire of ac- 
quiring inftrudion from whatever occurs of peculiar ii^- 
tcreft, I have again been led to be prcfent at one of thofe 
moft humiliating fcenes, a fale of huinan merchandize, 
where I faw, what is here termed, a prirrie tar^o of 300 
men and women from the Gold Coaft of Africa, fiH 
human beings like ourfelvcs, expofed to public vendui^ 
even as the herds of fhecp and oxen in Smithfield mar- 
ket ! But although I had now been more than a year in 
flic Weft Indies, I was glad to ffAd that my EuropeaA 
feelings were not yet fo entirely bluntedv as to allow rah 
to witnefs fuch a Icene without experiencing the painful 
fenfations which naturally arife in the breaft of an Englilh^ 
man, upon feeing his fellow . creatures thus miferably 
degraded. 

'^ The crowd was as great as af a Coventry fhew-fairi 
and amidft the throng I obfenred many females, as well 
•white as of colour, who,, decked out in tinfel finery, had 
come to the roupe to buy flaves, either for themfelveS^, 
their matters , or keepers. Infants too were brought to 
point the lucky finger to a fable drudge for little f elf ^ upon 
the fame prejudice which leads mamma to take dear babe 
to a lottery office, to finge/ out the happy ticket, which is 
tty make little miflby's. fortune ! 

*^ The poor blacks Were not expofed to public gaze 
«J)oh a high ftool, in order to be fir ft examined, and then 
knocked^ 3o^'n af th^ hammer, as at a Dutch fale jC 
* • %A -%• . ., Bcrbiftibe ^^ 
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Bcrbifche ; but were divided into three great lots, aceord* 
ing to their value 5 and, the price being fixed, the pur- 
chafers were left to feleft from whichever divifion they 
.jnight prefer • Boys from eleven to fourteen years of age 
fold for 600 or 700 guilders. The price of the women 
was from 700 to 800 guilders ; and of the men from 700 
to 900 ; but a few of the flrongeft were valued fomewhat 
higher. The agent who condu£led the fale is a liberal 
man, poflefled of humane fentiments and a cultivated 
mind ; but it is unfortunately his calling to deal in human 
flefh J and he very juftly remarked to ine> that in follow- 
ing this occupation, it is neceflary to give an opiaii td the 
finer feelings of nature. 

*' The coar^ airs and indecent vulgarity exhibited by a 
negrefs, (who had probably been herfelf expofed in a 
fimilar manner) and a mulatto woman, her aflbciate, to^ 
Wards fome of thefe poor African girls, were both ftriking 
and difgufting. Each of thefe cloudy nymphs had 
wheedled her lord to grant her the privilege of choofing 
a flave, to be the immediate attendant of her dark-hued 
perfon; and in making their feleftion, they ufed as little 
.delicacy in touching, turning about, and trying their fel- 
low blacks, as a butcher would in examining a pen of any 
other fort of black cattle in an open market. Common 
decency was outraged in thefe proceedings, which grofsly 
aggravated a fcene, that, under its beft colours, fc naoft 
cruelly humiliating, / ,,. 

" I committed a heavy trefpafe;iif^On, my feelings, by 
remaining for a confiderable time at this fale j but at 
length hurt and fhockcd at what I had witnefled, and led 
into painful refleftions upon the fadly checquered lot of 
our fpecies, I made my retreat from this market of human 
woe, where not only the laws of decor^ijpi axe openly in- 
vaded, and the rules of propriety fet:*^at defiance, but 
where all the focial ties of our nature are broken down 
and bartered for gold. 

^* Amidft a fcene every way repugnant to humanity, I 
was pleafed to remark that a general fympathy was excited 
towards one particular family, vrhofe appeals to the com- 
paflion of the multitude were notlefs powerful than their 
claims. , The family confided of x mother, three daujgh* 
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ters, and a •Ton. The parent^ although die days of hef 
youth were paft, was flill a well looking woman; the 
children appeared to be from fourteen to twenty years of 
age : they were very like the mother, and ftill more re- 
fembled each other, being all of diftinguiihed face and 
Jigu.e, and remarkably the handfomefl negroes of the 
whole cargo. Their diftrels, left they fhould be feparated, 
and fold to different mailers, was ftron^ly depifbed upon 
^heir countenances, and exprelfed in fuch lively and im- 
preflive appeals, that the hole crowd were, impulfively, 
led to commiferate their fufFerings; and by univerud 
fCOnfent, they were removed from the three great lots, 
and placed m a feparate corner by themfelves, in order 
that they might all be fold to the fame mafter. 

** Observing their extreme agitation, I was led par- 
ticularly to notice their conduct, as influenced by the 
ferror of being torn from each other, and I may truly 
fay, that I witnefled a juft and faithful reprefentat^ion of 
the dijlrejfed mother ^ and fuch as might bid defiance even 
to the all-irnitative powers of a Siddons : for the fe^s of 
the parent, left ftie fliould be feparated from her chiloren, 
or thofe from each other, were anxious and watchful 
beyond all that imagination could paint, or the moft vivid 
fancy pourtray. When any one approached their little 
group, or chanced to look towards them with the attentive 
eye ofiwa pur chafer, the children in broken fobs, crouched 
nearer together, arid the tearful mother, in agonizing 
impulfe, inftantly fell down before the Ipeftator, bowed 
herfelf to the €»rth, and kilTed his feet: then alternately 
clinging to his legs, and preffing her children to her bofonit 
fhe fixed herfelf upon her knees, clafped her hands to- 
gether, and, in an anguifti, caft up a look of humble 
petition which might have found its way even to the heart 
of a Caligula ! And thus, in nature's trueft language, did 
the afllifted parent urge the ftrongeft appeal to his com- 
paflion, while fhe implored the purchafer, in dealing out 
to her the hard lot of flavery, to fpare her the additional 
pang of being torn from her children ; to forbear expofing 
her to the accumulated agonies which would refult from 
forcii\g them afunder^ >(fhoin ^e all-wife Difpofer of 
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events had bound together bv the moil fa^red tle5 of 
flature and affedion." (Vol. hi. p. 353 — 358.) 

Page 92, line 1 1. 
Bryan Edwards^ himfelf a planter and a dialer in Jlaves^ 
mtd mn advocate for the continuance of the Traffick^ tells you^ 
isfcJ] The words of Bryan Edwards are thefe. " I am 
^* perfuaded that Mr. Wilberforce has been very rightly 
** informed as to the manner in which flaves are generaUy 
*• procured. The intelligence I have collefted from ntiy 
O own negroes abundantly confirms Mr, WiLBEltFOlicE'i 
f^ account ; and I have not the fmalleft doubt that in 
** Africa, the efFeiis of this trade are precifely fuch as htf 
*^ reprefents them to be. The whole, or the greateft part> 
** of that immenfe Continent, is a field of warfare and defo- 
•* lation, a wildernefs in which the inhabitants are wolvei 
•* towards each other. That this fcene of oppreffion^ 
** fraud, treachery and blood, if not originally ckrcafioned, 
^ is in part, I will not fay wholly, upheld by the Slave 

* Trade, I date not difpute. Every man in the Sugar 
** lilands may be convinced that it is fo, who will inquire 

* of a'ny African negroes on their fir ft arrival concern ihg 

* the circumftances of xhctix captivity. The aflertion that 
** a great many of thefe are criminals and convifts, i^ 
^mockery and iiifult. ** Speech delivered in Jai)naicsk 
Houf« q{ Aifcrtibly. / 

^ Page ^2, lirte 3S. 

Jjf is faid that the negroes wJm are purchafi^d h^ us would b& 
'put fo death if tve did riot buy- them,'] No* proof whatever 
has been produced of this aflfertion, ^^rhilie thfei^ iS much 
evidence of a cont^afy tehdendy to' be found ih« tSiePriVy! 
€<$uncil Reports; (particularly p. 18, 33, arid 35) sihd'in: 
Ac publications of travellers- both ancient and nlbd^tri^' 
psrticiilarly Bos^^iiVlN (p. 155,) and Park!. Th5s Ihw 
ivrtter ftates (p. o.6)r that if there is no' mafket* foi^ the 
dtfcVes who are bmUght down from the interior tb-' be*^ fold,- 
Aey are chained togetlier iii pairs and enipl5y<^ ih* the' 
M>dur6 of'the field. Ndt c>ne word of putting them to- 
itfoth 1 Atid he obf<^V€fs^ that" it fametimes hapjJeiJ^* tfiatf 
^l^UHlane matter incorporates them among his domcftics, 
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(p. 23) ; after which they cannot be fold without being 
nrft brought to a gjjblic trial, (p. 23, and 287.) Sec alio 
the evidence taken befow the Houfe of Lords in 17999 

PP- 235— ass- 
Page 94, line 24. 

The meafures taken by the Legijlature for alleviating thf 
fufferings of thofe 'wretched beings on the middle pajfage hmv$ 
failed of their intended effeBJ\ From papers laid oh the 
lable of the Houfe of Lords, in 1 799, it appears that in 
the year I79i> (three years after the pafling of the Zlavi 
carrying AB^) ox fifteen thoufand fevcn hundred and fifty- 
four flaves carried from the coaft of Africa, one thoufand 
three hundred and feventy-eight died during the middle 
paffage, the average length of which was fifty-one days % 
making a mortality of eight and three-fourths per cent, in 
that time, or of fixty-two and one half per cent, per an- 
Yium : a rate of ^mortality wiiich would depcople the 
^arth in a year and feven months. 

. Th^ amount of the mortality in, 1792 was, however, 
ft ill more enormous. Of thirty-one thoufand five hun* 
dred jjnd fifty-four fl^vea carried from Africa, no fewet 
than Ave thouiand four hundred and thirteen died on the 
paflage, making fomewhat more that feventeen per cent, 
in fifty-one days. Had the voyage been prolonged, and 
the flaves. continued to die in the fame proportion, the- 
whole number would have been completely fwept away in 
about ten months. 

Page 95;,^ line 16. 

In the pajfage of the negroes from the coajl of Africa^ tl^er^ 
is a greater portion of human mifery condenfcd nvithin aftnallifi' 
f pace than has ever yet been found in any other place on the 
Jhce of tbis glffhe.,'] In order to ill u ft rate the truth of this 
aflertion, it will be neceflary to fta'te, that by the Slave- 
Trade regulating A£t of I799> the grcateft nuoiber of 
Slaves which. any (hip flrall be allowed to carry is to be 
afcertained by multiplying the greaieft length of the 
lower deck, meafured in feet, by its grentert breadth, and. 
dividing the product by eight. TJic ani]c::ed pl<ite reore— 
fents the lower deck of a fhip, whole freateli: leii'^th is 
100 fe€t> «nd its greateft breadth 25 feet four inches^ 
Thefe two fuma multiplied together and divided by 3 give 

3^7 



\ 



( 19^ ) 

317 fo^ the greateft number of Slaves which fuch a fliip 
can carry. Now let the number of men in fuch a cargo 
be eftimated at 124, the number of women at 83, and the 
number of boys and girls at no;* and let there be 
allowed for each man fix feet by one foot four inches, for 
each woman five feet ten inches by one foot four inches, 
and for each boy and girl indifferently five feet by one 
foot two inches ; then it will be found that the whole 
number which can be (lowed on the lower deck of fuch a 
veflel, will be 124 men, 83 women, and 83 boys or girls, 
in all 290 : — fo that of the number which the A6k allows 
to be carried there will ftill remain 27, who unlefs they 
are ieaped above their companions, mull be flowed in 
the captain's cabin, or in fome other part of the fhip. 
And yet this AQ. is juftly deemed an Aft of mercy, when 
compared with the mode in which it had been ufual to 
ftow thefe human cargoes. It ought to be known that 
the Liverpool man -merchants had ingenioufly contrived^ 
in the courfe of the lail year, to elude the humane provi- 
fions of the regulating Aft, fo as to obtain licences to carry 
a fourth or a fifth more than the legal number ; but the 
iniquity was detefted, and the vig'ilance of the prefent 
Treafury Board has fince impofed eflfeftual reftraints on 
the inhumanity and cupidity of thefe Traffickers in human 
fleih and blood. 

It is not deemed necefTary to produce any frefh proofs 
of the horrors of the middle pafTage. Any one who will 
open his. eyes on the evidence given before the Privy 
Council and the Houfeof Commons, may be eafily fatisfied 
on this head. 

Page 95, line 38. 

See tie moridlity it creates among your feamen.'^ See note 
to page 17, line 39. ^upra p. 157. 

*.: Page 96, line 34. 

;, Rifing in the morningy and lying down at night j under the 
hfh of the whip.'] That horrid feature in our fyftem of 
«]^onial bondage, the compulfion of labour by the prefent 

♦ This cftimate la more favourable to tlie Slave Trader than the ordl? 
aary diiiribuiiou oi a cargo of Slaves would warrant. 
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ferror or phyfical impulfe of the cart whip, though fome 
kftye affe(fted to doubt, and others to deny its exiftence, 
is, if poflible, more clearly eftablifhed than any other ciif- 
cumftance connefted with this dreadful Tratfick. Thft 
Author of a work entitled, " The Crifis of the Sugar 
'* Colonies ;" (Sold by Hatchard) a work ho lefs ro» 
jnarkable for the ability with which it is executed, than 
for the exaftnefs with which its prediftions relative to St. 
Domingo have been verified, has drawn, with a melan*. 
choly fidelity, a ftriking picture of Weft Indian Slavery, 
of which he had been for years a near and painful obfer- 
fcr. The account given by this writer is as follows. 

** That Weft India Slaves, whether French or Englifh, 
are the property of their mafter, and transferable by him, 
Kke hiB inanimate efFefts j that in general he is abfolut<i 
jhrWter of the extent and the mode of their labour, and 
«rf the quantum of fubfiftence to be given in return for 
,.it ; aiid that they are difciplined and puniflied at his diC- 
cretion, direft privation of life or member excepted ; thefe 
tre prominent features, and fufiicicntly known, of thia 
ftate of flavery. 

' ** Nor is the manner in which the labour of Slaves is 
Cdndu6t:ed, a matter of lefs publicity. Every man who 
has heard any thing of Weft India affairs, is acquainted 
with the term mgrch-d rivers ; and knows, or may know, 
that the Slaves in their ordinary field labour are driven te 
their work ; and during their work, in the ftrift fenfe of 
the term, ** driven,*' as ufed in Europe; though this ftate- 
ment no more involves an intimation, that in praftice the 
lafh is inceflantly, or with any needlefs frequency, ap- 
plied to their back, than the phrafe " to drive a team of 
** horfes,*^ imports that the waggoner is continually fmack- 
ing his whip. I ufe the comparifon merely as defcrip- 
tive, and not in cenfure of the Weft India fyftem 5 with 
the aecufation, or defence, of which, in a moral view, 
my argument, let it be obferved, has no neceflary con- 
nexion. It is enough for my purpofe, that in point of 
faft, no feature of Weft India flavery is better known, 
or lefs liable to controverfy or doubt, than this eftabliflied 
method in which fieid labour is enforced* 
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. r ■ " But a nearer and more particular* view of this lead- 
ing chara£lerirtic, may be necefTary to thofc who have nc- 
-ver feen a gang of negroes at their w^ork. 
/ *^ When employed in the labour of the field, as, for 
•example, in holeing a cane-piecey i, e. turning up the 
.ground with hoes into paraliei trenches, for the reception 
of the cane plants, the Slaves, of both fexes, from twenty, 
.perhaps, to fourfcore in number, are drawn out in a line, 
Jikc troops on a parade, each with a hoe in his hand, and 
dofe to them in the rear is (lationed a driver, or feveral 
.drivers, in number duly proportioned to that of the gang. 
Each of thefe drivers, who arc always the moft aftive and 
vigonous negroes on the eftate, has in his hand, or coiled 
round his neck, from which by extending the handle^ it 
can be difengaged in a moment, a long thick and ftrongly 
plaited whip, called Ti.cart whip\ the report of which is as 
•loud, and the lafli as fcvere, as thofe ofthe whips in com- 
.mpn ufe with our waggoners, and which he has authority 
to apply at the inftant when his eye perceives an occafior^ 
.without any previous v/arning. — ^Thus difpofed, their 
work begins, and continues without interruption for a 
•certain number of hours, during which, at the peril ofthe 
drivers, an adequate portion of land muft be holed. 

"As the trenches are generally reftiiinear, and the whole 

li^ne.of holers advance together, it is neceflary that every 

hole or feftion of the trench fliould be finiihed in equal 

'time with the reft ; and if any one or more negroes were 

jillow^d to throw in the hoe with lefs rapidity or energy 

than their companions in other parts of the line, it is 

.obvious tiiit the work of the latter muft be fufpended ; or 

■^clfe, fuch part of the trench as is pafled over by the 

.former, will be more imperfedlly formed than the reft. 

Jt is, tlierefore, the bulinefs of the drivers, not only to 

.'urge forward the whole gang with fuflicient fpeed, but 

/eduloully to watch that all in the line, whether male or 

' <!ifemale, old or young, ftrong or feeble, work as nearly as 

'.-poffible in equal time, and with equal efFeft. The tardy 

^ftrpke mufl: be quickened, and the languid invigorated; 

,jind the whole line made to drefs^ in the military phrafe, 

as it advances.^ No breathing time, no refting on the 

•" :boey no paufe of languor, to be repaid by briiker exertion 
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on return to work, can be allowed to Individuals : all muft- 
work, or paufe together. 

; ** I have taken this fpecies of work as the ftrongeft ex» 
ample : but other labours of the plantation are conduftecT" 
upon the fame principle, and as nearly as may be prafti« 
cable, in the fame manner, (p. 8 — i l.) 

** In fhort, with a few exceptions, the compulfion of- 
labour, by the phyfical impulfe or prefent terror of thd 
whip is univerfal ; and it would be as extraordinary ^ 
' fight in a Weft India Ifland to fee a line or file of negroes , 
witliout a driver behind them, as it would be in England** 
to meet a team of horfes on a turnpike road witliout a! 
carman or waggoner." (p. 13.) 

Dreadfully revolting as this pifture is to every feeling* 
of humanity, it is but a plain unvarniflied ftatement of- 
faftsj fafifcs abundantly confirmed by every fpecies "of 
proof of which the fubjeft is capable. See the Privyi 
Council Report. See alfo the evidence taken before th^ 
Houfe of Commons in 1790, Part ik pp. 190, 198— 2ooy 
212, 231, 248, 269, 271, 286, 302,330; & in i79i>.' 
pp. 47, 70, 78, i89,'&€. &c. &c. 

* But it may be alleged that a confiderable tinae has*. 
6lapfed fince this evidence was obtained, and that there* 
fore it cannot be confidcred as giving a faiir pifture of thf 
exifting ftate of things in the Weft Indies. Let us then 
turn to the work of Dr. Pinckard, already referred to^ 
and fee what confirmation it affords to that dreadful fea- 
ture of Weft India bondage, the driving fyftem. Tl>i^ 
refpeftable writer, in defcribing the firft view he had of 
Barbadoes, incidentally (hews that a praftice, the exift- 
ence of which, fome, even in the Britifti Parliament, have 
been difpofed to difpute, forms one of the ordinary cha- 
fadleriftics of a Weft India landfcape. 

" Soon we difcovered it to be the northern point of the 
ifland of Barbadoes ; but Carlifle Bay is to the fouth 2 wc 
"had therefore to coaft round nearly half the extent of the 
ifland, before we could reach the harbour. This day 
afforded us a good opportunity of viewing the ifland. We 
ftood near in, and could obferve, diftinfUy, the objeds 
on fhore. . I took, my feat upon deck, and with an anxious 
eye, aided by the telefcopo, minutely examlri<id e^^^''^ 

' . 2.B2, '^VCV^ 
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thing we pafled. The mind, ever a^^ive, generally 
forms to itlelf fome image of the things we hear fpokea 
of, before any opportunity occurs of feeing them. Often 
the pi£ture is very incorre(fi and extravagant j but upou 
the prefent octanon I was p leafed to find that I had 
formed to myfelf a tolerably accurate copy of the Weft 
IndieS) from the defcriptions I had heard and read. In 
particular the appearance of the fields^ and ef the SLAVES 

IfABOURING WITH THE WHIP AT THEIR BACKS, had been 

painted very corre6lly in my imagination ; for I novjfanv them^ 
in reality^ nvhat my mind had long repreftnted themJ* (vol. i. 

P- I93-) 

The fame fhameful but univerfal praftice is thus no- 
ticed by him, on another occafion, while in the fame 
iiland. 

" At one fpot, in the courfe of our ride, w« had. nxwr 
attention arrefted by obferving a party of four, almoft naked^ 
females working in a cane*field. Curiofity would not. allow 
us to pafs on, without devoting to them a moment of 
particular regard. We, therefore, went a little off the 
road to approach them nearer \ when we found that they 
vere labouring with the hoe, to dig, or cut up the 
ground, preparatory to the planting of fugar; and that a 
fltout robuft looking man, apparently white, was following 
diem, holding a whip at their backs. — Obferving that \ie 
was the only one of the party who v\ as idle, we enquired 
why he did not partake of the taik, and were tokl, m 
feply, that it was not his bufinefs ; that he had only to 
keep the women at work, and to make them feel the 
weight of the whip, if they grew idle, or relaxed from 
their labour. 

. " Impulfive patjure fluflied at this information, and we 
felt fhocked and indignant, at feeing a man, apparently 
ftrong enough to do as much work as the whole of the 
four, employed in the fole occupation of brandifhing the 
whip over theft poor degraded females.'* (vol. i. p. ^82, 

Page 97, line 5. 
Every extremity Jhort of murder ^ nay tften termin&iing m 
murder itfelf^ bee Note tp p. 436, line jo, |(p. 14J6), 
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Page ^8, line 38* 
Afur you have faffed the low how are you h (Kecute k fj 
This part of Lord Grenvili-e's fpeech furniflies a com- 
plete anfwer to thalf common defence of the Weft India 
fjrftem, which is founded on the humane provifions of 
Colonial enadlments in favour of Slaves. Such enaSi'* 
xnents impofe but a flight tax on the humanity of the 
legiflators, while thofe wretched beings, in whofe favour 
thcj are profefiedl-y framed, have no poffible means of 
giving them efficiency. 



Page 103, line 27. 
M'* LofigW opimon}. See Note to p. 41, line lOj (p. 166.) 

Page 106, line 13. 
The continuance of the African importations was one of the 
great caufes of the infwrreBion and fubfequent miferies of thai 
devoted ijlandi St. Domingo"]. The infurrcAion in St. Do-i 
mingo commenced in 1791. Barre St. Venant, an 
author of great credit, in his work entitled, Colomes 
ModerneSf ftates (p. 81), that the importation in the two 
years immediately preceding, amounted to fixty thoufandii 
. The average export of France from Africa, for 1 786, 1 787, 
and 1788, is given by Arnould {Balance de Qwumrtt^ 
Part ii. $. 3.) at thirty thoufand; and this ftatem^it it 
confirmed by the dfiicial returns, which make the impor^* 
mion for the year 1787, 30,839, and for 1788, 29,50^ 
fSee Rapport a P AJfeiMee Legtjiatvw^ iTpo, ^nd Edward/ 
St. Domingo, Appendix). Thus in the five years imaiedi- 
ately preceding the revolution, about 150,000 negroes 
had been imported into this infatuate^ifland, of whom, 
if the ufual proportions were preferved, near two-thirds 
muft. have been male adults. Can we wonder at the 
fcenes which have fince paiied there, when we co^biM 
with this circumftance the abfurd, perfidious, and crut} 
proceedings of the French government towards the Colo* 
nies, and the manner in which it has uniformly iparta^ 
with the hopes and fears of the negro race ? 

On the fubje£b of St. Domingo, ^ pamphlet entitled 
Tie Opportunity; or Reafonsfor an Alliance with St.Domingo^ 
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by the author of The Crtfis of the Sugar Colonies j^ and fold 
by Hatch ARD, deferves an attentive perufal. 

Page 112, line 7. 
The Noble Baron admits that Slavery is a thing which at 
Prejent at leqft you cannot abolijlj.'] It is admitted that 
Slavery is an evil which cannot be direGly abolifhed by 
Parliamentary enaftments, therefore no attempt is made 
thus to abolirii it. But it is affirmed that the Slave Trade 
is an evil which may be immediately abolifhed by Parlia-* 
ment, not only without detriment, but with advantage ; 
and therefore the efforts of the friends of humanity inllead 
of being vainly direded to the accompli (hment of the 
former objeft, are wifely diredled to that of the latter. 

Page 112, line 22. 

A Jlate of Slavery has exifed in Africa from the ear li eft 
times']' But admitting that a ftate of Slavery has exifted 
in Africa from the earlieft times, (the nature of that 
flavery will be prefently feen) no argument can thenee be 
drawn in favour of the antiquity, any more than in favour 
of the juftice and humanity, of the African Slave Tradk. 

Leo African us, an hiftorian of credit and intelligence, 
who lived in the fifteenth century, about the time the 
Portugueze firft purfued their difcoveries along the fhores 
of Africa, in fpeaking of the nations inhabiting the Weftem 
coaft of that continent, fays, *' We are not acquainted 

with them, for none of our people (the Moors) have 

travelled thither, by reafon of the length of the journey 
** and the vaft diltance, and alfo the diverfity of language 
•* and religion. They have no dealings with us." It is 
evident therefore that no Slave Trade was at that time 
carried on from the Weftem coiaft of Africa to the {bores 
of the Mediterranean 5 confequently that the European- 
nations have not, as has been alleged, merely diverted 
the Trade in Slaves from its ancient channel, but have 
themfelves originated that Trs:de, wnth all its enormities. 

This view of the cafe is confirmed by Mr. Smith, a 
fervant of the Royal African Company, himfelf employed 
in the Slave Trade ; who, in 1726, thus expjefles hioifelfv 
(fee his Voyage, p. 266) " The difcerning natives account 

"it 



C< 



V 



( .»99 ) 






it their greateft linhappinefs that they were ever vifited 

by the Europeans. They fay that we Chriftians intro- 
** duccd the Traffick of Slaves, and that before our coming 
** they lived in peace: but, fay they, it is obfervable thai 
** wherever Cbrifiianity comes, there come with it a 
** fword, a gun, powder and ball." 

It was in the year 1435 ^^^^ ^^^ Portugueze, landing to 
the Southward of Cape Bojador, attacked and wounded 
fome of the inhabitants, and from that time the expeditions 
of the Portugueze to the Afrigan coaft were a continued 
feries of rapine, murder, and kidnapping. To prove thi« 
it is only necefTary to look into any authentic coUeAion 
of voyages to the Coaft of Africa during the fifteentk 
century. It was not however till the year 1^17, that the 
Slave Trade affumed a regular form. In that year the 
Portugueze undertook to fupply the Spaniards with ne- 
groes to re-people America. The precife time when the 
Englifh Slave Trade commenced is not known i but fo 
late as the year 1688, the number of Slaves exported by 
our Royal African Company from Africa, did not amount 
to 6000 annually. In .1697, ^h^ trade was thrown open 
by A61 of Parliament (being the fjrft recognition of this 
Trade to be found in our llatute book) and the annual 
exportation was at once nearly doubledT. In 17 12, the 
number of Britifh fhips engaged in the Slave Trade was 
33 : but fp rapidly did that Trade increafe in the fucceeding 
thirteen years, that in 1725, the number of fhips had 
rifen to 200. 

But ftill it is faid that Slavery has cxifledin Africa from 
time immemorial, and that the transfer of the Slaves fr«m 
an African to an European mafler, , cannot be regarded as 
any cruelty. Now, to pafs by for the prefent tlie means by 
which the European Slave Trade is f applied with its vic- 
tims, and the miferies which they are fated to endure in the 
middle palTage j let the queftion be confidered merely as 
involving the comparative difadvantages of African and 
Weft India bondage* Of the Weft India fyftem fome of 
■ the more remarkable features liave already been pointed 
out.* . It now remains to contraft \yith thcfe what we 

• See "^otti/u/'ta pp. ^[63, 1 6^, and 19a. 

knew 
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know from indubitable teftimtmy refpe^ing the nature 
of the bondage prevalent in Africa. 

Mr. Moore, who was fador to the Royal African 
Company in the river Gambia, about the year i73*, 
obferves, " Some people have a good many houfe Slaves, 
** which is their greateft glory, and they live fo well and 
*• eafy, that it is fometimes a very hard matter to hao"^ 
•• the Slaves from their mailers or miftrefles i they very 
•• often being better clothed, efpecially the females, who 
•* have fometimes coral, amber, and (ilver, about their 
*' hands and wrifts, to the value of twenty -or thirty pounds 
•' fterling. Many of the Slaves are bom in their famiHet. 
"There is a whole village near Boncoe, of two hundred 
•• people, who are all the wives, flaves, or children, of one 
** man. I never heard of but one that ever fold a family 
** Slave, except for fuch crimes as would have made them 
** to be fold, had they been free. If there arc many 
•V family Slaves, and one of them commits a crime, the 
•* mafter cannot fell him without the joint confent of the 
•* reft 5 for, if he doe3> they Ynll all run away, and be 
•* protected by the next kingdom to whieh they fly." 

f, 116. 

Many proofs equally conclufive might be extracted from 
Ae old writers, as well as from the evidence taken before 
Ae Privy Council and the Houfe of Commons, but they 
•re omitted for the fake of brevity. Mungo Park's 
Authority it may be proper to adduce, becaufe its weight 
is fully adinitted in the very-page of the Debates to which 
this note refers. He ftates (p. 2^ ^^^. "-^ Mandingo 
mafter can neither deprive his Slave of life, nor fell him 
to a ftranger, without bringing him to a public trial. 
This extends to native and domeftic flaves; that is, to all 
who are born in a ftate of flavery. And he s|dds, that 
it fometimes happens that thofe brought down from the 
interior for fale, and who confift of captives taken in war, 
tor perfons enflaved for crimes, are incorporated among the 
native Slayes, when their children, if not themfelves, be- 
come entitled to the privileges of the native clafs *' This 
fa£l he repeats at p. 287, after obferving, what, indeed, is 
quite decifive of the jqueftion we are now confidering, 
** In. all the laborious occupations above defcribed, the 

mafter 
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m^fter and hi| flave work together without my difUnC** 
tion o£ {uperiority. 

I« thi^ evidence taken before the Houfe of X«ord$» in 
1 799, it h ft^ted by one of the witnefTes (p. ^8.9), ** I 
hj^ve freijujently made the attempt to afcertain thi^.pnh- 
portion which the Slave* in Africa bear to the Fteer 
men ^ but fo mubh alike in their appearance, in their 
treatment, and in the condufb obferved towards them, 
are the domeftic Slaves in that country, and the Free mem , 
that I found it impraflicable to afcertain that proportion." 
*^ I never was.^le to difcriminate between the fon and 
the domeftic flave of a chief." And again, (p. 327) "I 
have univerfaliy underftood from mafters themfelves diat 
they had no right to /ell domeftic flaves, and^ abpve 9!^ 
thj^t they had 1^0 right to fell children born in th^rcountrir i 
lyithout a fpecific crime being alleged againft th/em*** 

l^hefe teftimonies, and innumerable others which- r 
might be adduced, eft:abli(fa, incontrovertibly, the ^im^tk.i 
incalculable diftance, which feparates our fyftem of coIqt i 
nial bondage from the domeftic feryitude of Afrioi. In^'j 
deed if the fame degree of grinding opprefl|^9 cqpifted im . 
Africa ^s in the Weft Indies, whence qo^kl the lmi^d^« :■ 
ous Slave Trade, and the np lefs nourderous fyA^m ^irhiek 1 
that Trade feeds in the Weft IiuUeSs^ b^ £f^^pliq4 wi^ 
their iixty or eighty thoufand aonUfil :vi^im$» iYi4i9|}^nd* ' 
ently of at le^ift An equal niMnber of perifg!^9> M'lWjI&uft'' 
almoft neceiTarily be facriiice^ that thefjpi may be pro^ . 
cured ? In Africa, alfo, let it further, , l^ .fls^kflS^WQd^. 
there is no difference of colour between the mafter and 
his flave. In the iflands, on the coi;itr|ry, the diflerence 
ia fo plain ^nd obvious, that many We^, Indiafis /of^ple 
not to avpw their belief that the negrpe^ ar^ ^n j^^imT . 
order of beings to their maimers; a Hnk in tii^ ^hiria , 
which conne£^s,the Homo Sapiens with t^e bri^tei ^jfg^''' 
cies of Oran-outanff, differing from their brethrenr grt^Q 
woods only in podeffing the faculty of fpeecli*; ' Cai^ :f^ 
then wonder, t,hat when even their claim to be eoirv* 
fidered as buman is queftioned^ they fhould not be tre9ted 
as itien, and ftiould be denied the common rights of hu« 

•See Long*8 Hiftory of Jamaica. 

2 C manity i 



( aoo ) 

know from indubitable teftimtmy refpe^ing the nature 
of the bondage prevalent in Africa. 

Mr. Moore, who was fador to the Royal African 
Company in the river Gambia, about the year i73*, 
obfenres, " Some people have a good many houfe Slaves, 
** which is their greateft glory, and they live fo well and 
*• eafy, that it is fometimes a very hard matter to knovt^ 
•• the Slaves from their mailers or miftrefles i they very 
•• often being better clothed, efpecially the females, who 
•* have fometimes coral, amber, and (ilver, about Aeir 
*' hands and wrifts^ to the value of twenty -or thirty pounds 
" fterling. Many of the Slaves are born in their famiKet* 
"There is a whole village near Boncoe, of two hundred 
** people^ who are all the wives, flaves^ or children, of one 
** man. I never heard of but one that ever fold a family 
** Slave, except for fuch crimes as would have made thera, 
** to be fold, had they been free. If there arc many 
•V family Slaves, and one of them commits a crime, the 
•* mailer cannot fell him without the joint confent of the 
" reft J for, if he doe3> they will all run away, and be 
•* prote£led by the next kingdom to whieh they fly.'' 
p. no. 

Many proofs equally conclufive might be extracted from 
fhe old writers, as well as from the evidence taken before 
Ae Privy Council and the Houfe of Commons, but they 
are omitted for the fake of brevity. Mungo Park's 
authority it may be proper to adduce, becaule its weight 
is fully admitted in the very -page of the I)ebate8 to which 
this note refers. He ftates (p. 2.0 ^^^. "-^ Mandingo 
mailer can neither deprive his Slave of iifc, nor ; fell him 
to a ftranger, without bringing him to a public trial. 
This extends to native and domeftic Haves; that is, to ail 
who are born in a ftate of 11a very. And he s^ds, that 
it fometimes happens that thofe brought down- fronn the 
interior for fale, and who confill of captives taken in ^ar, 
or perfons enflaved for crimes, are incorporated among the 
native Slayes, when their children, if not themfelves, be- 
come entitled to the privileges of the native clafs *' This 
fact he repeats at p. 287, after obferving, what, indeed, is 
quite decifive of the jquellion we are now conlidering, 
^* la aiJ the laborious occui|}^\.\oii^ iSaox^ defcribed, the 
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m^ft^r and Ki| flave work together without my difUnC* 
lion of fuperiority. 

I« tjbue evidence taken before the Houfe of Lord$j in 
1 799, it is ft^ted by one of the witnefles (p. ^8.9), ** I 
h^ve fretjuently macle the attempt to ^fcertain €n$ .pnh- 
portion which the Slaves in Airica bear to the Fxeer 
men ^ but fo mubh alike in their appearance, in their 
treatment, and in the condufb obferved towards thexn, 
are the domeftie Slaves in that country, and the Free men^ 1 
that I found it impraflicable to afcertain that proportion." 
*^ I nev^r was.^le to difcriminate between the fon and 
the domeftic flave of a chief.'* And again, (p. 327) **I 
have univerfally underftood from mailers themfelves that 
they had no right to fill domeftic flaves, and^ abpve 9i^ 
thj^t they had 1^0 right to fell children born in th^rcountrjr ; 
nifithout a fpecific crime being alleged agaiuft tb^^l.^ 

l^hefe teftimonies^ and innumerable others which r 
might be adduced, eftabliih, incontrovertibly, the 9)to%oft.i 
incalculable distance, which feparates our fyftem of coIqt : 
niai bondage from the domeftic feryitude of Afrioi. In^'t 
deed if the fame degree of grinding opprefl|^9 e^ti^ed im . 
Africa ^s in the Weft Indies, wh^ce f;o^k| the lmii;^k^« > 
ous Slave Trade, and the 110 lefs nourderous fyft^m yhick I 
that Trade feeds in the Weft IndieSji b^ £f^^{^liq4 WJlb 
their iixty or eighty thoufand aonUfil yi^imi;^ ifidi^pend? ■ 
ently of at le^ft ^n equal nuinber of perfg;^)) M'lWjKkuft.' 
almoft neceiTarily be facrince^ that theffi naaybe pro** . 
cured? In Africa, alfo, let it further, i l^ ,]C]e49[4SI9iWQdf' 
there is no difference of colour between the mafter and 
his flave. In the iflands, on the coi;itr|ry, the diflerence 
ia fo plain 9,nd obvious, that many We^. Indiafis /Qfyple 
not to avpw their belief that the negrpe^ ar^ ^p .V^i^f' . 
order of being? to their ipai^ers; a link in tbfi ^hirtu^ 
which conne£ls,the Homo Sapiens with t^e brifiei fjfg^'f' ■ 
cies of Oran-outanff, differing from their brethren Qfih^ 
woods only in podeffing the faculty of fpeecli*'. Cai^ 90i» 
then wonder, tjiat when even their claim to be eoiv* 
fidered as human is queftioned^ they fhould not be trefted 
as itien, and ftiould be denied the common rights of hu« , 

• See Long*8 Hiftory of Jamatca. 
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maiuty ? Under fuch circumftances they ve, naturally 
enough) excluded from the pale of that fympathy, which 
a I'enfe of a common nature ajid a. conimon extraction 
ififpites ; aixl ^liich, in minds not habitually regulated by 
religion, is the greatefl and fureft fource or befnevolence, 
and the beft guard againft the aBufe of a defpotic autho- 
rity. ■ • ' : 

Page 112, line 37. 
•Mango Fiirlis opinion fs, that the Abolition of the Slave 
Tradiy aneif abo^ue all, the f ltd den Abolition of itj ivould not be 
p'roduffive of good cffeBs to the inhabitants efthat Continent. "^ 
After going over the whole of Mungto Park's Journal 
with grdat care, it docs not appear to contain any fuch 
fentilnent as is here afcribed to him. The only paflage 
which bears even a remote refemblance to it is th« follow- 
ing. ": If my fentiments fliould be required concetning 
the efTeft which a difcbntinuance of that commerce would 
produce oti the manners of the natives, I fhould have no 
hftfitatiOrt in obferving that, in the prefent unenlightened 
ftate 'of their ininds, my opinion is, the effeft would 
neither -tjey^. ext^five, or fo beneficial, as many wife 
and worthy perfohs expeft." Surely this is a very dif-* 
fcrent thing frotn dffirming that the Abolition would not 
be produ6liv€i-of good effe.fts, while nothing is" faid of a 
Jidden Abolition. But even if Mir. Park's Opinion had 
been, as- it is' not -adverfe to Abolition, it could have 
W-eighed^1ittlCj%)ifeildireftly oppofedby every fail which 
he has JifafJjed' on record. On this point however, more 
will be- feii hereafter. 

• . ■ * ' ■ ■ . " 

■' •' Page 115, line 19. • 

Hwjj -hai &lavefy 'been abolijhed ? It has. been aholi/bedy not 
b^ M' ^If • of Parliametify but }y moral improvement^ which 
. pfeparid men^ s minds for it,'} In perfect confiftency with 
thi8j|teiilibh, U is not piropofed by any one tb abolilh 
fel»^S|rY by AQ, of Parliament, but to leave its Abolition, 
agrteeftbly to- the recommendation of the Noble Lord, to 
tlwt moral improvement, ' whi^cTi wlU Be the cohfeqdencc 
of an 'Aboli/iOFi of the Slave Trade. See Note to !Page 
Ji^jjlihe ']ijiipra pi 198. 

Pagt 
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The, Learned and Reverend Prelate read a /uariety of:eis^ 
extracts i SSJ*^.] jt^having been impoiTible to follow his 
Lordfhip in this p^rt of his fpeech, fo as to cite, with coo- 
fidence, the very authorities produced by him,-it^becaniie 
necefTary merely to ajlude to them in ^ general way* A? it 
is highly desirable, however,, to fupply>^s far as i^ poffiblft . 
the deficiency in the Learned Prelate's fpeech, tjiis npte 
will contain a brief ftatemeut of fonie of tlie ;evidence .by 
which the reprefentatipivs given of the Slay e Trade- by .bv 
Lordfhip, as well as by Lord Grenvili.& and the ofh^t 
advocates for Abolition, are undeniably fubfl;ap.tia^e(^ 
And firft with refpeft to nvars between neighbpuringjlates. 

Mohfieur Brue, Dire£lor General of . the ^ Frenei 
Senegal Company, who refided in Africa, during eleven 
years towards the clofe of the l/th Century, • thus -writesj \ 
'* The Europeans are far from defiring to a<3: as peacjBr * 
** makers amongft them, (viz. the natipiiij of Afrii:a.} It 
*^ would be too cpjityary to . their interefts j for the onlw 
*^ objedi of their wars is to carry off Slaves, and as the& 
^^ make the principal part of their traffic, tliey would, bc* 

apprehenfive.of drying up the fburce of it, were thfty to* 

encourage thefe people to live. well together." ^ (Vol. v^*, . 
p. 133.) Again, ^ The neighbourhood of the Darnel ap<J 
** Tin keep them perpetually at war, the benefit of whipfr 
** accrues to the Company, who buy all -the prifon^rs*. . 
** made on either . fide, ?nd jthe more there are-tG fell^ th^* . 
•^ greater is their profit ; for the only end -of their arm^-*' 
** ments is to make, captives to fell them to white traders.", 
(ib. p. iiSO " They have every thing, they, w^/li to aim;- . 
** at from their wars^ when they ar^ able to make ciptiVei** 
** from'oqe another^ Avarice, and thedefire ofrnjiking^ 
*' SlaveSj arc often the verit^le; jnotives for gping 1^ ». 

** war."* (Vol^iy.^; 217.) -. . . .::'.-. .: 

The ^efthiiipipy of Monfieur BRUEy not an advocate, let • 
it be rememljeredl, for fhe" Abolition, of the Slave Trade^. : 
but a Dlreftor penerarpft.ihflt ,cQmiTierce#; is fully con- 
firmed by Lp. HAjrE| BLa^BOT, Posman^ Smit^, ai^d ^^» 
the old ^writer?. Th«jy cgncur in flatiag net oajy; thaf 
wars are entered ^n'tofbr^tlie. fole-^>urpofe.. 
jBbyes, but ftiat they arc fomenteA \i^ Y4\ixo^^^\a^^\n^S^ -^ 

' 2 C ^ '^^^ 
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view to that objed. To the fame effeSt is the teftimony 

S'ven before the Privy Council by Dr. Spaa&man f p. a 7.) 
[r. PoPLET (p. 18.), Major General RootE (p. 19.}, 
ahd Sir GtORGE YouNis (p. 24.). Even Mr. JytVAtUEi, 
who was himfelf a Slave Traderj and ^v^ho is /till an ad- 
vocate for that Trdidey /upfdfesf " that xvars are foift«thlin 
:^ntered into^Jr the purpofe of niakiirg ShVes,^ It ii^otilfl 
be endlefs to cite the tividehce in prod? df l!his jpoint, 
which Mras given before the Houfe of Cbmniohs in 1756 
|ind I79i> and it is the lefs neceSary to do fO| as a faith- 
•iiil abridgement of that evidence may eafily be obtained. 
The reader is partitularly referred to the Evidehee tal&en 
in 179a, pp. 4, 22, 30, 46, loi, 168, 205, 193, 3i4f 
583, Sec. and to the evidence taken in 1791, pp. lo, itJf^ 
ttc. MuNGo Park ftates war to be ttie moft ^gewft-al 
tod produftive fou«^ of Slavery (p. 4194.), TihS m icl-r 
mitfi (p. 291.), that wars are ofteii entered \t\\o far'ihf 
fUtpoJi cf plundering orjlealing meH. 

But the Slave Trade not only foments w^rs between 
neighbouring nations, but givis birth to the Mok dreads 
fill outrages by kir^s on thiir ^vn jftAjeifs. MOi^eur 
lBkir« remarks, (Vol. iV. p. 147), that **thfe iiegro 
*« kings have not always Slaiveis to trekt with, but they 
•* have always a fure and ready way of fupp?ying their 
^ deficiency ; that is by making inroads upon their own 
^ fubjefts, carrying them off, and felling them, for which. 
•* they never want pretenfions, in order to juftify thfeir pil- 
** lage and rapine.'* And then he ftates an inftance, in. 
which, in order to trade with M. Britb himfelf, the kmg 
of Darnel made incurfionson his own fubjeftsjfeiied about 
300 of them, and then fent word that he was ready to ttade 
with him. Labat fays, (Vol. iv. p. 351.) that the king of 
Barre, when he wants Slaves for the Europeans, fends 
quietly a troop of his guards to furround a village, and to , 
feize fuch a number of people as he orders them to do, 
who are immediately bound, and fent to the fadories or . 
&ips, after which they are never heard of. It foroctimes . 
happens that the depredators are reCfted, and if thejr «re 
overcome and taken, they are carried before the King, 
** who denies having given them any fuch cohimiffioh, 
^^ 4nd imin^diately condemns them to be fdid as Slaves, 
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fey his own profit.'' Mr. MooitE5 aFa£^or tol!he Eiigtifli 
Royal Africao Company about the year 1730, a writer 
of acknowledged credit, and, it will alfo be admicted^'a 
very competent witnefs with refye^ to the rcdl nature of 
the Slave Trade fays, (p. 65.) «* Whenever Ae king of 
^ Barfally wants goods or brandy, he fetids a mefTengcir 
^* to the Governor at James Fort, to defire he would fenft 
'** a (loop there with a -cargo. This news being not at all 
** unwelcome, the Governor fends acconlingly. Againft 
^^ the arrival of the flbop, the king goes s(nd ranlacks fome 
" of his enemies' towns, feizing the pedple, and felling 
" rhcm for ftach commodities as he is in warn of. In 
** -cafe he is net at war with any neighbouring king, be 
** then /alls upon one of his own towns ^ which are nUmerouSf 
** and ufes them in the very fame manner. He veiy ofteil 
'< goes with fome of his troops by a town in the day-timey 
** apd returns in the night, and fets fire to three parts of 
** it, and fets guards to the fourth, to feize the people at 
"they run out from the fire. He ties their arms be* 
^ hind them, and marches them to the place where hs 
** fells them." He then gives us a prafiical illuftratioa. 
itf bis general ftatement. *^ Yefterday, aotfaM^rch, I73ai> 
" the king fell upon one of his own towns, and havin& 
" taken a good many prifoners, brovght them along wit£ 
^' him, with intent to fell them." To the (aipe ^kGt iii 
the teftimony of Loter, Bosma^i, and Atk|n$» among 
the old writers, as well as of a great number of perfona 
who had refided in Africa, and yrho v^ece examined befdtif 
the Privy Council and die Houfe of Commons. See P. 
C. R. p. 16—47. and Houfe of Comniqus Evidence, at 
the pages referred to under the preceding head^ and tnanf 
other places. 

The next head of proof, which may be entitled hidfu^ 
ping or nianjlealingy will (hew ti^at not only does the Slav6 
Trade inftigate one nation to n^ake yf2^ on another, and 
kings oin their own fubje£ts, but that it incites individual 
Africans to feize, and fell to the Europeans, any of their 
countrymen of whom they can pofiefs themfetvea either, 
by force or fraud. Here it will bp lefs lieceflary to quote 
ancient writers, although feverai of them, particularlr 
Atkins and BosmaNi are full on this POitit^ bcbcauik 
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MuKCo Park, whom the friends of the Slave Trade 
daim to be on their *fidc, aflures us that the pra(£HGe is 
Aill extenfively prevalent in Africa. He defcribes the 
natives of that Continent (p. 294, ) as going out often for the 
purpofe oi plundering or Jiealirig men, riot" only "in. bodies 
but fingly ; and when a convenient opportunity prefents 
itfelfy •VHc- then, tyger-like, fprings upon his prey, drags 
** hia>vi£liin into the thicket, and in the night carries him 
** off as a flavc." See for farther proof of this praflice^ 
tha' Ho^fe of Commons Evidence, at the pages already 
referrljd t^, and at various other pafl'agcs ; one of which 
(evidence for 1790, p 78,) defences to be particularly 
adverted to. Mr. Norris, the Liverpool delegate, who 
had traded for manyy^ars-in fliaves on the Coaft of Africa, 
is there proved to liuve faid, *• that on inquiry 'into the 
liiftory-of thofe whom he had taken from Africa m his 
own veflels, their almoft univerfal anfwer wais, that they 
were kidnapped either as they were travelling or fiihing, 
or cultivating, their little^- fppts." Sec alfo the teftimony 
of Bryan Edwarjds', in note to page 92, line 11 ^ fupra 
p. 190. \ 

But it is not by the natives of Africa alone that'thefe 
enormities are praftifed, but by the European traders*^ 
The hiftory of the difcovery of Africa is a hiftory^of th^^ 
d?preJations of tRe Portuguese. The Englijb SI3.VC Trade 
commenced with the fcizure by a Capfaih Hawkins 'pf^ 
a number of people at Sierra LeOnc, whom he caprled 
off with him to the Wefl: Indies. But even after the Slave 
Trade had fettled into its prefent regular form, Mt-Brue' 
informs us that, in order to procure flaves, *f the* French 
have been forced fometimes to make uft of violent means 
themfelves; and not being able to get the princes to <lif-' 
charge the loans they had borrowed from the Company, . 
they have pillaged fome village, feized the inhabitants,*- 
and carried them off for flaves.'* La bat mentions, that 
a Captain of a French man of war, at the ftiggeftion of a 
French trader, pillaged one of the Beffagolflands. (vol. v. 
p* 182.) Dapper acquaints us that the whites were in' 
the praftice under pretence of friendfhip of carrying off' 
theFeloops. (p. 240.) Atkins gives an nccount (pi. 40,) 
otz vifjt which. he pavd to fom« li^d^ts »t Sitrra I;ebne, ' 
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\yho.werp much given to kidnapping; and telatesa horrid 
iiiilance of their enormities in the hiftory of a Captain 
ToMBAj, which however^ is too long to be tranfcribcd. 
The fame author flales (p.. 58,).. that Cape Mefurado had 
often fuffered by the -treachery of fliips. Snelgrave, 
IvTyendaeLj Sjj'ocKv fiosMAN, Barbot,* and Phillips, 
give their teflimony in perfe£l unifon.with thofe already 
quoted. It would recjuire a volume to detail the recent 
evidence which connrms .the view given by ancient writers 
of the atrocities either, inftigated or praclifed by European 
Slave-traders. The diiFerent .witnefles referred to under', 
the preceding hea.ds as haying given evidence before the 
Privy Councilarid the Houfe of Commons, will be found 
to be equally explicit in affirming the point in queftion. 

Another iburce from wiiich the Slave Trade is fupplied 
iN'ith its viftims, was ftated by the Bifhop of London to 
be crimes real or prett tided ^ includifjg nvitchcraft and in^ 
folve?icy. And to fuch a monftrous perverfion of every 
ipecies of judiciary proceeding, both civil and criminal, 
does this 'IVade give birth, in order that flaves may be 
procured to meet the demand of European avarice ;• that 
not only are perfons convicfled of crimes fold into flavery 
tliemfelves, but in many cafes, and particularly in the cafe 
of convictions for the imaginary crime of witchcraft, the 
children and relations of the coiividls are doomed to fliare 
. their unhappv Fate. In cafes of debt likewife, not only . 
the debtor himfclf, but any of his family, or town, or 
nation, whom the creditor can feizc, is liable to be fold 
into an interminable foreign bondage. 

The concurring teftimony of the ancient writers provea 
that, formerly, condemnation to foreign flavery was not a 
puniftiment generally inflicted either for crimes or debt. » 
See ARTUS.of Dantzic, pp. 63 and 175, and Part vi. pp.. 
I land i6..0gilby, pp.4io,503,ancr536. BarboTjP-. 300. ' 
BosMAN, pp. 141, 142, 171, and 346. Ny end a el, who 
wTOteih I702,pp^4i2,4i9,and429. Loyer, who wrote in* 
1761, p. 140. And Snelgrave, p. 158. Noneofthefe 
writers fav any thing of puniihment by Wefl India flavery ■: 
under any alternative. But the immenfe increafe of the 
Slave Trade whieh took place fubfequently to the com-., 
mencement ofthe laft century (fee note tpg» ia2^\\'svfc'vrv-^ 
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Ji^rm p. i^j) Iisk! pvoiliioed before the ^e^r 17301 a very 
difierent ftale of diings ; for Mr. Moore^ who was faf^or 
tp the EngKfh African Company at that time, thus ex^ 
preflet kimfelf, (pu 42). *^ Sioce this trade has been ufed, 
^^ ail puni(hments are changed into ^avery. There bein^ 
'' an advantage in fuch condiemnation, fhey ftrain for 
" crimes tery hard in order to get the benefit of felling 
" the crim-inals. Not only murder, theft and adultery, 
•* but every trifling crime is puniihed in the fame man- 
•* ner." One man was brought to himfelf to be fold for 
having ftolen a tobaeco-pipe \ and another man, with his 
mother, three brothers and three lifters, were condemned 
to be fold, beeau^ in firing at a tyger he had accidentally 
killed a man. Atkins, fpeaking of adultery and theft,, 
fays, (p. 88,) " Trade has fo infeSed them with covetouf- 
•* nefs and fraud, that the Chiefs will put fnares both for 
** the one and the other, driving at the profi and not at 
** the punijhmeni of a crime." Mr. Norrjs, himfelf a 
Slave-trader, and a delegate from Liverpool, in a pamphlet 
publiihed on this fubjeft (p. 15,) ftates, that "few but 
** criminals are fold to the Europeans, except prifoncrs 
•* taken in war." Mr. Arnold, who was examined be- 
fore the Privy Council, ftates, as an inftance of the mode 
of punifhing infolvency, that a trader had borrowed a gun 
of another trader to complete his ^flbrtment.* He wai 
unable however to return it on demand, and in con- 
fequence of this was feized and fold. The man was 
brought on board the veiTel in which Mr. Arnold was. 
(P. C. R. p. 43). See alfo P. C. R. pp. 15 and 17. Tbip 
evidence before the Houfe of Commons proves, howcv^ . 
ttill more inconteftibly the extent and en6rmit]^'bf this 
pradiice. See Evidence in 1790, part ii, pp. 5, 80, 82| 
141, 154, 205, 296, and 381 J and in i79i,pp. I7and4i. 
MuNGO Park affirms (p. 296), that infolvMicy is 9 
common caufe of flavery, and that the European tiraders 
are in the habit of feizing for their debts, and felline, not 
ox^y the debtor himfelf, but any perfon of his lamily, 
and eve9 any native of the fame kingdom. 

In proof of the various atrocities to which the Sl^ve 
Trade gives birth, there remains to be adduced another 
roium^ of evidence whicb u but little known to th^ 
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public, VIZ. the Evidence taken before the Houfe of Lords 
in 1799. All the Slave Traders who were examined on 
that occafion concur in dating that all Slaves who art 
offered for fale, and who are thought worth purchafirig, 
are bought by the European Traders without any enquiry 
as to the legality of their feizure (fee pp. 14, 15, 39, 46, 
57, and 90.) One of them in the courfe of his examina- 
tion made the following very important admiflion (p 98.) 
The number of Slaves brought down ufually depends 
on the number of fhips that arrive for the purchafe of 
** them : the black merchants in the interior parts fome- 
times wait bringing their Slaves down till they hear of 
the arrival of Ships." Another ftated (p. 59,^ that 
fome were made Slaves for witchcraft j" and being quef- 
tloned as to the mode of proceeding in the trial of perfons 
accufed of witchcraft and other mifdemeanors, he made 
this anfwer. " By making them drink, what is termed 
*' in the country Redwood*, and putting their hand into 
*' boiling palm-oil : if it comes out unburnt they are 
** clear, if not, they are condemned." Another witnefs, 
not a Slave Trader, who had refided fix years in Africa, 
flates (p« 253,) that the Slave Trade expofes the perfonj^ 
of the natives to be kidnapped, and fubjefts them alfo to 
all the evils arifing from the perverfion of juftice. Of the 
pra£lic^ of kidnapping he details a number of inftances 
which came -under his own obfervation, and which h^ 
flates to have been but a fmall proportion of thofe which 
he could have enumerated. A main fource of flavery 
on the Windward Coaft he afSrmed to be, crimes falfely 
impuua, (p. 264) principally witchcraft. When Slavejl| 
are wanted, even a headach will be made a pretence^ 
by the native chief, for accufing feme perfons of having 
prad^ifed witchcraft upon him. The perfons accufed are 
immediately fiezed, and charged with the crime. If they 
deny it, the onus frobandi lies with them, and they muft 
eftablifh their innocence by drinking an infufion of r«d 
bark, which, however, proves fo generally fatal, that.fe^ 

♦ Sec for a full recount of thi* moft iniquitous mode of tml, Wi^^eN 
bottom's Account of the Natives of Sierra Leone, poblilhed hy HaU^tfii.^ 

I 
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fubmit to the orjeal. If they decline . to .drink the red 
'tvafer they are forthwith fold for Slaves. An inftancc 
-of this kind occurred while the witnefs happened to be at 
'Cape Mefurado. The king of that diftrift had made him- 
• felt ill by drinking rum. He applied to the Doftor, as he 
"is called, or Conjurer, to difcover the caufe of his malady. 
•The Doftor found that three young women in the 
town had bewitched him. Thefe three young women 
were brought to the faftory and fold while he was there. 
He adds, " If I go into every inftance of perfonal in- 
^' fecurity,*' produced by kidnapping and the perverfion of 
ju{Hce, " there will be no end of it.*' The profits of con- 
demnation, he obferves (p. 272) are divided between the 
chief, who is judge, and the accufer ; and on the condem- 
nation of a perfon for witchcraft, and even for feme other 
'crimes, his children are fold along with him. The African 
laws, with refpedl: to debts, are ftated to furnifh occafion for 
many enormities. Large credits are given to Chiefs on an 
*underftanding that the Creditor (hall be at liberty to fiezc 
the people of the Chief for payment of his debt (p. 267). 
The witnefs was allured that wars were undertaken in 
the interior purpofely to procure Slaves ; and that when 
the xlemarid for Slaves was at a (land then wars in the 
interior ceafed . (p . 271). 

•It ii fcarcely neceflary to ftate, that a very inconfider- 
able part of the*^ evidence which niight be pro<iuced in 
'coiVfirniition of ^ the allegations of the Bifliop of London 
has even been alluded to jn this note. For many of ^^^^ 
references to old authors, the writer of this note is indebted 
to a v:^luable and int^refting work, entitled Hiftorical 
Sketches of the Slave Trade, and of its effects in Africa, 
addrefled to the people of, Great Britain, by the Right 
Hon. Lord Muncaster, printed for Stockdale. 

1 • ' • ' 

Page 119, line 35. 
: Tt is faid .tVc are doing the Sla^oes o?i the Coaji cf Africa m 
great kindnefs^^ No man can read the preceding. Notes to 
page 92> line -^^^ fnpra p. 190, and to page 112, line 22, 
fiipra p. 200, and remain of this opinion. But exclufively 
of the miferies which are there detailed, the very tierror 
vrtiic% the poor Slaves expexittvcci iw the anticipation of 
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the fate which they fuppofe t© await them in the W«ft 
Indies, is a fource of wretchednefs and defpair, fuf- ^ 
ficient infinitely to outweigh all the advantages (^fuppofiug 
them to be real) which it is pretended they derive from 
their purchafe by Europeans. Park fays (p. 319)? th^t 
the Slaves repeatedly afked him if his countrymen were 
cannibals, and he adds, that a deeply rooted idea that they ^ 
are to be devoured produces great terror among thenj. 
The fame author ha? given fome fho eking narratives of 
the fufFerings which the poor Slaves endiiVe on their jour- 
ney from the interior to the coaft. It were endlefs to 
adduce proofs of the continuance of ihefe fufrerings after ■ 
they have been lodged in the hold of a Slave- (hip. A 
view of the plate annexed to the Note to page 95, line 
\6^fupra p. 192, is of itfelf fufficient to prove this, without 
referring to the immenfe mafs of evidence ou this part 
of the queftion, which was produced both before the Privy 
Council and the Houfe of .Commons. * On the fubje£^ of 
Slaves being put to death if not purchafed, fee Note tb 
page 92, line 1^^ fupra p. 190. 

Page r22, line 28. 

The negroes nvere ivell treated where I had nn opporhmity 
of feeing them,"] See note to page 38, line 'i'i^ fupr^' 
p. 163 J note to page 46, line '^o^fupra p. 166 j and jiote 
to page 96, line 'i^-^fupra p. 192. It may be bbferved is 
this place, that a flbort occafional vifit to a Weft India 
plantation, and the vifit of a paval ofHcer (in which fituar 
tion the Lord Chancellor was at this time) muft almoft 
always be of this defcription, affords few or no opportur - 
nities of afcertaining the real nature of colonial bondage. . 
Mr. Hercules' Ross, who refided above 20 years iA 
Jamaica, gives it as his opinion (Evid, Houfe of Common^, " 
1 79 1, p. 5161.) that a thorough knowledge of the treatr 
ment of Slaves was not likely to be obtained by fuch 
vifits. He himfelf had often accompanied goverjnors and * 
admirals on fuch vifits, when all polfible care wa^ natur 
rally taken to keep every difgufting objeil fropi their 
view. 

Page 126, line 15, " t " 

Our ancefiors have Jhewn that they thought it a wife fifiem 
ef foljfy'tofoUow this Trader^ Out 2a\ct^o\^ ^\^ xwciX Vw=n« 
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its nature, or they would pever have codure.d it. Queen 
Elizabeth having heard that Captain Hawkins hivi 
made a piratical kidnapping voyage to Africa (fee liote to 
page 117, line 21^ fupra p. 206J, fent for him, and ex- 
prefled her deep concern, left any of the African negroes 
0iould be carried off without their free confent^ which flie 
declared would be deteftable; and could not fait to call clonvn 
the vengeance of Heaven > (Lord Muncaster's Hiftorical 
Sketches, p. 13 J 

Page 128, line-8. 
From thefirji ages of the world Slaverv has efcl/led.l But 
tlie Slave Trade, as now carried on, nas not exifted for 
ages. (See note to page 112, line dt^fupra p. 198.} Nor 
has Slavery, as it now exifts in our Colonies, ever exifted 
before in any part of the world. (See. note to page 46, 
Kne y>^ fupra p. 166, and note to page 97, line 34, 
fupra p. 192.) 

Page 129, line 18. 
One half of Africa is made up of Slaves C] See note to 
Page 112, liiie 22^ fupra p, ipB, 

\ 

1 

Page 153, line i, 
Hefeems to think that the Slave Trade fhsuld he aholijhed in 
the Weft Indies,'] A preceding note, that to page 24, line 
^^JUpra p, 158, contains ample proof of the hopekfihefs 
oT any co-operation on the part of the Colonies in meafures 
calculated to promote the Abolition of the Slave Trade. 
It may be proper here to a\ld a few obfervations on the 
plan iQ ftror\gly urged in the courfe of thefe debates, as 
inore likely to lead to that event than a dircft prohibition ; 
viz. an increafing duty on the importation of Slaves. 
Thofe who maintain the fuperior eiEcacy of this plan are 
not perhaps aware that Weft Indian fpecuiations partake 
inuch more of the gambling nature of a lottery, than of 
the regularity of our ordinary agricultural purfuits in this 
country. And as in the cafe of a lottery, it is notorious 
that adventurers are not deterred from the purchafe of 
tickets by the very difproportionate price whicn they bear, 
when compared with the chance of obtaining a prize ; fo 
neither would the increafed price of Slavey be any material 
pbftacle to their purchafe by our ccloxiiai adventurers. 



While, by the exa£Hon of a greater quantity of labour, tb«y 
could hope to add fo materially to the produce of their 
eflates, as to defray the increafed charge of repracing the 
Slaves who might thus be worn out, they would> with 
difficulty, he induced to adopt thofe plans of regular and 
iyftcmatic reform which are ileceffary to the natural in- 
creafe of their gangs. The fanguine expeftations which 
all gamblers are prone to indulge, would unite with old 
habits, and inveterate prejudices, in leading them to ad- 
here to the former fyftem. It is well known that though the 
price of Slaves has increafed of late from abt)ut jS^o to 
^70 fterling a head, yet the Planters have not been diC- 
couraged by that immenle rife from continuing, and even 
enlarging their purchafes. And it would hardly be deemed 
expedient to impofe a duty which fhould augment the 
price of Slaves, in a greater proportion than that in which 
it has been already augmented, without the intervention of 
any duty. 

One great advantage of an abfolute prohibition over 
a fyftem of duties confifts in this, that the former reduces 
the Planter to the neceflity of adopting immediate mea- 
fures, for promoting the comfort and improvement of his 
Slaves, if he would prevent the decreafe of his gang. 
But while the Planter continues to poffefs an alternative ; 
while the means of recruiting his diminifhed gang by 
purchafe, though at a high rate, is ftill open to himj 
he will not feel the fame urgent neceffity to change the' 
fundamental principles of his plantation economy, andi 
to adopt the breeding inftead of the buying fyftem. It is 
a known fa£l:, that little or no efFeft has been produced 
in inducing the planters, generally, to enter with fpiriton 
the breeding fyftem, by the prodigious rife in the price of 
Slaves which has taken place of late years. It is obvious 
that if they had begun even ferioufly to meditate a change 
of fyftem, one of the firft fteps Mrhich they would adopt 
would be that of endeavouring to fupply the deficiency 
of their female populat;ion, by importing more women than 
men. The effeft of fuch a difpofition on the part of the 
Planters would neceflarily be to raife the price of fe- 
males^ and proportionably to deprefs that of males. But 
. how ftands the faft ? It is notorious thaX ta^xv^S^^^^"' 



( 214 } 

^ Iflands for ccnfiderably more than women.. Thii 
ftatement, which the accounts of fales of Slave cargoes 
during the laft year place beyond queftion, might derive 
confirmation, if confirmation were needed, from Dr. 
Pinkard's relation of a Slave fale {fupra p. i88,) where 
it appears that while the women wert fold at from 700 
to 8co guilders, the men brought from 700 to 900, and 
fome even more,, . - 

On the comparative prafticability of the two plans, of 
prohibition and duty, fomething has. already been faid, 
{p. 158.} There is no reafon to expe£i: the co-operation 
of the Colonies in either plan, .but on the contrary their 
determined counteradlion. The latter plan, however, 
would depend much mere on them, for its efficiency than 
the former. In cafe of an abfolute prohibition it would 
become almoft impoffible for Slaves to be fmuggled into 
the Colonies in Britifh bottoms. No Britifh fhips would 
be allowed to clear out for that trade. If any, in de* 
fiance of the law, iliould venture to vifit the coaft of 
Africa, for the purpofe of taking Slaves on board, they 
would be expofed to feizure duiing every moment of 
their ftay there. They would be expofed to the fame 
rifle during the whole of the middle paflage, as well 
as after their arrival in the Weft Indies j and confidering 
the vigilance of oiir cruizers, and the rigour of our reve- 
nue laws, their efcape would be hopelefs. Under fuch 
circumftances, efpecially as the prohibitory aft would 
probably inflift, on thofe who were found engaged in the 
trade, the puniftiment of felony, there is no room to ap- 
prehend that any Britifh iliips would venture to contra- 
vene the ftatute. With refpeft to foreign fhips, t*here 
would be the fame means of preventing their intercourfe 
with our Iflands, which have hitherto proved adequate to 
that purpofe \ and with 2M friendly maritime powers, ar- 
rangements might be made which would throw infuper- 
aWe obftacles in the way of a contraband trade in Slaves : 
From the ho/lile powers nothing of this kind i^ to be ap- 
prehended. 

- It is obvious to remark, how greatly the facilities, and 

confequently the temptations to fmuggling, would be iuy 

crezfedj in cafe of the fAx\ift.itvxX\oxv a? xKe ^Utv of a duty 



©a importation. On this ;plan_the vigilance of 6ur nu* 
merous cruizers would be rendered ufelefs; and it would 
be vain to expe£l: that their place would be- fupplied by 
our colonifts, who would naturally be more difpofe4 to 
\ lolate than enforce a law which tliey deemed hoftile to 
tlie interefls, and injurious to the rights of the iflands. 

Any one who has refided for a confiderable time in the 
Weil Indies, is able at firft fight^ diflinguifli a newly 
imported negro from ail others'^ io that the violation of 
a prohibitory law would be .liable to detection, even after 
the Slaves cargo had eluded all the dangers, already enu- 
merated, and been- landed in one of the iflands. This 
check, however, would be ufelefs under a fyftem of 
duties. For though a newly imported negro may be dif- 
tlnguiilied from ali other negroes, there is no way of dif- 
tinguiflilng a new negit>, for whom duty has. been paid, 
from one who has been fmug^gled on fhore. 

In cafe a fyftem of duties fhould be adopted, not only 
w'oiild the Planters be likely, as has been feen, to negleQ: 
tliofe nican.'j of improving the condition of their Slaves, 
\rluch an abfolute prohibition would force them to adoptj 
but the ruin which they might bring on themfelves by that 
neglect, and by their perfifting, notwithftanding the 
augmentation of price, in the buying fyftem, would be 
attributed to the wtfght of the import duty. The hope 
of obtaining a diminution of its amount, perhaps its en- 
tire extincStion, would lead to exaggerated reprefentations 
of hardftiip and to much clamour. And there could be no 
certainty that thefe might not, at fome future period, in- 
fluence his Majcfty's Minifters and the Parliarru?nt to- 
fufpend its execution entirely. The fuccefs of a fyftem 
of duties, ho\\ever, depends even in the opinion of its 
advocates, on its'fteady and perfevering progrfffhon. 

Other arguments might be urged in favour of the prop^ 
hibitory fyftem, when compared with a fyftem of duties, 
drawn from the efte(fl:s which would be likely to at- 
tend each, with a reference to the continent of Africa, as 
Vr'ell as from their operatioti refpecStively, in the way of 
example, on foreign nations : but this would lead to a long 
difcullion. One argument however muft not be over- 
looked ; which isj that the fyftem of duties fe^vci%\.o tcs^-* 
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template die Slave Trade rather as an inexpedient tranch 
of commerce, to be difepuragcd and reftrained ; than as a 
blot on our national f^iftradler to be effaced, and a crime 
to %e puniflied. The adoption of tliis fyfteiii would be 
faying in effe£V, thsut on the payment of a certain fum of 
money, the BritifhTarliament will grant 'a iicenfe to its 
fubjetts, to praftife, on the unofFcndifrg inhabitants of 
Africa, all thofe enaiiljlities of which fome of the foregoing 
Notes exhibit too faSdiful a pifture ; with the view of 
reducing them to that ftate of cruel and perpetual hon- 
dage which we have {een to prevail in our Weft India 
iflands. Againft fuch a principle it is the duty of every 
friend to religion, to juftice, and to humanity, as well as 
every friend to the true interefts of our Colonies, and of 
the empire at large, moft folemnly to proteft. 



F I N I s. 
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